
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 177 will remove the requirement for DOT to revoke a driver’s license after a fourth offense of (OAR, OWS, OWD) over a five year period and gives the court discretion as to the revocation. Currently, the court may suspend a person’s operating privilege for any period not exceeding six months and DOT is required to administratively revoke the privilege for a period of six months unless the court has ordered a revocation for a lesser period.








Fiscal Effect:





DOA has insufficient data to determine a fiscal effect.


DOJ expects no fiscal impact.


DOT will experience an indeterminate effect.


The State Public Defenders will see a decrease in costs due to less 5th OAR cases, but have no data to support a yearly estimate.





Supporters Message:





According to the author, having access to a valid driver’s license is critical to achieving economic success.  Withdrawing a license for non-driving related offenses makes it impossible for low-income individuals to keep the jobs they need to pay their fines.  Local courts are backed up with many of these cases and would be relieved of the burden of continued OAR cases.





Opponents Message:





Driving is a privilege and revoking for non-driving related offenses is one form of punishment for breaking the law.  Supporters could be seen as not being tough on a crime committed by repeat and irresponsible offenders.





Key Supporters:





Rep. Grigsby, Sen. Taylor, Rep. Kessler, James Gramling, Milwaukee — Center for Driver's License Recovery, Nichole Yunk, Milwaukee — Justice 2000, City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Police Assoc.





Key Opponents:





Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association registered against AB 177 with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:





On May 7, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Transportation unanimously recommended passage of AB 177. [12-0]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Jason Bauknecht; Office of Rep. Petrowski (6-1182)
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