

Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill 146 –   Under current law, a victim of a crime has the right to make an oral statement or provide a written statement at a sentencing hearing before the court imposes the sentence on a defendant who has been convicted of a crime. Current law requires the prosecutor to make a reasonable attempt to contact any known victim to inform him or her of that right after the defendant has been convicted. 





AB 146 allows a prosecutor to provide the victim with notice of his her rights to provide a statement at the sentencing hearing at any time during the criminal process against the defendant. 


 


Fiscal Effect:





 Prosecutors: This bill will have no fiscal effect on prosecutors. 





Supporters Message:





Currently, the court is unable to hold a sentencing hearing immediately after a plea has been entered because current law mandates that after the conviction takes place (guilty/no contest plea) the victim must be notified of their rights to attend and provide a statement.  This typically results in a delay of 7-14 days before the sentencing hearing can be held in order to notify the victim of his or her rights. Even then, in many cases, victims rarely show up to the sentencing.   This bill will enable courts to dispose of cases quicker and reduce jail costs associated with holding a defendant awaiting sentencing.  





Opponents Message:





None were raised by anyone at the public hearing or at the executive session. 





Key Supporters:





Rep. Fred Kessler; Sen. Fred Risser.





Key Opponents:





No individual or group testified or registered their opposition with the Government Accountability Board.





Committee Vote:





On February 17, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Corrections and the Courts recommended passage of AB 146 on a vote of 11-0-1. (Rep. Gundrum was absent.)  [Reps. Van Roy, Kestell, LeMahieu, and Brooks voted aye.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Tanya Hein; Office of Rep. Karl Van Roy (6-0617)
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