
Summary of Bill 


Under current law the maximum fine for littering is $500. Littering includes depositing solid waste on public or private property (other than a trash receptacle or a solid waste facility) and failing to remove a vehicle from waters within the state.  





AB 139 increases the maximum fine for littering to $1000.00. 





According to the bill’s author, AB 139 is directed at people who deliberately discard large items such as beds, sofas, TVs, etc. on back roads and in waterways.  However, the bill makes no distinction over the type of object littered.  


 


Fiscal Effect:


 None


Supporters Message:


We need to give law enforcement a way to delineate between a candy wrapper being tossed out a car window and sofa being left on a side road.  


Large items left along the side of the road and in waterways can be a safety hazard, dangerous to wildlife, unsightly, and expensive to clean up and dispose of properly.





Opponents Message:


$1000.00 for litter is excessive when compared to other fines.


The way the bill is drafted, you could be fined $1000.00 for throwing a candy wrapper out a car window. According to the DNR there is a graduated schedule with the highest citations amounts given out for the biggest violations.  An officer is supposed to follow the penalty schedule.  


$1000.00 is a significant amount of money, therefore some or many fines may go un-collected. 





Key Supporters:


Representative Andy Jorgensen, (author); Jennifer Giegerich, Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters; Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association. 





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 139 and no one registered against it with GAB.





Committee Vote:


On March 20, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources recommended passage of AB 139, unanimously, (15-0).





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Ginger Mueller; Office of Rep. Jim Ott (6-0486)
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