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Summary of AB 136 (as amended):


Assembly Bill 136 (As Amended by Assembly Substitute 2) Under this bill, an assessor may only come on a person’s property once in a year, unless that person has construction on their property; then the assessor may come onto the property twice a year.  A property owner may deny entry to the assessor if the owner has given prior notice that the assessor may not come on the owner’s property without permission.





Once the assessor is on the property they may only be on the property for one hour.  If the property owner is not there, the assessor may only walk around the footprint of the property.  They may not open up any doors or look in any windows.  They have to arrive and leave by a prominent place on the property.  If they assess the property while no one is there, they have to leave written notice that the assessor was there.  The assessor may only work on weekdays during daylight hours.  Employees, owners, etc are exempt from civil liability if the assessor enters a construction site without permission or assessment and is injured. 





Fiscal Effect:


There is no fiscal estimate for AB 136





Supporters Message:





This bill would simply allow assessor the same authority to come on someone’s property like a meter reader, mail carrier, utility employees, conservation wardens and surveyors.  


This allows local governments, especially in rural localities, to accurately assess property, especially properties may have had additions or improvements without building permits.





Opponents Message:





For two sessions, the WI Realtors opposed AB 136 because they believed that it would give assessors seemingly unlimited authority to enter private property, and that it would infringe upon fundamental rights of property owners to exclude others from entering their property.  With the adoption of the substitute amendment, the WI REALTORS removed their opposition.  Nevertheless, this still is a good pro-property message.  





Key Supporters:





Rep. Mary Hubler, Mel Raatz,-WI Association of Assessing Officers, Russ Schwandt-City of Green Bay, Michael Muelver, Summit Lake, Jerry Bentz, Cottage Grove, Amanda Frankewicz, Wyocena, Jean Hering – Schumann-Wendorff Assessors, Sen. Jim Holperin,  Ken One Peace, Madison, Jon Palm-Appraisal Services and Data Processing, Inc., Rick Pauls, Kaukauna, Sen. Jeff Plale, Jolene Plautz, Madison, Jim Price,-Town of Lowville, Hallie Wendorff,-WI Association of Assessing Officers, Curt Witynski-League of Wisconsin Municipalities


Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB136 at the public hearing, nor with the Ethics Board.  However, the WI Builders and the Farm Bureau are both undecided on this legislation.  





Committee Vote:


On August 25, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Urban & Local Affairs recommended passage of AB 136, as amended 7-0.  (Ziegelbauer was excused) 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jeff Grothman; Office of Rep. Dan LeMahieu (6-9175)
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