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Summary of AB 13


Assembly Bill 13 - Under current law, the DNR administers the Well Contamination and Abandonment Program that provides compensation to persons with contaminated or unused wells if that person meets the program’s income requirements.  A person with a family income of $65,000 may be eligible, and the program typically pays up to 75% of eligible costs with a maximum grant amount of $9,000 for costs incurred in treating the well water, constructing a new well, abandoning the well, or obtaining clean water from another source.  





AB 13 creates a state income tax exemption for any funds received from the Well Contamination and Abandonment Program.  The grant amount would still be subject to federal income tax.  


Fiscal Effect:


The bill is expected to reduce revenue by approximately $12,000 annually according to the fiscal estimate prepared by the Department of Revenue.





Supporters Message:


This would help ease some of the financial burden of those who are required to replace a contaminated well.  


It will encourage proper abandonment of unused wells. 


Opponents Message:


A reduction of approximately $12,000 annually in income tax collections on the grant awards.  


Key Supporters:


Rep. Al Ott, Senator Lasee, the WI Water Well Association 





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 13, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.  





Committee Vote:


On April 23, 2009, the Assembly Ways and Means Committee recommended passage of AB 13 by a 10-0 vote.  


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Vicky Halverson; Office of Rep. Samantha Kerkman (6-2530)
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