

AB 8 (as amended):


Assembly Bill (8)- Introduced to allow a specific constituent of Rep. Sherman’s who owns a golf course to obtain a Class B liquor license.  This bill would allow an exemption within the quota system for any full-service restaurant that has a seating capacity of 75 to 100 that is located on a golf course to receive a liquor license.  





Assembly Amendment 1- Offered by Rep. Sherman prior to the public hearing, the amendment holds two technical changes.  First, the amendment clearly defines what a full service restaurant means within the statutes.  Second, the author clearly defines the golf course as a real golf course and not a miniature course. (There was no vote in committee on this amendment).





Assembly Substitute Amendment 1- The sub makes six changes to AB 8.  Like the simple, it defines “full service restaurant” and excludes miniature golf courses. It also limits the exception to restaurants having a seating capacity of 75-100 on the effective date of the bill. It limits who may be issued a license under this provision to a municipality in Iron County with population between 1,000 and 1,300.  It limits the time period during which the municipality may issue the license.  And finally, it prevents the license being issued under this quota exemption from being reissued if it is surrendered, not renewed, or revoked. [Amendment Adopted 7-1 Rep. LeMahieu voted Against]








Fiscal Effect:


The fiscal effect of Assembly Bill 8 according to the fiscal note would be seen only on the local level.  Providing an exemption to the quota system would generate a minor increase in local revenues and possibly a small increase to local government costs.  


Supporters Message:


There are no local banquet facilities within 50 miles of this golf course facility.  The golf course wants to serve as a facility for banquets, weddings, anniversaries, etc.  





Opponents Message:


The golf course possibly could abuse their liquor license.  The course may use the liquor license well to its advantage, serving liquor before their meal service, and well after they are done serving for the evening.  This was something that the author denied the owner would do.


The City of Lake Geneva submitted written testimony asking that the bill be amended to require that over 50% of the revenue must come from  food in order to grant the quota exemption.  This would ensure that the owner would not abuse the liquor license. 


(Note: This provision is not in ASA 1.  However, under ASA 1, the bill does not affect Lake Geneva.)





Key Supporters:


Rep. Gary Sherman, Wisconsin League of Municipalities  





Key Opponents:


Scott Stenger-Tavern League of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Grocers Association still has questions on AB 8, the Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association remains neutral.   





Committee Vote:


On May 8, 2009 the Assembly Committee on Urban & Local Affairs Voted Passage of AB 8, as amended by ASA 1, by a vote of 7-1 [Rep. LeMahieu Voted Against]


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jeff Grothman; Office of Rep. Dan LeMahieu (6-9175)
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