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County seeks support
for park project

Kenosha County has request-
ed matching grant assistance
from the Department of Natural
Resources for acquisition of the
233-acre Meyer Materials prop-
erty near Twin Lakes.

The property would be used
as aregional county park site in
the towns of Randall and Wheat-
land. ’

The money would come from
the DNR’s Urban Rivers and
Streambank Protection Grant
programs.

“This Phase I acquisition is
proposed as part of a needed
large, regional county park in
western Kenosha County,” said
Gene Park, DNR community
services specialist.

The site includes a 40-acre
lake for swimming, fishing and
- non-motorized boating; wetland
and critical habitat areas associ-
ated with Palmer Creek envi-
ronmental corridor; and a tribu-
tary to the Fox River. The site is
adjacent to the New Munster
wildlife area.

For additional information
about the proposed project
grant, call Tom Blotz at (414) 263-
8610 or Gene Park at (414) 263-
8676. Comments on the project
grant will be accepted through
Thursday.
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Park planning
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County requests DNR grant

By Carrie Dampier
STAFF WRITER

MILWAUKEE - The Southeast
Region Headquarters of the
Department of Natural Resources
has received a matching-grant
assistance request from Kenosha
County, and has opened the issue
up for public input.

The grant, to be awarded by the
DNR’s Urban Rivers and
Streambank Protection Grant
Program, is for a proposed 233-
acre park the county has been
planning.

Located in the town of Randall
and the Village of Twin Lakes, the
regional county park will be built
on what is now known as the
i Meyer Materials property, or on
Highway 50 along Highways KD
and F.

“This phase one acquisition is
proposed as part of a needed large,
regional Wheatland-Randall-Twin
Lakes county park in western
Kenosha County,” said Gene
Park, DNR community services
specialist.

The site has in its future a
number of landforms and other

 features, such as a 40-acre lake for
swimming, fishing and non-
motorized boating.

There will also be areas devoted
to a wetland and critical habitats.

According to the DNR,
“Kenosha County intends to
preserve, and possibly enhance, the
significant and diverse natural
resources featured at this proposed
regional park site.”

The DNR also says that: “This
type of land acquisition project
typically does not have the
potential to cause significant
adverse environmental impacts.
Therefore, the department has
made a preliminary determination
that an environmental analysis will
not be required for this potential
grant project.”

There, is however,
environmental analysis being
conducted on another piece of
county land, and it has a direct tie
to this proposed park.

The money that the DNR will
match is coming from the sale of
three pieces of county-owned
land, located in the Town of Salem
and the Village of Silver Lake.

While two of those parcels have
been sold to Salem for $203,500,
the other, which rests in Silver
Lake, has not.

It is that land that is currently
under investigation by DNR Waste
Management Specialist, Mike
Ellenbecker.

The land, which Ellenbecker
has said holds “visible and
significant indicators of
contamination,” is known as the
old Silver Lake Garage Property.

Located on Highway F, just
south of Highway 50, it is the site
of the former County Public
Works garage.

While it remains unelear what
may be on the land, Ellenbecker
was originally called out to make
an inspection of the land by
Village of Silver Lake President
Steve Shippee last month- after
Shippee heard allegations of toxic
dumping that occurred there.
Materials such as DDT and coal
tar.

>

Ellenbecker said last week that
the investigation is still ongoing.

The land is not registered with
the DNR’s registry of waste
disposal sites.

The county has, unsuccessfully,
tried to sell the 13.9-acre parcel to
both Silver Lake and Salem for
$125,000.

In both attempts to sell, the
county had as part of its
stipulations, a hold-harmless
agreement. This would clear the
county of any negligence or clean-
up costs, should any toxic wastes
be found there.

As it stands, now, the county is
again attempting to sell the land,
with the same stipulations, in a
sealed-bidding process to the
highest bidder.

As for the impact the
investigation has on the grant
request Park feels there might not
be one.

“We usually don’t pay a lot of
attention to where the local match
comes from,” Park said, but
admitted, “It hasn’t been very
clear on where the local funding
was coming from.”

When asked about his
stewardship’s knowledge of the
investigation of the Silver Lake
property, Park said “I’m not
aware of that.”

There has been no date set for
an award or rejection of the grant
request.

Park encouraged anyone with
comments, or those who simply
want to learn more about the
proposed park site, to call him at
414-263-8676.

Comments, he said, are
welcome up until May 18 at 4:30
p.m.
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Dennis Elverman, county board
epresentative and chairman: of the
ounty parks and highway committee
nd Jim Krueser, newly elected county
xecutive, unveiled a concept plan for
county park located at the old county
ravel pit on Highway KD at a listen-
1g session held at the Randall Town
Jall on Aug. 4.

The parcel, located in the towns of
andall and Wheatland and bounded
n the west side by Highway KD and
he south by Highway F, was purchased
ix years ago with an eye toward adding
nore playing fields for baseball, soccer
nd football, according to Elverman.

“We filled those needs with fields

in other parks,” explamed Elverman
“The lay of the land at the old KD p1t

lends 1tself toward other, more passive

uses.’
A main feature of the parcel is a
39-acre lake. Right now, the plan is to
keep it for non-motorized use. “We do
want to give the county board latitude
to decide for an occasional use by the
Aquanuts,” said Kreuser.
Several of the more than 50 mem-

bers of the public who attended the
session said no. Lynn Dohse said that -

scuba instructors would love to use a
virgin lake like this for classes. Others
touted the many passive uses of such a
lake, including fishing. Charlie Lovely
frorn Twin Lakes said he believed that
state law disallowed the use of motor-

discussed. It wasmentionie p
 already fish on the lake, even ‘though
it is closed to the public. Wheatland

‘boats on lakes smaller thaxi 40 acres

What fish are already in the lake and :

possible future stocking of th

resident Dave Tenhagen suggested that
the county put in a gravel parking lot

and allow people with state park stick- -

ers to fish there. “If the sheriff seesa i a

car without a sticker, ticket that person

for $250 and use part of that money to
develop the park.”

Other possible uses mentlonedk

: mclude“ walking‘traﬂs wit
benches and pavilions. Th
were hiking and biking trails, ATV and v )

snowmobiling and a dog park. There

-are plans to link trails through the KD
park to already existing trails like the
Ice Age Trail, but no timeline on thlS ‘






