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Independence Day
July 4th is commonly known and referred to as Independence Day. On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was signed by 56 delegates from the 13 colonies. The Declaration of Independence in essence declared our unity as 13 colonies and that we no longer were subject to British rule. This momentous occasion made these colonies the United States of America and further intensified the fighting in the Revolutionary War.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A resolution of independence was approved by the Second Continental Congress on July 2, 1776 and there was not an official declaration until July 4, 1776 which is why that day is recognized. This resolution of independence is more famously known as the Lee Resolution. It got its namesake from Virginia delegate Richard Henry Lee who originally proposed separation from British rule in June of that year.
Thomas Jefferson is notably not only the third president of the United States but also, the lead author in the writing of the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson consulted four other delegates in what was known as the Committee of Five while writing this famous document. Jefferson wrote a majority of the Declaration of Independence in his second story apartment in Philadelphia over a 17 day period from June 11, 1776 – June 28, 1776.
Declaring independence from British rule perpetuated the already existing war and for the next five years, our war for freedom was fought across the 13 colonies ultimately ending after an American victory in 1781 at the Battle of Yorktown. Great Britain did not officially recognize American independence until after the Treaty of Paris in 1783.
Our Independence Day celebrations often involve parades, barbeques, boating, fireworks, and many other traditions. This is all fun and we should celebrate our freedom but we should also keep in mind all of the people who have gone before us and defended our freedom selflessly. I feel forever indebted to their bravery and sacrifices and will work tirelessly to honor their everlasting courage.
As always, feel free to contact my office at (608) 237-9192 or email me at Rep.Pronschinske@legis.wi.gov with questions, comments, or concerns.
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