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Rep. Shelton Commemorates 48th Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade; Acknowledges 
Work Left to do for Reproductive Justice 

 
 

Madison, WI – Forty-eight years ago today, the Supreme Court of the United States issued the landmark 
decision Roe vs. Wade – making safe and legal access to abortion the law of the land. While we 
acknowledge and celebrate the progress Roe has ushered in over the last 48 years, we must also 
acknowledge the dismantling abortion rights and reproductive justice at almost all levels. The right to 
choose abortion is essential for women to succeed, achieve and dream. Abortion rights activists, 
legislators and medical professionals must continue to do all they can to uphold women’s right to choose 
and to ensure that women maintain control of their own bodies, health, and lives. 
 
The Abortion Rights Preservation Act repeals Wisconsin’s archaic 1849 law that criminalizes abortion. 
While the statute is currently unenforceable due to Roe v. Wade, this bill is necessary to ensure that 
Wisconsin women maintain control of their own bodies, health, and lives regardless of the political 
makeup of the US Supreme Court. 
 
“I am proud to sign on as a co-sponsorship of LRB-1280/1 which repeals Wisconsin’s archaic statute 
criminalizing abortion. A woman’s right to choose and access to critical healthcare services are basic 
human rights. Ensuring reproductive justice to eradicate immoral disparities in infant and maternal 
mortalities is our challenge to ensure basic human rights,” Rep. Shelton said. “Here in Wisconsin, it is still 
considered a felony to access abortion; for too long we have been at the mercy of federal courts to ensure 
basic rights and reproductive justice. Access to abortion, contraceptives, affirmative and comprehensive 
sex education, and essential health services for child bearing individuals are the frontier of our struggle 
for reproductive justice now. Wisconsin needs to craft laws in line with our values.” 
 
Assembly Democrats stand in solidarity with everybody on the frontlines of this movement. We owe an 
enormous amount of gratitude to our essential healthcare workers such nurses, doulas, educators and 
more. 
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