
 

January 16, 2020 

 

Time is money. In this case, 48 hours of Governor Ever’s time cost Wisconsin taxpayers $17,000,000.  

 

How? A tax relief bill needed to be signed by Governor Evers by July 1st, except the Governor forgot, and 

signed it into law two days late, on July 3rd. That 48-hour oversight caused the bill to take effect on January 

1st, 2020 when it should have taken effect October 1st, 2019. 

 

So, who loses? Families earning $35,000 or less, the very people the Governor claims to champion. 

Taxpayers will pay $15.8 million in 2019 that they should not have. Money that could have been used for 

back to school and Christmas shopping. Additionally, counties lost out on $1.2 million that could have gone 

to infrastructure, emergency services, or social programs. 

 

Was there some other financial benefit to him or the state to intentionally delay the start date?  No, there 

wasn’t. Both the collections and the offsetting relief take affect at the same time. 

 

This bill was a separate, standalone, bipartisan effort negotiated directly with the Evers administration. It 

contained a provision requested by his administration to specifically apply the tax relief to the two lowest 

income tax brackets. It contained specific fiscal projections and dates from the nonpartisan Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau. The bill had public and executive hearings in both the Senate and the Assembly and passed 

unanimously in both chambers. The bill got to the Governor on June 28th, a short timeline to be sure, but 

knowing it was coming he had four full days to sign the bill. 

 

Was the Governor unavoidably detained or otherwise unable to sign the bill?  He was not.  Instead, 

Governor Evers opted to clock out at 3:00pm that Friday, rather than staying to sign the bill that was at his 

desk. 

 

Finally it dawned on the Governor’s office that they missed a very important cutoff date and started to 

scramble. My office received a call at 5:30pm Tuesday, July 2nd, stating that there would be a private bill 

signing the next morning. By then it was too late. 

 

As Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Ways and Means, I am proud of the work our committee did 

on this bill to help Wisconsin taxpayers.  This bill will eventually provide $62 million in income tax rate 

reductions to the first two tax brackets and help for those that need it most, but that relief could have come 

much sooner.  

 

John J. Macco 

Representative 88th District  

Chairman, Assembly Committee on Ways and Means 


