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Civics in the Classroom 

Madison – Representative John Spiros (R – Marshfield) voted in favor of a bill to enhance civics 

education for Wisconsin students. Assembly Bill 563 requires that civics instruction be taught in 

elementary, middle, and high schools. 

 

“It’s important that students learn about their rights and responsibilities in the governmental 

process,” said Rep. Spiros. “We want to continue to develop pride in a system where all voices 

are heard.” 

 

In a 2021 Fordham Institute report on the State of State Standards, Wisconsin received an “F” in 

civics. The overview summarized that there is a lack of a roadmap to help teachers provide high-

quality civics instruction.  

 

Assembly Bill 563 tasks the Department of Public Instruction with developing just that, a 

roadmap for an instructional program that focuses on understanding the shared rights and 

responsibilities as citizens, fostering civic pride and a desire to participate regularly with 

government at all levels, the process for advocating before governmental bodies and officials 

effectively, recognizing and accepting responsibility for preserving and defending the benefits of 

liberty inherited from previous generations and secured by the U.S. Constitution, and 

understanding other nations’ governing philosophies and how those compare with that of the 

United States.  

 

“Given the current political climate, it’s more important than ever that students understand the 

political process and our political history,” said Rep. Spiros. “Many students throughout the state 

come to the Capitol as part of their 4th grade civics curriculum, but it’s important that they 

receive continuing education on the more advanced aspects of government.” 

 

The bill also incorporates civics education into the graduation requirements for students. 

Currently students must have three credits of social studies to graduate. This bill requires that 0.5 

of those credits be in civics.  

 

Assembly Bill 563 passed the Assembly and now heads to the Senate. 
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