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86th Assembly District First Responder of the Year 
 

Madison – Representative John Spiros (R – Marshfield) presented Lieutenant Mark Wagers of 

the Marathon County Sheriff’s Office with the “First Responder of the Year” award for the 86th 

Assembly District. Lieutenant Wagers was honored at a public ceremony in the Assembly 

chambers. 

 

“It’s an honor to present Lt. Wagers, a former Marine and career law enforcement officer with 

this esteemed award,” said Rep. Spiros. “He is truly someone who continues to give back to his 

community and is a true professional.” 

 

Lt. Wagers has been with the Marathon County Sheriff’s Office for 28 years. He has been with 

the Patrol Division his entire career and has held a variety of roles in addition to Patrol 

Lieutenant, including current roles as Commander of both the Dive and Mobile Field Force 

Teams. Additionally, Lt. Wagers is a certified instructor through the Wisconsin Department of 

Justice Training and Standards for various law enforcement actions and specialties, and is an 

adjunct instructor at Northcentral Technical College. 

 

Lt. Wagers was nominated as the “First Responder of the Year” by Marathon County Sheriff 

Scott Parks for his actions taken when confronted by a suicidal armed female at a hotel in Rib 

Mountain earlier this year. Lt. Wagers and his team negotiated for eight hours before a weapon 

was discharged at Lt. Wagers. He returned fire to prevent further injuries and then continued to 

care for the individual, preventing any loss of life.  

 

“Lt. Wagers placed himself in imminent danger with full knowledge of the risks involved,” said 

Rep. Spiros. “He maintained patience and composure through hours of negotiation under 

extraordinary circumstances, and we are lucky to have him as an officer of the Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Office.” 

 

The “First Responder of the Year” award was created in 2019 to recognize those across the state 

who serve in emergency services. Each award recipient was provided a legislative citation 

recognizing their achievement and the state Assembly passed a resolution declaring October 28th 

First Responders Appreciation Day. 
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