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Rep. Spiros Votes to Support and Honor Law Enforcement 
 
Madison – Representative John Spiros (R – Marshfield) and the Legislature voted today to pass 16 bills to 

support crime prevention and 20 bills to support law enforcement due to rising crime in the state. Rep. Spiros’ 

bills Senate Bills 296, 352, and 507 address two pressing issues, riots and fentanyl, and honor a fallen officer 

from Marshfield.   

 

“Crime is rising and support for law enforcement officers is at an all-time low. It is imperative that we support 

those who keep our communities safe,” said Rep. Spiros.  

 

Senate Bill 296 addresses the growing prevalence of riots and the damage that they cause to communities, as 

was seen in Kenosha and Madison during the summer of 2020. These riots cost the state millions of dollars, 

multiple lives, and countless businesses. Wisconsin is one of the few states that has not defined a riot, and in 

addition to doing just that, this bill creates penalties for attendance, incitement of, and participation in a riot 

that causes substantial damage or personal injury. 

 

“To be clear, the bill will not affect peaceful protests or infringe on First Amendment rights. It is designed to 

discourage destructive behavior and create a path of recourse for riots that do damage to our communities. 

Wisconsin needs to take a heavier hand to not allow injury, property damage, and destruction from people who 

are unhappy,” Rep. Spiros said. “The bottom line is that during the summer of 2020 we witnessed firsthand 

that penalties and definitions need to be put in place to provide clarity on the recourse for riots in our state.” 

 

Senate Bill 352 addresses a second growing issue in Wisconsin: fentanyl. Compared to other opioids, the 

current penalties for fentanyl are shockingly low. The bill addresses this inconsistency by increasing the 

penalties for distributing, delivering, and manufacturing fentanyl.  

 

“Overdose deaths attributed to fentanyl are skyrocketing,” said Rep. Spiros. “This is a drug more deadly than 

heroin and 80-100 times stronger than morphine. It is taking lives every day and there is no reason that it 

should have more lenient criminal penalties than other opiates. I am happy to be a co-author on this bill as this 

is an issue that we need to get a handle on to prevent further loss of life, both children and adults.” 

 

Senate Bill 507 honors a fallen officer by designating the bridge on State Highway 13 over U.S. Highway 10 

the “Deputy LaVonne Zenner Memorial Bridge”. Deputy Zenner was killed in a devastating car crash on 

August 3, 1989. She was in full uniform at the time.  

 

“At the request of the Wood County Sheriff’s Office, I am honored to be able to recognize Deputy Zenner as 

the trailblazer and community leader that she was,” Rep Spiros said. “I am incredibly proud that this legislation 

passed the Assembly unanimously and it is a privilege to ensure that her memory will not be forgotten.” 

 

All three bills have passed the Senate and are now headed to the Governor for his signature. 
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