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Rep. Spiros Votes to Protect Consumers 
 
Madison – Representative John Spiros (R – Marshfield) joined his colleagues today in passing several bills 

aimed at protecting consumers. Assembly Bill 348 and Senate Bills 640 and 888, all authored by Rep. Spiros, 

address the minimum age to purchase tobacco, odometer fraud, and registration periods for titling motor 

vehicles, respectively. 

 

“Our state is facing a public health crisis as our youth are being exposed to tobacco and vaping products as 

young as middle school,” said Rep. Spiros. “This crisis needs to be addressed to support not only the health of 

our children, but to support law enforcement, educators, and retailers as right now state law differs from 

federal law in this area.” 

 

Assembly Bill 348 aligns state law with federal law by raising the age to purchase tobacco and vaping products 

from 18 to 21 in state statute. Since the change in federal law in December of 2019, Wisconsin law 

enforcement officials have been stuck in limbo over which law to enforce. This bill would provide clarity for 

officers, as well as ensure that the state does not lose funding, around $2.7 million annually, from the 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Block Grants received from the federal government.  

 

Senate Bill 640 protects used car buyers by extending the length of time to disclose the mileage of a vehicle 

from 10 years to 20 years. Odometer fraud is a rampant problem: the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration estimates that 450,000 vehicles are sold each year with false odometer readings and the 

average age of used cars on the road are 12.5 years. Therefore, most people buying used cars are not protected 

under current law. This bill protects consumers from fraud, and provides peace of mind to those purchasing 

new vehicles.  

 

“With used car prices skyrocketing and vehicles in short supply, fraudulent odometer readings are the last 

thing consumers need,” said Rep. Spiros. “Addressing these issues now will help deter this fraud as supply 

chain issues aren’t easing any time soon.” 

 

Finally, Senate Bill 888 changes the registration period for vehicles in Wisconsin to a monthly system. 

Currently, vehicles are registered annually with the Department of Transportation and registration expires one 

year from the date purchased. However, the stickers then placed on license plates only provide the month of 

registration and many individuals are not aware the specific date, putting them at risk of their vehicles going 

unregistered for the remainder of said month. 

 

“This bill simply makes it easier for drivers to ensure that their vehicles are always registered,” said Rep. 

Spiros. “This is how many people already think the registration periods operate, and we are simply enacting 

legislation to make the system more user-friendly.” 

 

Assembly Bill 348 now goes to the Senate for a vote and Senate Bills 640 and 888 will go to the Governor for 

his signature. 
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab348
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/reg/sen/bill/sb640
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/reg/sen/bill/sb888

