
Eagle Scout Jalesh Hari Sesham Saigopal, from New Berlin, 
was recognized at the 2025 Boy Scouts Report at the State Capitol.

Honored to present a legislative citation to Catholic Memorial Girls 
Soccer for their 12th state title, a Wisconsin record.
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Wisconsin State Representative

DAVE MAXEY
L E G I S L AT I V E  U P D AT E SPRING 2026

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As my second two-year term in the Wisconsin State Assembly comes to a close, I want 

to express my sincere gratitude for allowing me to serve as your representative. 

The 2025-26 legislative session has been busy, and I am excited to say that we have 

accomplished much. Several bills I have authored and co-authored have been signed 

into law. I also met with folks from around the district, attended many community 

celebrations, and proudly supported historic reforms.

During this session, I served as Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Campaigns 

and Elections, where several bills advanced through my committee and were signed 

into law. Some of my priorities included strengthening election security, protecting our 

most vulnerable populations, and promoting smaller, more effective government.

It is important that we continue working to keep Wisconsin a desirable state to 

live, work, and raise a family. We focused on pocketbook issues and worked to pass 

meaningful tax relief proposals that aim to lessen the tax burden on Wisconsinites at all 

stages of life, from starting a family to retirement.

I look forward to the opportunity to continue serving the communities of New Berlin, 

Muskego, and Waukesha in the next legislative session. Please know that I always enjoy 

learning more about what is important to you and hearing your thoughts on issues 

impacting our community and the state. If you have questions, thoughts, or ideas, 

please contact my office.

This newsletter highlights some of our legislative achievements over the past session. 

I hope you enjoy this recap, and I look forward to seeing many of you around the district 

in the future.

I remain extremely proud and humbled to be your voice in Madison.

Respectfully,

 

Dave Maxey 

State Representative 

83rd Assembly District

“

”

I am grateful to 
serve the residents 

of Waukesha 
County. This is a 

great place to live, 
work, and raise 

a family.
Representative

Dave Maxey

CONTACT ME

Want to keep up-to-date 
with what's going on in 
the district? Contact me 
at any of the following:

Office:
(608) 237-9183

Toll Free:
(888) 534-0083

Email:
Rep.Maxey

@legis.wi.gov

Social Media:

 @RepMaxey

Stay connected by 
subscribing to my e-updates 

using the QR code

How My Office Can Help You
In addition to helping you advocate for policies and answering your 
questions on legislative proposals, there are many services my office 
can assist with, including:

	▸ Navigating State Programs: I understand how daunting of a task it can 
be to navigate the endless web of bureaucracy in government. If you are 
looking for assistance or have general questions about a particular state 
program, please contact my office and we will be happy to assist you. 

	▸ Blue Books: The Wisconsin Blue Book is a biennial official guide to 
Wisconsin’s government, history, and people, available free of charge to 
constituents through my office. 

	▸ State Flags: For a small fee, my office can order official U.S. or 
Wisconsin flags for your civic organizations, businesses, or homes. 

	▸ Citations: An official citation from the state legislature is a wonderful 
way to recognize an achievement. The legislature regularly issues 
citations honoring those who have earned the Eagle Scout award, 
50-year wedding anniversaries, business anniversaries, school sporting 
awards, and other life achievements. Please contact my office to begin 
this process.

	▸ Capitol Tours: There are free tours available in the State Capitol 
year-round, seven days a week. Please contact my office for 
assistance scheduling a visit. I will be happy to show you around 
when my schedule permits. 



Protecting Homeowners
Homeownership is one of the most important investments people 
make in their lifetime, and it deserves strong protection. Making sure 
homeowners are protected was a major priority for me this session.

The Homeowner Protection Act became law on August 8, 2025, when 
Governor Evers signed Senate Bill 172, now known as 2025 Wisconsin 
Act 32.

Across the country, some companies have been targeting homeowners, 
especially seniors and people facing financial challenges. They offer 
quick cash but do not clearly explain the costly strings attached. 

These “Homeowner Benefit Programs” 
often lock people into long contracts 
and sometimes allow the company to place a lien on the home without the homeowner fully 
understanding the agreement. It is a sneaky practice that can leave homeowners stuck with large 
fees or forced to give up part of their home’s value just to get out of the deal.

This law does not affect any existing legal rights related to liens. Instead, it holds these companies 
accountable and gives homeowners the power to fight back in court to recover damages and legal 
costs if they have been wronged.

I am extremely proud of this law because it protects people’s homes and helps ensure no 
one loses what they have worked so hard to build. This is what good lawmaking should do. 
It protects people and holds bad actors accountable. Act 32 strengthens protections for 
Wisconsin homeowners, clarifies their rights, and provides the tools to stand up for what matters — 
their home.

Property tax increase? My efforts to safeguard taxpayers.
When Governor Evers signed the 2023-2025 state budget, he used his partial veto 
authority in a way that no reasonable person could have predicted. By striking just 
two characters, the “20” and the dash in “2024-25,” he turned a two-year school 
funding increase into a 400-year spending spree. What the Legislature passed as 
a temporary measure became a four-century guarantee of higher property taxes. 
That means 400 years of tax increases locked in by one man, without a single vote 
from the Legislature or the people of Wisconsin.

I proudly authored a bill this session that repeals Governor Evers’ disastrous 
400-year veto.

This veto has real consequences for working families, farmers, and small business owners who are already facing 
higher costs. Under this veto, local school districts can raise their revenue limits by $325 per student EVERY SINGLE 
YEAR. These increases will appear directly on property tax bills, year after year, without the consent of those who pay 
the bills. 363 school districts levied the maximum amount they could under revenue limits, using all of the $325 allowed. 
So, to suggest districts will not automatically increase revenue limits each year is simply not true.

To put this whole thing into perspective, the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock 402 years before this veto. It is hard to justify locking 
Wisconsin taxpayers into a funding increase that lasts just as long. No governor should have the power to dictate spending for 
centuries to come. The 400-year veto is going to be extremely destructive to almost every homeowner in the years to come.

First Responder of the Year
The State Assembly honors a first responder 
of the year each legislative session for every 
district. I was proud to award New Berlin Division 
Chief Mark O’Connor the 2025 First Responder of the 
Year for the 83rd Assembly District. Chief O’Connor 
leads Community Risk Reduction, overseeing fire 
prevention, inspections, public education, and 
community relations. His leadership emphasizes 
innovation, accountability, and safety, strengthening 
New Berlin’s preparedness. As lead fire investigator, 
he manages the inspection program and guided 
critical operations during the August 9, 2025 flooding, 
helping keep our community safe.

The Wisconsin State Budget
REDUCING THE TAX BURDEN
Republicans passed a budget that cuts taxes by $1.5 billion 
compared to Governor Evers’ proposed budget for Wisconsin 
families and seniors. One major goal was helping seniors who 
built their lives here stay in Wisconsin through retirement. 
That is why our plan eliminated an entire tax by ending 
the state tax on residential natural gas and electricity, 
lowering monthly utility bills for families across the state.

We also created a new 
tax break for seniors. 
People age 67 and 
older no longer pay 
state income tax on 
retirement income up 
to $24,000 if they are 
single, or $48,000 if 
they are married and file 
jointly. This change will 
save Wisconsin retirees 
a total of $695 million 
over the first two years.

Another way we provided relief was by lowering tax rates for 
working families. We expanded the second income tax bracket 
so more income is taxed at a lower rate of 4.4%. This means 
income up to $67,300 for married couples, $50,480 for single 
filers, and $33,650 for those married filing separately is now 
taxed at the lower rate. This change will save taxpayers 
$643 million over the first two years.

Families will also save $178.7 million over the first two years 
by expanding the sales tax exemption on residential electricity 
and natural gas to every month of the year.

INVESTING IN EDUCATION
This budget delivers more than one billion dollars in new 
funding for K-12 education. In addition to increasing per-pupil 
funding, we focused on areas schools say need the most help.

We invested over $500 million in special education, an area 
where costs continue to rise for school districts. By the second 
year of the budget, the state will cover an estimated 45% of 

special education costs. 
We also increased 
funding for high-cost 
special education by 
more than $50 million, 
covering up to 90% of 
those costs by the end 
of the biennium. On top 
of that, the budget adds 
$30 million for school-
based mental health 
services so students 
can get help when they 
need it.

PUBLIC SAFETY REMAINS A PRIORITY
Keeping our communities safe remains a top priority. 
I co-authored a budget motion that added six new full-time 
assistant district attorneys to the Waukesha County District 
Attorney’s Office. These positions will help reduce heavy 
caseloads, speed up the justice process, and make sure cases 
are handled fairly and efficiently.

We also made sure crime victims are not forgotten. The budget 
provides long-term funding for child advocacy centers, 
ensuring children who are victims of crime continue to receive 
the support and services they need.

A breakdown of where each 
tax dollar comes from

A breakdown of how each 
tax dollar was spent
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