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Assembly tells State Employees: Get back to work

Madison, Wi — The Wisconsin State Assembly today voted on party lines 51-44 on legislation mandating
state workers to return to state agency offices. 2025 Assembly Bill 39 requires state employees to
perform at least 80% of their required work hours in person. The bill exempts duties normally
performed off-site before March 1, 2020, when the COVID pandemic began.

“It has been five and a half years since the COVID pandemic hit Wisconsin and state workers were sent
home,” said Rep. Scott Allen (R-Waukesha). “Astonishingly, more than 2,000 days have gone by, but
there has been no evaluation as to the effectiveness of work-from-home policies from the Evers
Administration.”

A 2023 report from the Legislative Audit Bureau raised concerns about telework, including efficiency and
information technology risk management. The review also discovered that agencies were not fully
compliant with information technology best practices and could be compromised.

“Private-sector employers have demonstrated that return-to-work is best for effective and efficient
service delivery,” said Rep. Allen. “The taxpayers of Wisconsin deserve state workers who are on site
working together with coworkers to serve the people of Wisconsin without the distractions of home
life.”

Democratic governors in both Minnesota and California have mandated in-person work. Gov. Tim Walz
(D-MN) requires most state agency employees to work in-person for at least 50% of their scheduled
workdays. Earlier this year, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D-CA) issued an executive order mandating state
agency employees to return to the office for at least four days per week.
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