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Rep. Shankland: Statement on Sexually Violent Person (SVP) Arrest in Town of Alban 

 
MADISON – Late yesterday evening, deputies from the Portage County Sheriff’s Office were dispatched 
to the residence of Sexually Violent Person (SVP) Peter Yogerst in the Town of Alban, following a 
notification from Mr. Yogerst’s electronic monitoring device. It was later determined that this alert was 
triggered by a malfunction of the device. Mr. Yogerst is being held in the Portage County Jail, pending 
the replacement of this equipment. 
  
In response, Rep. Katrina Shankland (D-Stevens Point) released the following statement:  

 

"Like many Town of Alban residents, I was deeply concerned when I heard the news that SVP Peter 
Yogerst was arrested late last night. After speaking with the Portage County Sheriff and the 
Department of Corrections, I learned that the SVP's GPS monitoring device had malfunctioned, which 
triggered the alert and his subsequent arrest.  

  
“Concerns about potential monitoring device failures were raised early on by Town of Alban residents, 
and their concerns deserve to be heard by the state. That's why I wrote a letter to the Department of 
Corrections today requesting additional details about how frequently this type of equipment 
malfunction happens, what quality assurance measures the department has to keep community 
members safe, and what steps the department takes to know where an SVP is at all times.  

  
“Additionally, I don't believe that a community like Alban should have to house SVPs who originate 
from other parts of the state, like Chippewa or Washington County. That's why I worked across the 
aisle to author and pass a budget motion which will prevent SVPs from being placed in counties they 
did not offend in. I hope Governor Walker signs this provision into law so that local communities – not 
the state – can make the best possible decisions regarding the placement of SVPs. Our ultimate goal 
should be the safety and security of every Wisconsin resident, and we need to work together to ensure 
this.”  
  

### 

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/71/shankland/media/1590/letter-to-doc_svp-alert-in-alban.pdf

