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Supports Workforce Recovery Veto Override 
 

Madison, WI – Today the State Assembly convened to take up an override of a bill that encourages unemployed 
individuals to return-to-work as businesses and employees navigate a worker shortage. The bill would have 
ended Wisconsin’s participation in federal unemployment compensation enhancement programs that dis-
incentivize returning to work.  
 
Representative Nancy VanderMeer (R-Tomah), a co-sponsor of the legislation, supported the override and 
released the following statement: 
 
“Last September I joined my colleagues, fellow Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Assembly Workforce Development 
and Labor and Integrated Employment Committees, in sending a letter to the governor requesting that he 
address workforce recovery and utilize federal funding for workforce training. Although it took ten months, I 
was generally pleased to recently learn of his announcement to spend $130 million of federal ARPA funds 
combatting the state’s workforce shortage; lack of efficiencies of that plan notwithstanding. 
 
“Even if the governor wants to stick his head in the sand, as highlighted by employers throughout the state and 
our state’s chamber of commerce, including employers and chambers in and around the 70th Assembly District, 
there is ample and mounting evidence that the supplemental federal unemployment insurance benefits are 
keeping able-bodied workers on the sidelines and continuing to hamper an economy on the verge of recovery 
from government-mandated shut-downs and closures. Government should not be incentivizing workers to stay 
home. These benefits, like other assistance programs, should offer a hand up to folks in need and not a hand 
out.” 
 
A link to a letter dated May 17, 2021, sent to Governor Evers, signed by 50 Chambers of Commerce throughout 
the state, including the Tomah Chamber & Visitors Center, the Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry, and the Greater Wausau Chamber of Commerce can be found here. 
 
Representative VanderMeer serves as the Assembly Chair of the Committee on Rural Development and the Vice 
Chair of the Committee on Labor and Integrated Employment in addition to her other committee assignments 
for the current legislative session. 
 

### 
The 70th Assembly District includes portions of Monroe, Jackson, Portage and Wood counties 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/ab336
https://asm93-petryk.cms.legis.wisconsin.gov/media/1615/joint-letter-on-workforce-cares-funding.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/2e7fe28
https://www.wmc.org/wp-content/uploads/WMC-Letter-to-Gov.-Evers-To-Sign-AB-336-into-Law.pdf
https://www.wmc.org/wp-content/uploads/Labor-Shortage-Letter-Chamber-Support_1.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/legislators/assembly/2208

