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Wisconsin Merit Scholarship Passes Assembly 

Successful program grants merit-based scholarships to WI residents. 

 

MADISON…Today, merit scholarship legislation has passed the State Assembly on a unanimous 96-0 
vote.  The bill would ensure the successful WI Merit Scholarship program continues into the future.  Set 
at $5,000, the scholarships are based solely on merit to Wisconsin residents who are attending UW 
System schools. 

“The scholarship has been a valuable tool for the UW to ensure we are keeping our best and brightest 
students right here in Wisconsin,” said Hurd.  “This scholarship has helped our university system compete 
with other schools across the nation.” 

Created in 2018, the program has benefitted nearly 300 freshmen with $1.5 million in scholarships.  The 
scholarship is based on high school GPA and ACT scores, with it being awarded to students across all 
colleges in the UW System. 

“Studies have shown once these students leave Wisconsin, it is very difficult to get them to come back,” 
explained Hurd.  “These kids are the leaders and entrepreneurs of the future, and this program will help 
ensure they will remain Wisconsin residents.”  

Hurd pointed out that the program does not use general fund tax dollars.  Instead, it utilizes revenue from 
a segregated trust account known as the Normal School Fund (NSF).  In fact, the NSF is constitutionally 
required to benefit the UW System. 

The bill will now go to the State Senate for its consideration, where companion legislation is authored by 
Senator Steve Nass (R-Whitewater).   

Constituents can contact their state representative by e-mailing Rep.Hurd@legis.wisconsin.gov or calling 
(608) 237-9168. 

### 

The 68th Assembly District includes portions of Eau Claire, Chippewa, and Clark Counties including the 
communities of Altoona, Fall Creek, Augusta, Fairchild, Greenwood, Owen, Withee, Thorp, Cadott, 
Boyd, Stanley, the Town of Lafayette, and parts of Eau Claire. 


