[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE						     Contact: Rep. Jesse James
February 18, 2020						                                      (608) 266-9172
FOUR BILLS HEAD TO SENATE
Madison- Assembly Bill 353 (AB 353), Assembly Bill 443 (AB 443), Assembly Bill 667 (AB 667), and Assembly Bill 744 (AB 744) passed the State Assembly today. They now head to the State Senate. 
“I am excited to have four good bills head to the State Senate for consideration.”
 AB 353 will allow the State to waive an inspection of an overnight, recreational camp if the camp has displayed effective managerial control as defined by the State. 
“This will lower the regulatory burden on camps that operate only a few months out of the year.”
AB 443 will add additional psychiatric beds to HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire and St. Joseph’s Hospital in Chippewa Falls for emergency detention purposes.
“I am glad that after many months of working with constituents, stakeholder groups, the Governor, and HSHS president and staff that we have found an agreement to get additional beds for our most vulnerable population. I look forward to this bill being passed by the State Senate and signed by the Governor so we can help people closer to home when they are in a mental health crisis.” 
AB 667 allows a home schooled student to serve as an election inspector if they have a 3.0 grade point average or meet other requirements put forth by their educator, and if they have permission from their parents and administrator. 
“This bill just makes sense to give home schooled students the same rights that public, private, and tribal students already have.” 
AB 744 allows for testing of a communicable disease to occur if a public safety worker is subject to bodily fluids from an offender while on the job.
“This idea was brought to me from a constituent who noticed testing wasn’t prompted for when an officer or EMS worker, etc. were subject to bodily fluids from offenders while on the job. This bill corrects this oversight and allows testing to be done by the offender and make sure our public safety workers are safe from communicable diseases.
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