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Mayor, County Executive: Safe Disposal of Drugs Protects Environment, Families

Madison – Mayor Dave Cieslewicz and County Executive Kathleen Falk today encouraged everyone to
take advantage of the MedDrop program for disposal of out-dated or unwanted prescriptions and overthe-counter drugs. Proper disposal of these substances helps protect the environment by keeping them
out of area waters, and protects families by keeping them out of the hands of children and others who
should not have access to them.
Falk and Cieslewicz were joined at the event by State Rep. Gary Hebl (D-Sun Prairie), who authored a
joint resolution declaring June 7, 2008 “Proper Drug Disposal Day”, and several members of the
MedDrop committee that helps fund and organize the program.
“There is a growing concern that improper disposal of drugs and medicines can result in contamination
of our local waters,” said Mayor Cieslewicz. “MedDrop is a free and easy way to dispose of these items
in a way that makes sure the environment is protected.”
“Besides protecting our waterways from contamination, getting outdated or unwanted drugs out of the
house reduces the chances for children or pets to get into the drug or for someone to take the wrong
medication,” said County Executive Falk. “The County and City are happy to cooperate to protect our
waters and in-home safety.”
The second MedDrop drug disposal program will take place on Saturday, June 7, 2008, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. The location of the MedDrop event is the City Transfer Station, 121 E. Olin Avenue, between the
Alliant Energy Center and Goodman Pool.
“Our beautiful lakes and streams are some of the most valuable natural resources we have here in
Wisconsin,” Rep. Hebl said. “Citizens and public officials must work together to keep unwanted
prescription drugs from polluting our Wisconsin treasures. I encourage everyone with unused
medications to get involved in Proper Drug Disposal Day by participating in the MedDrop collection
that’s being held on Saturday.”
Residents can bring their out-dated or unwanted prescription and over-the-counter medicines in the
original container, although personal information may be marked out. Volunteers will dispose of both
the medicine and the containers, protecting patient confidentiality. This is a free, drive-through, drop off
service.
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“Now’s the perfect time for a medicine cabinet check-up,” said Kendra Jacobsen, Executive Director of
Madison Patient Safety Collaborative. “It’s good for your home and the environment.”
The 2007 MedDrop was very successful in collecting pharmaceuticals for safe disposal. Highlights
include:
•
•
•
•

Number of Cars making drops: 566
Controlled substances dropped off: 180.5 lbs (10 5-gallon containers plus 2 14-gallon containers
for a total of approximately 78 gallons)
Uncontrolled substances: 1,509.5 lbs (27 30-gallon drums of solid/liquids plus 1 30-gallon drum
of uncontrolled aerosols for a total of approximately 840 gallons)
Total Pounds collected: 1,690.5; (918 gallons)

Additional details regarding the MedDrop program are attached.
# # # # #

MedDrop will accept:
 Prescription medicine (pills, liquids and creams)
 Over the counter medicine (pills, liquids and creams)
 Medications for pets
 Vitamins
 Nebulizer solution
 Inhalers
Illegal drugs will also be taken, no questions asked. They will be turned over to authorities for
immediate disposal.
MedDrop will not accept:
 Needles/sharps
 Thermometers
 IV Bags
 Oxygen Tanks
 Nebulizer machines
Participants will be asked a few short questions including their zip code, the ease of the location and if
they’d use the service again. Madison and Dane County law enforcement will be on site to make sure
controlled substances are handled properly.
To register for MedDrop event alerts or for more information go to: www.meddropdane.org. Additional
information is also available by contacting:



Mae Knowles - Meriter Health Services - (608) 417-5622 or
Kendra Jacobsen – Madison Patient Safety Collaborative – (608) 417-5876

MedDrop is sponsored by the Madison Patient Safety Collaborative and its healthcare members:
● Dean Health System ● Group Health Cooperative of SouthCentral Wisconsin ● Meriter Hospital ● St. Mary’s Hospital
●University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics ● University of Wisconsin Medical Foundation ● William S. Middleton VA
Hospital
MedDrop is also made possible through the support of:
● City of Madison ● City of Madison Recycling ● Dane County Public Works, Highways and Transportation
● Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District ● Madison Police Public Health – Madison & Dane County
● Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin ● Pharmacies in the Dane County area ● Wisconsin Society of Pharmacy Students
The identity and creative treatment for MedDrop was created by
Knupp & Watson Advertising, Marketing and Public Relations during their 2007 Goodstock™ event.
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