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Menominee Indian Tribe Recognized for Saving Lives During 1871  

Peshtigo Fire 
 

Madison … Representative Jeff Mursau (R–Crivitz) recently recognized the Menominee Indian Tribe of 

Wisconsin for their heroic efforts to save lives during the Peshtigo Fire of 1871, which is the deadliest fire 

in our Nation’s history.  The tribe was also honored at the 147th Anniversary Ceremony in Peshtigo, but 

members from the Tribe were unable to attend the event.   

 

 “I am thankful to be a part of formally recognizing the Menominee Tribe for their selfless acts during the 

Peshtigo fire,” said Mursau.  “The Menominee are responsible for saving countless lives and protecting a 

home from destruction that later served as the only field hospital in the area.  Without them, the 

devastation would have been much worse.”  

 

Representative Mursau, who serves as the Chair of the State and Tribal Relations Committee, presented 

citations from the State Legislature and our Federal Representatives to the Menominee Tribe at a recent 

committee meeting.  Mursau was also able to recognize the Tribe for their contributions at a meeting on 

the Menominee reservation.    

 

“There are too many times in our history where we have failed to acknowledge the important sacrifices of 

our native tribes,” expressed Mursau. “I’m thankful for the opportunity I’ve been given to learn from our 

tribes and to work with them on a variety of important issues.”  

 

The Great Peshtigo Fire claimed the lives of between 1,200 to 2,400 people and the entire town and 

surrounding area were a complete loss.   
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