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Local School Districts Receive School Safety Grants Focused on Mental Health 

 

Madison … Representative Jeff Mursau (R–Crivitz) was happy to learn that five area school districts 

were awarded funds from the Wisconsin Department of Justice’s (DOJ) School Safety Grant Program this 

month. There were 595 schools and school districts that applied for this second round of grant funding, 

and so far 549 grants have been awarded, and the DOJ is reviewing the remaining applicants before 

awarding the final funds. Of the schools and school districts receiving a grant are five that serve families 

and communities in or connected to the 36th Assembly District: 

 

 Bonduel School District - $42,400 

 Crivitz School District - $43,671 

 Gillett School District - $28,923 

 Goodman-Armstrong Creek School District - $10,000 

 Oconto Falls Public School District - $95,537 

 

“I am glad so many schools in the district will be receiving this grant funding,” said Mursau.  “These 

funds are an important step in developing school-based mental health programs.”   

 

The School Safety Grant Program was created by last session’s bill, 2017 Act 143.  The program is 

administered by the Office of School Safety at the DOJ and is set to award a total of $100 million in grant 

funds to Wisconsin schools to enhance school safety and preparedness. This second round of grants are 

focused on improving student mental health and creating local School Safety Intervention teams, along 

with additional structural and physical security updates. 

 

Schools that receive a grant are required to train 10% of their staff in advanced adolescent mental health 

and create a School Safety Intervention Team (SSIT). These teams are based on a model from the U.S. 

Secret Service and will be made up of educators, counselors and law enforcement. They will be tasked 

with threat assessment and behavior monitoring in order to identify potential students in need of support 

or intervention. Information about these teams, the grant program and award process, or the full list of 

awarded schools can be viewed on the DOJ website: https://www.doj.state.wi.us/office-school-

safety/office-school-safety.  

 

“We all want to make sure our kids get the most out of their education experience, so they can have a 

great foundation for their futures,” expressed Mursau.  “By investing in these safety and mental health 

measures, we can hopefully create a positive learning environment for all students.” 
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