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Representative Brill and Senator Kapenga Issue Statement on Federal
Government Closing Hemp Loophole

[Madison] —Representative Lindee Brill (R - Sheboygan Falls) and Senator Chris Kapenga (R-
Delafield) issued the following statement on legislation, HR 5371, passed by Congress and
signed by the President into law, that would essentially ban the sale of hemp-derived products at
the federal level, both in Wisconsin and nationwide.

Representative Brill said, “I am grateful to Congress and the President for their leadership
on this necessary reform. It’s now time for the Legislature and the Governor to enact AB 503/SB
499 to be consistent with federal law.”

Senator Kapenga then added, “The 2018 federal Farm Bill created an unintentional loophole
that essentially opened the door for hemp-derived substances to be sold as drugs. Our state bill
was proposed to remedy this loophole, and thankfully, the feds fixed their own problem.”

Since the passage of the federal 2018 Farm Bill, hemp-derived products have been on sale in
Wisconsin unregulated. These include vapes, oils, drinks, and edibles.

The federal legislation closely mirrors AB 503, authored by Representative Brill and Senator
Kapenga, which would essentially end the sale of these unregulated products in Wisconsin. Like
the federal legislation, AB 503 also exempts industrial hemp.

There is a growing body of evidence that shows the dangers of these products and substances.
Both the CDC and FDA have issued warnings to the public about the hazards posed by these
products. In a notable incident in Stoughton, WI last year, 85 people were unknowingly
intoxicated with THC after eating food contaminated in a kitchen shared with a fully legal
vendor who produces hemp-derived edibles.

Representative Brill and Senator Kapenga concluded by saying, “We applaud the passage
of this new law. At a time when there are loud voices putting profits over safety regarding this
and other psychoactive substances, our federal government has stepped up and made a
common-sense determination for the safety of the American people.”
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