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By State Rep. Deb Andraca

Remember in 2022 when anonymous, private inter-
ests tried to derail the Cedar Gorge Clay Bluffs pro-
ject? After 10 years of community fundraising, orga-
nizing and grant writing, a single member of the state
Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee (JFC) brought
the project to a screeching halt with an “anonymous
objection” and the park was almost lost to a private
developer.

On Wednesday, April 17 at 9:30
a.m., the Wisconsin Supreme Court
will take on the question that was
put under the microscope because
of the Cedar Gorge preservation
battle: is the JFC objection practice
a violation of the separation of
powers?

The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Program is administered by the
Department of Natural Resources,
and the DNR awards grants
through this program using funds
that have already been appropriat-
ed by the Legislature. However,

over the years laws have been passed that allow JFC to
interject in DNR’s grant approval process. As a result,
since 2019 members of JFC have objected to nearly
one-third of all Knowles-Nelson projects before the
committee — 27 projects in all. Those 27 projects
stalled for an average of approximately 290 days

before action was taken in the
form of approval, rejection or
sometimes DNR simply withdrew
the proposed project from consid-
eration altogether.

Preserving Wisconsin’s abun-
dant natural resources should not
be a partisan or controversial
issue. In fact, the Knowles Nelson
Program is named after Republi-
can Gov. Warren Knowles and
Democratic Gov. Gaylord Nelson,
in honor of their appreciation
and advocacy for conservation.

While the Cedar Gorge project
was able to move forward thanks
to a $2.3 million ARPA grant from
Gov. Evers, the core problem still
remains — one anonymous mem-

ber of JFC can stop Knowles-Nelson projects even
though the funds have been approved in the state bud-
get and the projects vetted by DNR. Today I serve as a
member of Joint Finance. I regularly see projects
denied without explanation or sitting for months on
end with an objection but no scheduled hearing. This
is wrong, and it is not how your government should
work.

I encourage you to follow this lawsuit in Madison as
it progresses because it has a direct connection to
Cedar Gorge and could impact land conservation in
Wisconsin for years to come. You can even watch the
Supreme Court oral arguments live on Wisconsin Eye
(wiseye.org).

Thanks to everyone who fought so hard to save the
park and the investment from Gov. Evers, the public
won the battle to protect Cedar Gorge. But it is equally
important to win the war against government trans-
parency being waged on the Joint Finance Committee.
I hope the Wisconsin Supreme Court will agree.

(State Rep. Deb Andraca, D-Whitefish Bay, represents
Assembly District 23, which includes the northern sub-
urbs of Milwaukee as well as Mequon and Thiensville.)

Open Meetings & Open Records Law
Section 19.31, Wisconsin Statutes
“In recognition of the fact that a representative government of the
American type is dependent upon an informed electorate, it is
declared to be the public policy of this state that all persons are
entitled to the greatest possible information regarding the affairs
of government and the official acts of those officers and employ-
ees  who represent them.
“Further, providing persons with such information is declared to
be an essential function of representative government and an
integral part of the routine duties of officers and employees whose
responsibility it is to provide such information.”
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The only thing that 
you absolutely have 
to know is the location 
of the library

To the editor:
Albert Einstein said that. He’s not

the type of person you want to quib-
ble with.

April 7 to 13 is National Library
Week, an annual celebration of the
life-changing work of libraries,
librarians and library workers. The
Cedarburg Public Library isn’t just
a place to borrow books or study —
it’s also a creative and engaging
community center where people can
collaborate using new technologies
and develop their skills and pas-
sions.

Our library stores the energy that
fuels our imaginations. It opens up
windows to the world and inspires
us to explore and achieve, and con-
tribute to improving our quality of
life. Libraries change lives for the
better. A library is not a luxury but
one of the necessities of life.

We are so very fortunate here in
Cedarburg to have this incredible
resource and such an amazing staff.

The Cedarburg Public Library has
led our community for the past 118
years in providing services and
resources to children and their fami-
lies. At the library, you can meet
authors, join a book club, entertain
your children with the summer
reading programs, learn to use tech-
nology, read magazines and books
through e-readers, and enjoy crafts,
music, movies and more.

If you haven’t had the pleasure —
stop by this week. If you’re a regu-
lar — stop by and thank a staff
member.

“The important thing is not to

stop questioning. Curiosity has its
own reason for existence.”

Einstein also said that.
It sounds like the perfect excuse to

visit our library.
Heidi May and Jean O'Keefe

Co-Presidents
Cedarburg Friends of the Library

Students performing 
on world stage is a 
special accomplishment

To the editor,
Guten Tag! We have just returned

from having the honor of traveling
alongside of the HHS Orchestra’s
Bavaria Tour under Mr. John
Emanuelson’s leadership. Having a
chance to see our students perform
on a world stage was truly special —
a significant accomplishment that
speaks volumes about our district's
commitment to create opportunities
that enrich and educate MTSD stu-
dents beyond the classroom as well
as the outstanding and highly suc-
cessful music program and our
music faculty leaders.

These tours take a village and sig-
nificant work and Mr. Emanuelson
did an outstanding job of bringing in
the best tour directors and team to
make everything operate smoothly
and safely as well as create cultural
opportunities to be remembered for a
lifetime. The students experienced
learning about the rich and royal
history of Bavaria and also the atroc-
ities of World War II. They learned
about composers they play and also
walked the streets of villages of
walled cities from the 1200s to the
modern cities of Munich today. They
experienced different cultures —
from a variety of foreign languages,

to food, to seeing daily life through a
different lens. The students’ safety
and protection were safeguarded,
and Mr. Emanuelson did an excellent
job of working with the chaperones
who made sure the kids were safe,
cared and accounted for every step of
the tour. 

In addition, it was truly special to
see our HHS “Youth String Orches-
tra” name prominently displayed on
marquees, magazines and billboards
in the German towns of Garmish
and Rothenberg. Each performance
had quite a number of “local” audi-
ence members and the caliber of the
performances was top notch — evi-
denced by the HHS orchestra receiv-
ing standing ovations that resulted
in encore performances. 

While the students learned about
Germany, the communities the stu-
dents performed in learned about
Homestead High School, our commu-
nity of Mequon and, by extension the
United States. Each and every one of
our students showed up representing
HHS and our country in the best way
— our community would be so proud
to know the positive impact and
goodness our HHS students have
made and shared in the world last
week. 

Thank you to the Board of Educa-
tion for supporting the Bavaria tour
as well to the district administration
for investing in music and our stellar
orchestra program and faculty. More-
over, a big congratulations and
appreciation to our HHS leadership,
to Mr. Emanuelson, his tour staff of
volunteers and chaperones and to
our MTSD Orchestra parents for cre-
ating an indelible impact through
meaningful educational and learning
experiences that will be remembered
for lifetimes. 

Krista Brookman
Mequon

By State Sen. Dan Knodl and 
State Rep. Barbara Dittrich

Governor Evers often repeats the
phrase “the will of the people is the
law of the land,” but this week he
defied the will of an overwhelming
majority of Wisconsin residents in
vetoing the Saving Women's Sports
Act.

Protecting the integrity of
women's sports isn’t about exclusion
or discrimination — it’s about
upholding the principles of fairness
and safety. Female athletes deserve
better than to have their hard-
earned accomplishments under-
mined by political posturing. Ideolo-
gy aside, biological males have unde-
niably inherent and measurable
physical advantages from increased
muscle mass to higher metabolism
rates to greater lung capacity. These
have already emerged by early ado-
lescence. This disparity increases
the risk of injury, which is why
men’s and women’s sports have
always been separated. Most recent-
ly, high school athlete Payton McN-
abb lost her college sports aspira-
tions due to a volleyball injury
caused by a biological male playing
against her team. We also cannot for-
get the students who have suffered
sexual assault or abuse whose trau-
ma is compounded after being forced
to have biological males invade their
spaces.

This legislation did not “ban” any-
one from participating in sports, but
rather acknowledged these realities
faced by females. Instead, the gover-
nor chose to listen to the voices of
his party’s far-left core and wealthy

coastal elite donor base.
Make no mistake, failing to

address this issue sets a dangerous
precedent for women’s sports nation-
wide. Without protective measures
in place, female athletes also risk
losing opportunities for scholar-
ships, recognition and advancement
in their respective sports over dis-
parities that they cannot control.
Major international sporting bodies
including World Athletics, the Inter-
national Cycling Union and World
Aquatics have begun taking mea-
sures to ensure that the hard-won
protections for women’s sports
remain in place.

Recent Marquette polling reveals
over 70% of Wisconsinites believe
that participation in sports should
be based on the athlete’s gender at
birth. National polling by Pew
Research shows that support for
these measures has been increasing,
including among individuals who
know at least one transgender indi-
vidual.

Over 20 states have listened to the
public and taken action to prioritize
fairness and safety in athletics and

ensure that all athletes have the
opportunity to compete on a level
playing field. Wisconsin could have
been next. The governor’s veto of
the Saving Women’s Sports Act is a
setback for women’s sports and a
disservice to female athletes across
our state.

(Sen. Dan Knodl, R-Germantown,
represents District 8 in the Wisconsin
State Senate, covering most of south-
ern Washington County, as well as
parts of Waukesha, Ozaukee and Mil-
waukee counties. He can be reached at
Sen.Knodl@legis.wisconsin.gov or
608266-5830.

State Rep. Barbara Dittrich repre-
sents the 38th Assembly District, cov-
ering Oconomowoc and parts of
Dodge and Jefferson counties. She can
be reached by calling toll-free 1-888-
534-0038 or via email at Rep.Dit-
trich@ legis.wisconsin.gov.)
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‘Anonymous 
objector’ 

gets his/her 
day in court

“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”

— Mahatma Gandhi
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Evers’ veto harms Wisconsin’s girls

Over 20 states have listened
to the public and taken

action to prioritize fairness
and safety in athletics and

ensure that all athletes have
the opportunity to compete

on a level playing field.
Wisconsin could 
have been next.
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FIRST AMENDMENT

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
gives the press the right to publish news,
information and opinions without government

interference.  
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