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The GOP politics of destruction
continues apace here and in the
nation’s capital. 

Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos, R-Rochester, continues to try and
find a path to overturn the last
Supreme Court election by threaten-
ing to impeach the winner, Justice
Janet Protasiewicz, for perfectly prop-
er comments she made on the cam-
paign trail.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy,
under heavy pressure from the Free-
dom Caucus, launched an impeach-
ment inquiry looking for something
that might be grounds to impeach
President Biden. 

These shenanigans have nothing to
do with actual governance in Wiscon-
sin or the country and everything to
do with dismantling our democracy
in the pursuit of political power.

Wisconsin has some of the most
gerrymandered legislative districts of
any state in the nation. By every legit-
imate measure, Republicans have
drawn districts to prevent any mean-
ingful challenges to incumbent legis-
lators and maintain their grip on leg-
islative power, even when a majority
of Wisconsin voters elect Democrats
in statewide contests. Justice Pro-
tasiewicz told it like it is during her
campaign, stating her belief that Wis-
consin’s legislative district maps are
“rigged.” 

Wisconsin nonpartisan election
rules allow candidates to tell voters
about their values and beliefs. They
do not allow candidates for judicial
office to tell voters how they will rule
on a particular case or issue. Justice
Protasiewicz never crossed that line
during her campaign. 

Even if she did cross that line, it
would not be grounds for impeach-
ment under Wisconsin’s Constitu-
tion. Before a Wisconsin public offi-
cial can be impeached, they must
have done something corrupt or
committed a crime or misdemeanor.
Campaign statements don’t meet
either standard. 

Recognizing he was on very thin ice
with impeachment threats, Speaker
Vos pivoted to suggest legislation
allowing the nonpartisan Legislative
Reference Bureau to draw new leg-
islative maps that would then be sub-
ject to an up or down vote by the sit-
ting legislature. If voted down, the
maps would then be drawn again by
GOP legislators like those who drew
the gerrymandered maps in the first
place. Governor Evers rightly con-
demned the plan as “bogus” and indi-
cated he would veto any bill with
those provisions if it hit his desk. 

If Vos wanted an impartial group to
draw new legislative district maps,
there are many ways to get that done,
but that would threaten GOP legisla-
tive dominance and is a non-starter
with his members in their very safe
seats. 

Meanwhile in the nation’s capital,
the GOP-controlled House of Repre-
sentatives is faced with another show-
down over keeping the government
open and functioning. 

Under the deal struck during the
last showdown, the government was
given funds to keep the lights on,
which will run out again at the end
of this month. The hard-right Free-
dom Caucus believes that McCarthy
sold them down the river last time
and won’t have it again. They have
threatened to withhold approval of
any new spending agreement unless
McCarthy holds firm to their vari-
ous demands that would cripple the
government anyway. McCarthy
holds his position as speaker subject
to any single member being able to
call for his replacement. Freedom

Caucus member Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-
Florida, has indicated that unless
McCarthy agrees to their demands
he will make that call and force a
vote on McCarthy’s ouster as speak-
er every day. 

To try and placate the Freedom
Caucus, McCarthy reversed course
and announced the opening of an
impeachment inquiry into President
Biden without calling for a vote by
the House. GOP efforts to turn up
impeachable evidence of Biden’s
alleged corruption over the past nine
months have unearthed absolutely
nothing to connect the president to
his son’s questionable business deal-
ings or anything else of note. 

The impeachment smokescreen
won’t last long or satisfy the Freedom
Caucus, whose sole legislative agenda
appears to be the destruction of the
institutions of government. The
spending bills, necessary to keep the
government operating, still face an
uncertain future as does McCarthy as
House speaker. 

Republicans have not begun to
grasp that a majority of Americans
are fed up with their power grabs and
obstructionism when there are real
problems and issues which impact
our everyday lives that need national
and statewide attention. None of the
current crop of GOP presidential
hopefuls seems able to extricate them-
selves from the former occupant of
the White House and his authoritari-
an populism.

As GOP Utah Senator Mitt Romney
noted in announcing he won’t be run-
ning for reelection in 2025, it is time
for a new, younger generation of con-
servatives to step up and offer con-
structive solutions to the issues of
our time. I expect some will, but not
until the current GOP finishes dig-
ging its own grave in the relentless
pursuit of power. 

(Waring Fincke is a retired lawyer
and former guardian who lives in the
village of Kewaskum.)
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C’mon, America. Are we really
going to do this? In a country of
over 330 million people with
legions of brilliant, ethical, honest,
compassionate and humble servant
leaders, are we really going to be
forced to choose between Joe Biden
and Donald Trump? Is this the best
we have to offer? If the polls are
any indication, we are barreling
headlong into choosing between
these two terribly flawed grouchy
old men. 

The Democrats appear to be com-
mitted to nominating President Joe
Biden to be considered by the vot-
ers for a second term. Biden’s cog-
nitive decline is as obvious as it is
distressing. The incidents of Biden
getting confused, wandering off
and rambling incoherently are
increasingly frequent. His press
conference in Vietnam last week
was tragic. He rambled from inap-
propriate jokes to getting confused
over questions and admitting, “I’m
just following my orders here” to
having his staff cut him off as he
closed with, “I’m going to go to
bed.” 

As happens with many elderly
people who are in cognitive

decline, Biden’s unsavory personal
traits have come to the surface.
Unable to stop himself from wan-
dering from a podium, he is now
vacillating between strange whis-
pering into the handheld micro-
phone to shouting for no apparent
reason. Biden has always been
known for his prolific lying. He
was even run off the presidential
campaign trail in 1988 when he was
caught plagiarizing. His sagging
ability to think on his feet have
him blundering into even more
obvious lies. His claim last week
that he was in Manhattan the day
after 9/11 was disproven within
minutes by video of him in Wash-
ington D.C. that day. 

Biden’s years of rank corruption
are also coming to the surface. The
House Committee on Oversight
and Accountability has released

some of the evidence they have
gathered about the Biden’s real
family business. The evidence
shows years of corruption where
tens of millions of dollars from for-
eign bad actors flowed through a
web aliases (Joe Biden had at least
three) and shell companies con-
trolled by Biden family members
with Hunter Biden serving as the
primary bag man. The product
they were selling was allegedly
access to one of the most powerful
people on the planet — Joe Biden.
The Biden family has not offered
any other reasonable explanation
for why foreigners have been giv-
ing them millions of dollars. 

As if the lies, corruption, and
slip into senility was not enough,
Biden’s first term has been an
unmitigated failure. Inflation has
raged out of control eating into
every American’s quality of life.
People are struggling to buy gro-
ceries, cars and homes as real
wages have stagnated. The South-
ern border is wide open with tens
of thousands of illegal aliens flow-
ing into our nation every month to
eat at our overburdened social safe-
ty net. Our nation is running up

our national debt to a nation-
killing level. Our enemies and
friends are laughing at us as the
world order reorients away from a
languishing lion. 

Despite all of this, the Democrats
seem dead set on propping up old
Joe for another term. 

The Republicans are not doing
much better. Despite several fantas-
tic alternatives who are younger,
smarter, more conservative, more
likable, and with better records in
public office, the Republicans seem
dead set on nominating former
President Donald Trump. 

Only three years younger than
Joe Biden, Trump’s cognitive abili-
ties are holding firm even as his
stamina slumps with marathon ral-
lies being replaced by short and
infrequent campaign stops. His life-
time of lying is currently manifest-
ing itself in a voluminous attempt
to gaslight the nation as to his
record and the records of his
Republican opponents. His ener-
gies that were focused on the righ-
teous populist anger of the average
American in 2016 and 2020 have
been redirected in 2023 to his
lengthy list of personal grudges
and electoral fantasies. 

While the litany of indictments
against Trump are the more the
result of the Marxist weaponiza-
tion of our judicial system than a

true assessment of Trump’s behav-
ior, he has always shoved past
dowdy ethical to flirt with the
skirts of law. 

Trump’s record as president was
decidedly mixed. He was exception-
al in securing the border, deregu-
lating, selecting conservative
judges, pulling America back from
bad international deals, destroying
ISIS, and reigniting our economy.
These remarkable successes are
weighted down by his prolific
spending, ballooning debt, and
lethargy in adjusting government
policy to the reality of the pandem-
ic. Perhaps his greatest failure was
his terrible selection of, and sup-
port of, government officials from
Anthony Fauci to Christopher
Wray. Instead of draining the
swamp, Trump added to and pro-
tected it.  

America deserves better than to
have a presidential campaign that
resembles two semi-coherent old
men yelling at each other from
opposite ends of the bar about the
television channel. Or do we? 

I ask again … are we really going
to do this?    

(Owen B. Robinson is a conserva-
tive political commentator and for-
mer West Bend resident. He can be
reached at
owen@bootsandsabers.com.) 

The rematch nobody wants 
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“The world breaks everyone and afterward
many are strong at the broken places.”

— Ernest Hemingway
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By Rep. Robin Vos

For years on end, Wisconsin has been consumed by politi-
cal and legal battles over redistricting and what our state
legislative and federal congressional maps should look like.
It would be an understatement to say that Democrats and

Republicans haven’t exactly seen eye to eye
on the matter. Since 2021 when the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau delivered its apportionment
counts for Wisconsin, our state has endured
endless legal battles, new maps, redrawn
maps, tossed maps, and court-drawn maps.
This is not a sustainable path for our state
to continue on.

I have always firmly believed that it is the
Legislature’s duty to draw our electoral
maps. Wisconsin’s elected legislators repre-
sent every corner of the state, and it’s
important that our democratic system

incorporates the voice of every Wisconsinite. That is some-
thing only the Legislature can do — not the governor, and
certainly not the judiciary. In our system of checks and bal-
ances, compromises are necessary, and it’s not fair to the
people of Wisconsin to live in a state of political limbo,
unclear which district they live in. This could lead to thou-
sands of Wisconsin residents switching districts every other
year, unable to depend on consistent representation. The
constant battles have also been a drain on taxpayers and a
continued standstill could cost millions more.

That is why I recently proposed that we establish an inde-
pendent, nonpartisan redistricting commission to remove
politics from the process, restore confidence in our state’s
electoral system, and help our state move on from the bitter
partisan battles of the past two years. Our neighboring state
to the southwest, Iowa, has employed a nonpartisan, inde-
pendent redistricting commission for many years and has
had great success with this process. Countless Democrats
and even our own governor, Tony Evers, have previously
endorsed such a system.

In 2019, Evers proposed Wisconsin adopt the “Iowa Model”
for redistricting for the 2022 elections. A Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel headline read in part, “Want to end gerrymander-
ing in Wisconsin? Tony Evers says look to Iowa.” You can
imagine my surprise and disappointment when he and his
colleagues rejected our proposal to enact the very plan they
originally endorsed.

If Evers is truly interested in resolving this issue, why
won’t he take yes for an answer? And why did all Assembly
Democrats but one vote no on the very proposal they
authored, even after we made changes and adopted seven
amendments to address their new-found concerns? I sincere-
ly doubt this is a simple change of heart; more likely, it
appears the financial and political calculus has changed.
Deep-pocketed donors have recently committed millions of
dollars to advocating for judicial-drawn districts. Consul-
tants, lawyers, and the political class stand to make a lot of
money by a drawn-out fight. But this shouldn’t be about
donors or politics. Wisconsin needs and deserves a resolu-
tion to this problem — ideally one decided by our legislative
and executive branch, not the judiciary. That is why I pro-
posed the Evers plan to adopt the Iowa model — an indepen-
dent, nonpartisan redistricting commission that would be
created by the Legislature and the executive branch.

In his 2019 budget address, Governor Evers said “People
should get to choose their elected officials.” Now, he and his
political allies are advocating for state Supreme Court jus-
tices to draw our maps, instead of pursuing the more demo-
cratic and representative proposal he initially endorsed. We
are simply calling on the governor to stick to his word, take
yes for an answer, and work with us to help our state move
forward. The alternative — kicking the can down the road
and continued instability — is untenable. Let’s embrace
bipartisanship and cooperation so we can get back to the
business of governing, from addressing the cost of living, to
ensuring our kids have a quality education, and building a
strong economy for all Wisconsinites.

(Rep. Robin Vos, R-Rochester, is speaker of the Wisconsin
Assembly.)

A bipartisan 
resolution to 

redistricting chaos

Vos
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By Deb Andraca

Suicide is hard to talk about, but
doing so just might save a life.
September is suicide prevention
month and there has never been a
better, or more important, time to
check in on your loved ones’ mental
health. Death by suicide in Wiscon-
sin is at an all-time high, rising 41%
from 2004 to 2022, and 60% of those
deaths were by firearm. The most at-
risk groups are white middle-aged
men and white men 75 and older who
tend to own firearms at higher rates. 

Research shows if someone
attempts suicide and survives, only
about 1 in 10 of those people will go
on to die by suicide — but with a gun
the first attempt is usually fatal.
What if we could temporarily
remove a firearm from this deadly
equation and give someone a 90%
chance of survival? What if we could
encourage policies that help put time
and space between a person in crisis
and his or her firearm? There are
several bipartisan bills in the Legis-
lature that would do just that — if
the Legislature takes action.

Secure storage of firearms can
decrease gun-related injuries and
deaths while also helping to prevent
guns from being stolen, diverted into
illegal markets or used in other
crimes. The Johns Hopkins School of
Public Health reports that over 50%
of gun owners in the United States,
including 55% of gun owners with
children living with them, do not
adhere to safe firearm storage prac-
tices. Findings published by the Soci-
ety for Research in Child Develop-
ment show suicide rates among chil-
dren and adolescents who live in

homes with guns are
four times higher
than among those in
homes without guns.
Assembly Bill 352
would provide a tax
exemption to incen-
tivize the use of
items such as gun
safes, trigger locks
and gun barrel locks. 

A key part of preventing gun sui-
cide is ensuring there is time and
space between the person and a
firearm. While responsible in-home
storage is the first line of defense, it
may not be enough when the person
in crisis is the gun owner. Having an
out-of-home location to safely store a
firearm during a time of crisis can
be a life-saving option. Assembly Bill
173 awards grants to train staff at
firearm retailers and ranges to rec-
ognize a person in crisis. Funds are
available to provide materials on sui-
cide prevention and voluntary, tem-
porary firearm storage to the regis-
tered owner of the gun. 

But what if someone is unwilling
to safely store a firearm outside the
home and is in imminent danger of
self-harm or harming others? Assem-
bly Bill 352 creates an extreme risk
protection order (ERPO) in Wiscon-
sin that mirrors temporary restrain-
ing order and injunction processes
such as the existing domestic abuse
injunction. With an ERPO, if a per-
son is likely to injure themselves or
another person, a family member or
law enforcement officer may present
evidence and petition a judge to tem-
porarily prevent the person from pos-
sessing a firearm, pending a hearing
held within 14 days. At least 19 states

and the District of Columbia have
ERPO laws, including Indiana, Flori-
da, and most recently Minnesota and
Michigan. 

According to the Marquette Poll
released on May 24, 85% of respon-
dents favor laws that allow police to
remove guns from people who have
been found by a court to be a danger
to themselves or others, while 15%
are opposed. These protection orders
are strongly favored both by those in
households with guns (83%) and
those without guns (88%).

For years, despite overwhelming
bipartisan public support, the Repub-
lican-led legislature has refused to
pass lifesaving measures like these
in Wisconsin. With more guns in
more places than ever before, we
urgently need lawmakers to step up
and require firearms to be handled
safely and responsibly. We must
enact measures to help keep guns
away from those at risk, especially
young people, to give them another
chance. Talking about suicide is diffi-
cult, but not talking about it is worse.
Please contact your legislators and
urge them to pass these bipartisan
bills. The life you save could be some-
one you know. 

If you are feeling alone and having
thoughts of suicide —whether or not
you are in crisis — or know someone
who is, don’t remain silent. Talk to
someone you can trust by calling or
texting the 988 Suicide & Crisis Life-
line. 

(State Rep. Deb Andraca, D-White-
fish Bay, represents Assembly District
23, which includes the northern sub-
urbs of Milwaukee as well as Mequon
and Thiensville.)

Andraca

The link between suicide and firearms


