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Just enough winter for a fun-filled festival Map chaos

By Charley Hanney
channey@conleynet.com

262-370-0665

MEQUON — Despite
seeing enrollment
growth at both its
Michigan and Wiscon-
sin campuses, Concor-
dia University is facing
financial instability
that may lead to staff
reductions as well as
“disposition of proper-

ty, facilities, and equipment.”
Concordia University Wisconsin

and Ann Arbor (CUWAA) President
Erik Ankerberg informed students,
staff and faculty last week of the uni-
versity’s current financial state fol-
lowing a comprehensive update on the
institution, revealing that it must

reduce costs to operate sustainably
within existing revenues.

The analysis was just one step in
developing a new strategic plan for
2024-28, which includes working with
stakeholders to determine the costs of
operating both campuses and ensur-
ing financial stability moving for-
ward. The plan also indicates that the
university hopes to increase enroll-
ment to 8,500 students by January
2028.

“Regrettably, it was difficult news
to share. As alumni and cherished
donors, it’s important you, too,
receive this information …,” Anker-
berg wrote. “We wish this kind of dra-
matic action was not necessary. But to
secure our future together as an insti-
tution, it is.”

A significant reduction in opera-
tions will occur at Concordia Univer-

sity Ann Arbor (CUAA), a school that
Ankerberg said welcomed a record
incoming class this past fall that
helped push total enrollment to more
than 1,350 students, the highest it’s
ever been.

“... growth alone is sometimes not
enough. Although our tuition revenue
has increased gradually at Ann Arbor,
so too have our costs,” Ankerberg
noted. “The simple truth is this: the
Ann Arbor campus faces a structural
deficit large enough that it cannot be
overcome without a significant
change to the strategic model of how
we operate.”

Concordia University Wisconsin
(CUW) in Mequon, though not as
severe, will still undergo cuts.

“Here, too, we face an ongoing

Concordia University campuses, including
Mequon’s, facing financial struggles

By Lisa Curtis
lcurtis@conleynet.com

262-305-8934

OZAUKEE COUNTY — Fair maps in Wisconsin have
been the subject of discussion for years, and more delib-
erately in the past several months. 

But the swiftness with which
new Assembly and Senate dis-
tricts were made into law Monday
morning had many people caught
off guard. At least one city clerk
said she assumed any vote on the
maps that Gov. Tony Evers pro-
posed in January would be
appealed. But few expect any suc-
cessful appeal.

The maps were approved by the
Legislature last week, with most
Republicans voting for the Demo-
cratic governor’s bill and a majori-
ty of Democrats voting against it. 

“This is the best of the terrible
maps,” said State Sen. Duey
Stroebel, R-Cedarburg. “The oth-

ers are even worse. Frankly we had no choice.”
Making his vote even more complicated is the fact

Stroebel’s home has been in the 20th Senate District for
years, and will now be in District 8, currently repre-
sented by Dan Knodl, R- Germantown. 

New districts will have  
multiple legislators 
in the same district, 
including Stroebel 

and Knodl 

I-43 northbound ramps at Mequon Road to close through late summer
By Charley Hanney
channey@conleynet.com

262-370-0665

MEQUON — Just over five
months into construction, the
Mequon Road Interchange seg-
ment will enter its next phase of
work: the closing of the Interstate
43 northbound off-and on-ramps at
Mequon Road.

Beginning at 5 a.m. Wednesday,
both ramps are scheduled to close

to traffic long-term through late
summer 2024, as traffic on I-43
northbound between just north of
Donges Bay Road and Glen Oaks
Lane will be shifted west onto the
southbound lanes while crews
begin to reconstruct the north-
bound lanes. Two lanes of traffic
in each direction will be main-
tained.

Motorists are encouraged to use

Photo by Charley Hanney/News Graphic staff

Construction crews were on site Monday morning, ready to begin shutting
down the northbound ramps to Interstate 43.

See CLOSED, PAGE 3A

Photos by Mark Justesen/News Graphic staff

CEDARBURG — Winter returned for the weekend, just in
time for the 49th annual Cedarburg Winter Festival. While
the water in the Mill Pond behind the Cedar Creek Settle-
ment wasn’t frozen for the annual bed races, Riveredge
Drive, above, was perfectly suitable for the costumed
teams. Cream and Crepe, right, won best design. Suburban
Hogs took first place in the race. Left, Moon Man, carved by
Julie and Ron Schmidt, took best in show in the ice carving
competition. Dan Ingebrigtson’s carving, located in front of
Amy’s Candy Kitchen, took first place in design. Below, one
of the malamutes in the dog weighted sled pull contest
howls as, being new to the competition, he struggled to pull
600 pounds loaded on the trailer.

Maps courtesy of the Wisconsin Legislature

Top, is the previous boundaries for Senate District 8.
Below is the new district, part of a new statewide map
signed into law by Gov. Tony Evers Monday.

See MAPS, PAGE 5A

“With the 
outcome fine (of

the legislative
map design),

which it appears
it is, he would

run. And I would
retire.”

–State Sen. Dan Knodl  
Discussing his now

sharing a district with
State Sen. Duey

Stroebel

See CUW, PAGE 3A

Ankerberg
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OBITUARIES

Want to recognize someone for a kind deed or action? 
Simply write a letter 300 words or less to 

“Random Act of Kindness” explaining what happened and
expressing your gratitude. Please include your name and

community of residence. Letters may be emailed to
lcurtis@conleynet.com or mailed or dropped off at the 

News Graphic office, W61N306 Washington Ave., 
Cedarburg, WI.

News Graphic obituary 
guidelines 

� All obituaries must be emailed to ngobits@conleynet.com.
� The deadline is 2 p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays.
� All private and out-of-state obits must be paid for in
advance.
�  Obituary rates as of Dec. 4, 2023:
Less than 150 words: $60
151 words-599 words: $125
600 words-1,000 words: $250
1,001 words or more: publisher’s discretion
� A 3% processing fee will be added to all credit card
payments.
� A half-column picture, flag or other icon may be published
at no additional cost. A full-column picture may be added for
$25. Please include photos as a separate .jpg attachment.
� For more information, call 262-305-8934.

Debie Riebe passed away peacefully at Zilber Family
Hospice on February 13, 2024 after a hard fought battle
with cancer, she was surrounded by family who will all
miss her dearly. 

Debie was born on June 4, 1955 in Rice Lake, WI to
Lloyd and Juanita White and graduated
from Grafton High School in 1973.  She
had an unmatched ability to find light,
humor, and positivity in every situation,
which radiated onto anyone she crossed
paths with.  She was a proud, long-time
member of St. Paul Lutheran Church
and active in the church choir and
women’s guild. Her greatest joy in life
was family. 

Debie is survived by her beloved hus-
band of 35 years, Dave Riebe of Grafton,

three cherished daughters Sheila (Ryan) Williams of
Grafton, Courtney Sniegowski of Port Washington, Alli-
son (Chris) Meunier of Appleton, and the absolute pride
and joy of her life, five grandchildren: Henry Sniegowski
(6), Kinslee Williams (5), and triplets Bennett, Declan,
and Oliver Meunier (3). 

Debie is further survived by her sisters Valarie (Gary)
Dowe of Crivitz, Wanda (Jim) McGraw of Grafton,
Tammy Buol of Cudahy, brother Michael White of
Grafton, much-loved nieces and nephews Gregory
Parchim Lemke, Steven Parchim, Kelly Huchthausen,
Jacklyn McGraw, Julie Thomas, Tyler, Travis, and Troy
White, 8 great nieces/nephews and many, many friends.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Lloyd and
Juanita White, brother Gregory, sister Sherri, and sister
Becky.

A visitation will take place on Saturday, February 24th
from 9:00am – 11:00am at St. Paul Lutheran Church locat-
ed at 701 Washington St. Grafton, followed by a memorial
service at 11:00am and a luncheon to follow the service. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials to St. Paul’s Attn:
Women’s Guild are also appreciated.

To send online condolences please visit www.mueller-
funeralhome.com. 

(News Graphic — Feb. 20, 2024)

Deborah J. Riebe, 67

Marvin Oscar Hoffmann, 90, of the Town of Saukville,
entered into the kingdom of Heaven to be with his Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ on Tuesday, February 13, 2024.
Marvin was born in Newburg on April 28, 1933, son of
Henry and Julia (nee Miller) Hoffmann.

Marvin was the 3rd generation to grow
up on the family farm where he learned
the value of hard work.  As a child he
enjoyed showing dairy animals at the
Ozaukee County Fair with his brothers.
He enjoyed watching his children, grand-
children and most recently his great
grandchildren carry on the tradition. He
worked a few years at the West Bend
Company, where he met his future bride,
Eileen Schellinger.  They were married
on June 9, 1956 in St. Lawrence, WI and

settled on the Hoffmann family homestead in
Newburg where they farmed for 45 years.  

Marvin and Eileen were blessed with four
children.  They hosted numerous exchange stu-

dents over the years, first through AFS and then an Agri-
culture Exchange program which built several life-long
and lasting relationships from Norway (Anne Sundt),
France (Francoise Gemarin), and Australia (JoAnn
Grigg Mclauchlan). 

Marvin was a very patriotic individual; believing in
God and Country.  Marvin served his country in the US
Army from 1954 to 1956 with an 18-month tour in Ger-
many.  In 2015, he participated in the Stars and Stripes
Honor Flight. He deeply appreciated the mail call with
numerous letters of thanks and the welcome home recep-
tion. 

Marvin was involved for over 25 years in the Town of
Saukville government serving on the Plan Commission,
as a Town Supervisor, and the Town Chairman.  During
his tenure as Town Chairman, two major accomplish-
ments that occurred were the purchase of the first and
current Town Hall and development of The Bog golf
course. During his farming career, he was a member
Ozaukee County Dairy Promotion committee, and the WI
Farm Bureau.   Aside from farming, Marvin enjoyed
nature and liked hunting and fishing with his children
and grandchildren.  In his retirement years, he enjoyed
being outside making wood, and gardening; growing
sweet corn and other vegetables.  He also enjoyed tinker-
ing on tractors, cars, and other miscellaneous farm
equipment.

Marvin is survived by his children: Deborah (James)
Senn of Campbellsport, Peggy (Dean) Schoessow of
Mequon, Thomas of Saukville, Jerry (Kate) Hoffmann of
West Bend.  He is further survived by 15 grandchildren:
Therese (Jeremy) Keifenheim , Theodore Senn, Travis
(Bethany) Senn, Kimberly (David) Rusch, Andrew (Eliza-
beth) Schoessow, Matthew Schoessow, Michael (Saman-
tha) Schoessow; Bridget (Jeremy) Wichmann, Garrett
and Brent Hoffmann, Amy, Nick, Becky, Maggie, and
Fritz Hoffmann; 11 great-grandchildren: Korbin and
Kingston Keifenheim, Savannah and Campbell Senn,
Clara, Levi and Kolby Rusch, Bennett and Marley Schoes-
sow, Colton and Grant Schoessow.  Sister/Brother-in-
Laws: MaryEllen Hoffmann, MaryLee Schellinger, and
Eugene Weyker. And many nieces and nephews.

Marvin was preceded in death by his devoted and lov-
ing wife of 63 years, Eileen.  His parents, Henry and
Julia Hoffmann, in-laws, Arthur and Natalia Schellinger,
great-granddaughter, Lena Rusch, great-grandson Davis
Rusch, siblings: Henry Jr., Raymond, Robert Hoffmann
and Darlene Weyker. Sister/Brother-in-laws: Victoria
(Walter) Theisen, Ralph(Joan), Florian(LaVerne),
Bernard(Charlene), Franklyn(Sigrid) and Eugene
Schellinger. 

The family encourages memorials be given to the Ozau-
kee County 4-H Foundation, Stars and Stripes Honor
Flight, or Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Newburg.

Visitation will be at Holy Trinity Catholic church on
Wednesday, February 21, 2024, from 3 pm to 4:45 pm with
a mass of Christian burial at 5pm. Followed by a lunch
and fellowship in the school basement. Burial will be
held at Holy Trinity cemetery on Thursday, February 22,
2024 at 10 am. For online condolences please visit
www.muellerfuneralhome.com
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Marvin O. Hoffmann, 90
Jeanne A. (Sonderman) Jochem, 91 of York, PA, died at

SpiriTrust Lutheran Glatfelter Center on February 5,
2024.  She was the wife of John Edwin Jochem with
whom she observed their 52nd wedding anniversary on
March 13, 2023.

Born August 1, 1932 in Muskego, WI,
she was the daughter of the late Walter
H. and Eleanor (Kapanke) Sonderman.

Jeanne grew up in Hales Corner, WI
and graduated from Solomon Juneau
High School in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Her high school education included a
business/finance curriculum.  She was
formerly employed as an executive secre-
tary for Allis Chalmers for 21 years and
also Graham Packaging.

Jeanne was an active member of the
Advent Lutheran Church in York where she contributed
her time and skills for the betterment of the church.  She
served as an executive secretary to the church pastor and
held various other volunteer positions and committee
memberships.

In addition to her husband, Jeanne is also survived by
a nephew, Thomas J. Lampert of Glen Ellyn, IL and a
niece, Gwen Lampert and her husband Thomas Goebelt
of Wheaton, IL.

Following cremation, a memorial service will be held
at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, February 22, 2024 at Advent
Lutheran Church, 1775 E. Market St. York, PA.  The fami-
ly will receive guests following the service.  A private
burial will be held at a later date at Zur Ruhe Cemetery
in Cedarburg, WI.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to the Endowment Fund at Advent Lutheran
Church, 1775 E. Market St. York, PA 17402 or to the
Benevolent Fund at SpiriTrust Lutheran Village at
Sprenkle Drive, 1801 Folkemer Circle, York, PA 17404.

Arrangements by the Etzweiler Funeral Homes and
Cremation Service, 1111 E. Market St. York, PA.
www.etzweilerfuneralhome.com.  
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Jeanne A. Jochem, 91

Pika is an indepen-
dent, charming chinchilla
available for adoption at
the Wisconsin Humane
Society Ozaukee Campus.
This 5-year-old cutie
weighs just over 1 pound
and has incredibly soft
fur. Pika prefers to live in
his own environment
away from other chin-
chillas. He may take a few
weeks to bond with his
new humans, but once
he’s comfortable he’ll
allow handling. If you’re
interested in meeting Pika to see if he’s a match for you,
please visit www.wihumane.org/adopt today!

Pet of the Week

Maps
From Page 1A

Stroebel said the top
boundary of District 8 was
moved just to the north of
his property line. 

The District 8 seat is up
for election this fall. 

Stroebel and Knodl said
they have talked, and
Knodl decided it was best
to retire and let Stroebel
pursue the seat in the elec-
tion. 

“With the final outcome
(of the legislative map
design), which it appears it
is, he would run. And I
would retire,” Knodl said
Monday. 

Knodl also promised to
campaign for Republican
candidates in the fall. 

“I will be the senator for
the year,” he said. “I will
not be disappearing any-
time.”

Both he and Stroebel
pointed out that there were
many, many more situa-
tions like this for Republi-
cans across the state than
Democrats. Stroebel said
that 29 incumbent Republi-
cans are pitted against each
other in 15 different dis-
tricts, while only four
Democrats were paired. 

They said that those who
no longer live in the dis-
trict they once represent-
ed will have to run in their
new district — or move to
their old one. 

There are major changes
in the Assembly districts
across the state, as well,
including in Ozaukee Coun-
ty. Democrat Deb. Andraca,
D-Whitefish Bay, will keep
most of her District 23
intact. 

For State Reps. Rob
Brooks, R-Saukville, and
Paul Melotik, R-Grafton,
their districts have been
moved far from their
homes. 

District 60 had gone as far
north as the Ozaukee-She-
boygan counties line and
south to Pioneer Road, and
included Saukville, New-
burg, part of the city of
Cedarburg and part of
Washington County. 

The new Highway 60 is
moved north to Fond du lac. 

Assembly District 24 will
shift west to an area now
represented by Janel
Brandtjen, R-Menomonee
Falls.

Melotik said it was
important to get something
approved so voters knew
what their maps would be. 

“None of it is favorable to
Republicans,” he said.

In a press release Monday
morning, Evers said the
maps will undo more than a
decade of Wisconsin being
the most “gerrymandered”
states in the country. The
term refers to the party in
power in the Legislature
redrawing political districts
following the U.S. Census to
pack them with voters who
would provide their party
an election victory. Many
have argued that the Repub-
licans have maintained a

firm majority in the state
Senate and Legislature
because of the way they
have drawn the districts. 

Many have called for an
independent commission to
draw those lines, which is
why many Democrats
opposed the governor’s
maps. 

“I will always try to do the
right thing for our state.
Wisconsinites want fair
maps, and Wisconsinites
deserve fair maps. So,
today, I’m enacting fair
maps for the great state of
Wisconsin,” Gov. Evers
said. “When I promised I
wanted fair maps — not
maps that are better for one
party or another — I damn
well meant it. Wisconsin is
not a red state or a blue
state—we’re a purple state,
and I believe our maps
should reflect that basic
fact. 

The Wisconsin Supreme
Court previously ruled Wis-
consin’s legislative maps
were unconstitutional, leav-
ing no legislative maps in
place for the 2024 election.
Gov. Evers’ maps enacted
today will take effect imme-
diately after publication
and will be in place for the
fall elections, providing cer-
tainty for candidates and
campaigns preparing to cir-
culate nomination papers
this spring.

Andraca said in a state-
ment Monday that after a
decade of living under one
of the country’s most noto-
rious Republican gerry-
manders, Wisconsin will
finally hold elections with
new voting maps.  

“All candidates should be
able to win elections based
on their message, not their
map. For far too long
Republicans have hidden
behind their gerrymander
and ignored the will of the
people, refusing to vote or
hold public hearings on
popular issues such as gun
safety, Medicaid expansion
and increased funding for
public schools,” Andraca
said. “Wisconsinites finally
have an opportunity to be
heard and to elect candi-
dates who will enact poli-
cies that will move our state
forward.”

Andraca said that the
state will never be free of
partisan gerrymandering
until a nonpartisan redis-
tricting process is created. 

Maps courtesy of the Wisconsin Legislature

Above is the previous boundaries for Senate District 20.
Below is the new outline for the district, long respresented
by Duey Stroebel.


