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Adult Summer Reading Friday
Film Series: “The Computer
Wore Tennis Shoes,” 2:30 p.m.
to 4:45 p.m. Friday, Cedarburg
Library, W63N589 Hanover Ave.,
Cedarburg. Bring your own
snacks. No registration required.

Fish Days, 5 p.m. Friday and 8
a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday, Veter-
ans Park, 432 N. Lake St., Port
Washington. Enjoy food, live
entertainment, Saturday parade,

Saturday classic car show, Sat-
urday fireworks and more.

Summer Patio Music Series:
Sliphorn Jazz, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. Friday, Mequon Public Mar-
ket, 6300 W. Mequon Road,
Mequon. Enjoy music on the out-
door patio.

Heritage Day, 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Jonathan Clark House
Museum, 13615 N. Cedarburg
Road, Mequon. Experience the

life of our early settlers. Enjoy
brewing history and artifacts,
Foxtown Brewing samples, nos-
talgic games and hands-on activ-
ities of yore of early Wisconsin
settlers. Free family event. Light
refreshments available.

Summer Patio Music Series:
Extra Crispy Brass Band, 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Mequon Public Market, 6300 W.
Mequon Road, Mequon. Enjoy

music on the outdoor patio.

Outdoor Movie Night: “The
Goonies,” 9 p.m. Saturday,
Oscar Grady Public Library, 151
S. Main St., Saukville. Watch a
film under the stars. Weather-
dependent.

Bingo, 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Ameri-
can Legion and Auxiliary Post
470, 601 W. Dekora St.,
Saukville. Doors open at 5 p.m.

Fun Things To Do This Weekend Have a news tip?
Contact Lisa Curtis.

Email:
lcurtis@conleynet.com

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWS GRAPHIC, CALL 262-306-5000 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

CEDARBURG

By Christina Luick
cluick@conleynet.com

262-224-4166

CEDARBURG — A new proposal for luxury apartments
on the southeast corner of Highway 60 and Sheboygan Road
has met some resistance from some Cedarburg Council
members and neighbors.

Mandel Group approached city officials seeking feedback
for a multi-family development on the vacant 17-acre parcel

consisting of different buildings with
a total of 250 units, according to the
agenda information given to the Com-
mon Council Monday.

The site is currently classified as
commercial on the city’s Comprehen-
sive Land Use Plan.

The Plan Commission reviewed the
plans at its meeting July 6 and mem-
bers’ reactions were somewhat posi-
tive, but they did ask for a commer-
cial component to be added according
to the agenda information. Develop-

ment Associate Dan Romnek of Mandel Group told the
Common Council that they have started to look at adding
something retail/commercial into their plans.

Luxury 
apartments

plan receives
pushback

“Cedarburg is
quickly becoming
unattainable for

middle-class 
people.”
– Kristin Burkart  

Cedarbrug Common
Council member

Cedarburg prepping Western Road site for development

Vindication or a solution in search of a problem?

Photos by Mark Justesen/
News Graphic staff

CEDARBURG — Work is
now underway for a new
residential development
and tax incremental district
No. 7 at N49W6337 West-
ern Road in Cedarburg at
the former Mercury Marine
site. The building on the
site, shown in the photos
above and left, more
recently was a plant site for
Wilo Machine Company.
The proposed development
includes single-family pock-
et neighborhood homes,
townhomes and apartment
buildings. The residential
elements will be all tied
together as one unified
planned development.

Brainstorming continues
regarding dangerous
Grafton intersection 

OZAUKEE COUNTY —
The Wisconsin Supreme
Court ruled last week that
absentee ballot drop boxes
may be placed only in
staffed election offices and
that no one other than the
voter can return a ballot in
person.

The legal battle over the
use of drop boxes in the
state started in January
when a Waukesha County
Circuit Court judge
declared that state law does-
n’t allow for unstaffed ballot
boxes. Although the ban
was temporarily blocked by
the Appeals Court in the

February election, it was
back in effect for the April
election before the final
decision was made by the
Wisconsin Supreme Court.

Clerks around the state
have put up signage warn-
ing voters that ballots
turned into a drop box will
not be counted.

The decision didn’t
address whether anyone
other than the voter can
return his or her own ballot
by mail.

The city of Cedarburg
included a notice to absen-
tee ballots that states the
use of drop boxes is prohib-

ited for the Aug. 9 partisan
primary election. It
explains that individuals
can personally deliver their
own ballot to City Hall dur-
ing business hours and they
cannot have someone else
drop it off unless qualified
under state law.

State Sen. Duey Stroebel,
R-Saukville, expressed his
support for the decision in a
statement.

“For two years I have wit-
nessed an exhausting array
of activist local officials, the
Wisconsin Elections Com-
mission, Democrat col-
leagues and media commen-

tators insist that the use of
drop boxes was so obviously
legal that anyone opposing
their widespread use simply
wanted to attack democra-
cy,” he said. “I am glad the
Wisconsin Supreme Court
has restored compliance
with the rule of law. This
ruling vindicates all of my
colleagues and constituents
who have been pleading for
their officials to address
this issue.

“The Supreme Court said
it plainly, ‘[t]he statutory
requirements governing

Elected officials react to state Supreme Court ballot box ruling

GRAFTON

By Melanie Boyung
Special to the News Graphic

GRAFTON — Some improvements have already been
made at the Grafton intersection of Cedar Drive and Falls
Road to help pedestrians, and now the matter will go to the
Board of Public Works to be considered for additional sig-
nage to mark out pedestrian crossings in the uncontrolled
intersection.

The village Public Safety Committee discussed the inter-
section at its meeting Tuesday in response to resident con-
cerns. Information provided by Police Chief Jeff Caponera
stated that some actions have already been taken to high-
light the pedestrian crossing, with the Police Department
and Public Works Department involved in making the
crossing more visible for resident safety.

“DPW did trim the trees as requested (around signs) and
placed a pedestrian right of way sign in the middle of Falls

See RULING, PAGE 8A

See APARTMENTS, PAGE 8A

See TRAFFIC, PAGE 8A
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Apartments
From Page 1A

In a letter to the Plan Commission from
June 9, Romnek said the development
would offer four apartment styles: studio,
one-bedroom, two-bedroom and three bed-
room apartments.

“The variety of unit styles is intended to
appeal to a diverse demographic of millen-
nials, young families and empty-nesters,”
Romnek wrote.

Romnek added that the project would
include a fitness center, clubroom, outdoor
pool, outdoor courtyard, dog run, bike stor-
age and repair and car wash.

Romnek explained to the Common Coun-
cil that they planned their development
around the wetlands to make it an amenity
to the area.

“Council members should keep in mind
that since this area is far removed from our
downtown business and service area and
even further from the south business dis-
trict, the current Land Use classification
was intended to promote commercial devel-
opment that would serve the needs of resi-
dents in this area,” according to city staff
comments.

Nearly 100 residents of The Glen at Cedar
Creek signed a petition against the pro-
posed development.

“As residents we care deeply that the
quality of life in our general area is main-
tained, and we believe approving a high
density residential housing project near
our neighborhood is an irreversible mis-
take that will have serious long term conse-
quences,” according to the petition, which
was given to the Plan Commission and the

Common Council.
Some concerns the residents had were

property values and traffic on the public and
private roads and sidewalks. The letter
asked the commission and council to focus
on developing retail services on the property.

Council member Sherry Bublitz, who
also lives nearby the development, said she
was also hoping for retail or commercial
development on the site and that she does
not want to see residential apartments
there.

“I think that as a city we should take our
time with that particular parcel. We have a
lot of development going on all on the
northern end of Cedarburg, southern end
of Grafton,” she said. “And I would like us
to really look at that property and say ‘how
can we best serve the people that we
already agreed to let live there.”

Council member Jack Arnett argued
against points of concern the petition
made and added that retail has failed up
and down Highway 60 in that area.

Council member Kristin Burkart also
noted the upcoming developments in
Cedarburg and that they don’t know what
the needs of the future people will be.

Burkart said she is over luxury apart-
ments in Cedarburg.

“Cedarburg is quickly becoming
unattainable for middle-class people,” she
said.

Council member Pat Thome said they
need substantial commercial development
at the site.

Council member Gus Forbes said he did-
n’t think any commercialization would be
supported with the amount of residences
that are located in that particular area.

The Common Council did not vote on this
as it was just a consultation.

Traffic
From Page 1A

Road as requested. The crosswalk painting
and comparison will need to be brought for-
ward through the DPW Committee as it is
not a police issue,” Caponera wrote in a
committee report.

The matter came up at an earlier meeting,
when residents expressed concerns about
the safety of crossing the intersection with
significant traffic, no stop signs and vehi-
cles not always seeing the crossing ahead of
time.

The only sidewalk on Falls Road is along
the north side, which means pedestrians on
Cedar Drive who want to cross Falls Road
must heed cars coming around a quick cor-
ner on the east or cars coming over a hill to
the west. 

During the discussion, committee mem-
bers talked about possible further actions
that could be taken to improve pedestrian
safety, including reflective painting for the
crosswalk markings, more signage or flash-
ing solar lights that mark the crosswalks
location.

Those ideas will have to go to the Board of
Public Works because signage and pave-
ment marking are handled through that
department and its budget. Village Trustee

Lisa Harbeck, who is also on the Public
Safety Committee, said that is scheduled to
occur at the Board of Public Works in
August.

Caponera also relayed some traffic data
for the intersection during the meeting. He
said there was a battery problem when they
first installed the monitoring device, so
only two days of data are currently avail-
able.

“I will have a full 10 days coming at the
August meeting,” Caponera said.

The traffic data he shared was for Satur-
day and Sunday of last weekend. The device
captured 8,839 vehicles traveling on Falls
Road through the intersection in both lanes
combined across the two days. The speed
limit there is 25 mph.

Of those vehicles, 81 were recorded travel-
ing at speeds between 36 mph and 40 mph.
There were six vehicles recorded between
41 and 45 mph. Caponera noted that at that
speed, the vehicles traveling at more than 40
mph could have been emergency vehicles.

“We have an (enforcement) threshold of
12 mph. The percent above the threshold
limit was 0.3%,” he said.

There were 2,147 vehicles that traveled
between 21 and 25 miles an hour, and 4,866
between 26 and 30 mph.

“When you look at the numbers there,
between 21 mph and 35 mph is what most
traffic is doing,” Caponera said.

Photo by Mark Justesen/News Graphic staff

Pedestrians on Cedar Drive trying to cross Falls Road to get to the sidewalk on the other side
must navigate cars coming around a bend to the west and a hill to the east. Grafton village offi-
cials have increased signage in the area, but are still discussing further improvements.

Photo by Mark Justesen/News Graphic staff

The bend in the road on the bridge over the Milwaukee River also challenges drivers to see
pedestrians who may be crossing the road ahead of them.

Ruling
From Page 1A

absentee voting must be
completely satisfied or bal-
lots may not be counted.[i]’
Election administrators,
both state and local, do not
get to pick and choose
which laws to enforce or fol-
low. It is not the role of elec-
tion administrators to defy
state law because they think
they know better, or have
better intentions. The
Supreme Court has just con-
firmed that those same peo-

ple charged with election
administration have been
wrong for two years. Wis-
consinites rightly expect
every single election admin-
istrator to faithfully follow
the law to restore public
confidence.”

District 23 Rep. Deb Andra-
ca, D-Whitefish Bay, called
the Wisconsin Supreme
Court’s decision a solution in
search of a problem.

“Despite multiple audits
of the 2020 election there
has been zero evidence of
voter fraud,” she said.
“Secure ballot drop boxes

are used particularly by the
elderly and disabled who
have difficulty returning
their ballots without the
assistance of others, and
they go directly to the clerks
without the risk of being
lost or delayed in transit.
We should make it easier,
not harder, for every eligible
voter to cast a ballot and
this decision takes Wiscon-
sin in the wrong direction.”

If anyone has any ques-
tions about the upcoming
election, they should con-
tact their local clerk or visit:
https://myvote.wi.gov.

SENIOR MENU
July 18 through July 22

Ozaukee County Food and Friendship
MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Reservations and cancellations are required by noon two
days in advance. Call 262-284-8136.

Monday: Herbed grilled chicken breast, baked sweet potato/butter, 5 way mixed veg-
etable, 7 grain bread/butter, kitchen’s choice fruit

Tuesday: Chicken salad on croissant/tomato slice/leaf lettuce, tomato onion salad, water-
melon, Rice Krispies treat, fruit

Wednesday: Meat lasagna, garlic breadstick, seasoned wax beans, romaine salad/Italian
dressing, fruit, cookie, sugar free cookie

Thursday: Closed
Friday: Swedish meatballs in gravy, mashed potatoes, California blend vegetables,

bread/butter, mandarin oranges

Want to recognize someone for a kind deed or action? Simply write a letter 300 words or
less to “Random Act of Kindness” explaining what happened and expressing your gratitude.

Please include your name and community of residence. Letters may be emailed to
lcurtis@conleynet.com or mailed or dropped off at the News Graphic office, 

W61N306 Washington Ave., Cedarburg, WI.


