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dream.
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Please sign up for  
my E-updates on my 

website!

You can also call,  
email, and follow me 

at the following: 

Office:  
(608) 267-2367

Toll Free:  
(888) 534-0022

Email:  
Rep.Brandtjen 

@legis.wi.gov

Website:  
RepBrandtjen.com

Facebook: 
@RepJanel 

Twitter: 
@RepJanel

Legislative Budget Report
 

• The Legislative Fiscal Bureau projected a $3.8 billion surplus 
by the end of the budget cycle in June of 2023. 

• $2.3 billion income tax cut.

• Property tax cut: A typical family will save $1,200 in income 
and property tax relief.

• Increase of $2 billion to K-12 schools.

• Exemption of all active-duty military income, spending  
$40 million over the biennium.

• Kept Unemployment Insurance taxes at the lowest level to 
make sure taxes are not raised on Wisconsin businesses.

• $100 million more for nursing home reimbursement rates.

• $104 million to Direct Caregivers in Family Care.

• Increase of special education by 10% or $86 million.

• Increase in funding of $14.5 million for autism services.

The Republican Legislature has 
Wisconsin on the Right Track

It’s been a privilege to serve in the Assembly during the 2020-2022 session. The government’s 
overreaction to COVID-19 certainly created a host of issues, but Wisconsin still has much  
to celebrate.

The bipartisan budget proposed 
by the Legislature was adopted by 
Governor Evers. It keeps Wisconsin 
in the black, continues to provide 
a rainy day fund, and permanently 
cut income taxes by $2.3 billion 
over the biennium. Unlike the 
federal government, Wisconsin must 
propose a balanced budget, and 
cannot spend beyond its funding. 
Wisconsin is one of only a few states 
that has a fully funded retirement 
program, including pensions and 
insurance, and has adopted GAAP accounting principles to provide a transparent balance 
sheet. Revenues in the state continue to increase, but with rising gas prices and inflation, 
managing the budget will require attention.

Getting people back to work and finding workers to fill open positions will create incredible 
job openings for the next generation. Looking forward, employers and the universities will 
continue to offer online education to as a way to grow and adopt employees. Keeping kids home 
from school because of COVID-19 was, not only completely unnecessary, but incredibly hard 
on parents. However, we recognized an opportunity to develop an online learning platform, 
which some learners embraced and others fell behind. Realizing new online developments in 
education that Wisconsin had previously never accepted, will create a niche of online learning. 
Once again, the budget added revenue to schools to benefit our children.

COVID-19 created havoc on so much of our society, but with challenges come new opportunities. 
I am committed to growing Wisconsin, while embracing the changes that will provide success, 
and improve our great state for the next generation.

Proudly representing the  
22nd Assembly District,  

which includes Butler, Brookfield, 
Lannon, Lisbon, Menomonee Falls, 

Pewaukee, and Sussex.
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Rethinking Education
With students and parents working together at home, the 
shortcomings of our educational system have been thoroughly 
exposed. We need to take this opportunity to work together 
in order to bring significant reforms to the way we teach 
our children. We must move away from a monopolistic 
teachers union and put parents and students in charge of 
their education. The money should follow the students,  
and families should be making the major decisions. 

A good education is so important for our children and the 
Legislature is continuously improving and investing in our 
educational systems. Here are a few bills from this session:

• Expand School Choice for all families.

• Allow microschools.

• Expand public charter schools.

• Provide improved gifted and talented programs.

• Split the Milwaukee Public Schools into smaller  
school districts.

• Give parents the right to have their children opt out of 
mask mandates.

• Require schools to provide full-time, in-person learning 
with optional virtual learning.

• Require full transparency of curriculums.

• Eliminate Critical Race Theory.

• End DPI’s manipulation of school report card data.

Election Integrity
As the chairperson of the 
Assembly’s Campaigns 
& Elections committee, 
election reform has 
been one of my biggest 
priorities this session.  
I have worked tirelessly to 
discover what went wrong 
in the 2020 election in 
order to create legislation 
to resolve those issues. Democrat or republican, we can agree 
that we all deserve fair and transparent elections.

Here are a few of the election reform bills we have worked on:

• Closure of voter ID loopholes.

• Dissolve the Wisconsin Elections Commission (WEC).

• Publication of the WEC minutes.

• Prohibit public funding for specific municipalities.

• Standardized ballot absentee applications.

• Reduce chance of double voting in multiple states.

• Secure ballot chain of custody.

• Conduct regular, comprehensive audits.

• Create stronger penalties for violating election laws.

• Reform the indefinitely confined status.

• Standardized procedures for ballot collecting.

• Establishment of a uniform observation distance for 
recount observers.

• Protection of the non-partisan voting assistance for seniors 
in long-term care facilities.

• Provide transparency to legislators by providing them with 
copies of WEC complaints and their resolutions.

• Removal of ineligible voters and deceased people from  
the voter rolls.

• Protection for election officials who report fraud.

• Guarantee that only voters can make corrections on  
their ballots.

Safety Begins with 
Supporting Police

Nothing is more important than keeping our families safe.  

Being a police officer in a large city is a particularly dangerous job, 

and Milwaukee and Madison are no different. The vehicle that 

balances the police and firefighters with the community is the Police 

and Fire Commission. I authored AB 114 with Senator Wanggaard 

and it requires at least one retired police officer or firefighter to 

be on each city’s commission, giving expertise from those who 

have actually performed the job. I’m happy to announce that 

after 5 years of hard work, this bill finally passed both houses with 

bipartisan support. It now awaits the Governor’s signature in order to  

become law.

As crime is on the rise, the number of officers on our streets is at the 

lowest level in over a decade. Republicans put together a bill package 

allocating approximately $25 million federal dollars to recruit, retain, 

train, support, and equip our officers. 

Private Money  
in Elections 

In 2020, Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg gave $8.8 million 
to the cities of Green Bay, Milwaukee, Madison, Kenosha 
and Racine via the Center for Tech and Civic Life (CTCL).  
These cities all vote heavily for democrat candidates and 
used most of the money to “get out the vote” in democrat 
wards. The contracts that the mayors of these cities signed 
with CTCL required them to spend the money according to 
CTCL guidelines, or they would have had to return the money.  
Fraud charges have been legally filed against these cities.  
The governor vetoed the bill that would have required any private 
money to be dispersed on a per capita basis to all Wisconsin 
communities. The constitutional amendment passed by the 
legislature would eliminate private money all together.

Passing Three 
Constitutional 
Amendments 

Because Governor Evers has refused to address election 
integrity, both houses passed three constitutional 
amendments that:

1. Require voters to be U.S. citizens.

2. Require voters to show photo identification  
at the polls. 

3. Prohibits private funds to be accepted for elections. 

These constitutional amendments must pass next session 
and then taken to the people for a vote.

State Representative

Janel
Brandtjen

Milwaukee Police Association President Andrew Wagner, 
Representative Brandtjen and Representative Wichgers attend  

the public hearing on AB 114.


