
 

 

FAQ - Stadium District Board Bill 

Frequently asked questions answered by Representative Steffen 

 

1. What is the Stadium District? 

Not to be confused with the area surrounding Lambeau Field, the Stadium District is an 

abbreviation for the Stadium District Board of Directors. The Stadium District is a 

temporary government program made up of 7 appointed Brown County residents. 

These individuals serve as the District Board Members, and were charged to oversee the 

3-year, $285 million Lambeau Field Redevelopment project that concluded in 2003. 

 

2. You have referred to the Stadium District as a “statutory artifact.”  What does that 

mean in relation to your proposed bill?  

In 1999, the State Legislature passed a bill to create a temporary government program to 

manage the redevelopment of Lambeau Field. The bill identified three specific 

responsibilities of this temporary government program, commonly referred to as the 

Stadium District:   

1. Oversee the 2000-2003 Lambeau Field redevelopment 

2. Administer the related half-cent, Brown County sales tax 

3. Pay off the loans related to the redevelopment project 

All three of these objectives were complete as of 2015. As the Stadium District was 

created by law to meet these three specific objectives, the Stadium District should have 

been dissolved when that purpose was accomplished.  

 

3. Okay, so the Stadium District no longer has a statutory mission or legal purpose. 

Why does that matter?  

When a statutory mission is fulfilled by a temporary government program, it should 

either dissolve or seek statutory continuation. All of the objectives of this program were 



 

completed 6 years ago. If the Stadium District wishes to continue as a governing board, 

they need to go through the legislative approval process and provide a new purpose for 

their continued existence. 

 

4. Can you refresh my memory on what the public was promised during the 2000 

referendum?  Is it possible that the District’s permanency was promised then?  

In 2000, the Green Bay Packers hired me for the specific purpose of communicating the 

intent and value of the stadium redevelopment. As a contributing author of every ad 

and piece of referendum literature, I am fully aware of the purpose, focus, and promise 

associated with the 2000 referendum. The commitment between the Green Bay Packers 

and the citizens of Brown County was solely tied to restoring the Green Bay Packers to 

financial stability through a very specific $295 million stadium construction project. 

This purpose and promise are clearly reflected in the two primary education pieces the 

Packers distributed to the public (attached) in 2000, and was also the core, shared belief 

of the legislation’s author and the Green Bay Packers. 

 

5. Did you receive assistance in drafting this proposal?   

Yes. I’ve spent six months collaborating with legislative attorneys, tax experts, 

accountants, property management companies, and individuals with expertise in NFL 

and stadium economics.    

 

6. If the Stadium District is dissolved and maintenance responsibility is transferred 

back to the City of Green Bay, I’m concerned about the stadium not being maintained 

to its current level. It is a beautiful structure, and I don’t want to see it fall into 

disrepair. What will you do to address this concern?  

Lambeau Field always has been, and always will be, a source of community pride. I 

assure you this a priority for me. My proposed bill includes a requirement to uphold 

the current level of maintenance and aesthetic beauty. All maintenance is currently 

handled by an independent maintenance management company with national facility 

experts. I will require, through law, the city of Green Bay to continue with this level of 

oversight and attention. It is also important to remember that the Packers have agreed 

to pay for expenses and responsibilities not handled by the taxpayers.    

 



 

7. What are the benefits of having the City of Green Bay oversee Lambeau Field instead 

of the District? 

First, it will cost less. The District hires three part-time administrative staff, whereas the 

city of Green Bay already has staff on the payroll to handle this responsibly. Second, the 

Green Bay government works every week. The District meets just four afternoons a 

year. This means additional attention and oversight of Lambeau Field. Third, and most 

importantly, the city of Green Bay has extensive legal requirements relating to 

transparency and public funds handling. The District board does not have the same 

structure and operates without direct review of expenditures of the public’s money.  

 

8. If this legislation passed, would Lambeau Field still be owned by “the public”?  

Yes. Lambeau Field has been the property of Green Bay since it was constructed in 1956 

and it will remain Green Bay’s property.  

 

9. Will this legislation cost the Green Bay Packers more money than the current 

arrangement? 

No. This proposed legislation has no financial impact on the Green Bay Packers. 

 

10. Your proposal would return the majority of the $81 million of the District’s bank 

account to the people of Brown County. Why not just turn it all over to the local 

governments?  

Through my 2015 legislation relating to the Lambeau Field sales tax, $17.3 million has 

already been returned to our local and county governments. Because the residents (not 

the municipalities) paid the tax, I believe it’s time for people to get some of that money 

back too.   

 

11. Other than the $600 refund check, would I see any other immediate changes? 

Other than the refund, there will be very few noticeable immediate impacts for the 

public. While my proposal does include a series of lower-dollar allocations of the $81 

million for Lambeau Field area infrastructure, small business assistance, tourism, and 

public beautification programs, most of the money will not be available for another 10 

years. This is because the majority of the funds and revenue generating streams will be 



 

dedicated to Lambeau Field maintenance through 2031. At this point, the lease dictates 

that the Packers assume a greater share of financial responsibility for Lambeau Field.  

 

12. Will Green Bay be able to cover the Lambeau Field maintenance costs?  

Absolutely. The city will immediately receive millions in Stadium District reserves and 

control the various on-going Lambeau Field revenue streams.  Over the remaining years 

of the lease, the city will generate a minimum of $200 million in revenue, while 

incurring $70 million - $100 million in lease-directed stadium maintenance expenses.  

This means the city will net a minimum of $100 million to use for other city priorities. 

 

13. I am concerned with Green Bay’s decisions on spending taxpayer dollars.  Does your 

legislation address this concern? 

Yes. The top concern I received from Brown County residents is this issue. Based on this 

input, my proposal will be modified to include specific requirements on how Green Bay 

can use the money. If my bill passes, the law will require the new revenue to be used for 

the following purposes: road repairs and upgrades, law enforcement, taxable economic 

development, and additional tax relief checks for Green Bay residents.   

 


