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Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate 

Bill 339. The genesis of this bill is the Uniform Law Commission—of which Sen. Risser and I are 

commissioners. Adoption of this bill will take the necessary steps to protect victims of domestic violence 

who have restraining orders issued by Canadian courts. As of last week, four states (California, Delaware, 

Nevada, & North Dakota) have adopted the Act and one other state (Rhode Island) has introduced the Act 

this year. 

 

Currently Wisconsin courts do not have any stated procedures or statutes that govern the application 

or enforcement of foreign law, judgements, or orders when these issues arise. It is unclear whether a 

Wisconsin court can enforce a foreign order. It is possible a Wisconsin court, under the common law 

principal of comity, might enforce the order so long as the order is not contract to the law, morals, or policy 

of Wisconsin.1 

 

Adoption of this Act will provide law enforcement officers and courts with certainty. The Act 

allows law enforcement officers to enforce a Canadian order without hesitation as if it were issued by a 

Wisconsin court. Similarly, courts will enforce these orders using existing Wisconsin procedures.2 If any 

order is disputed or the due process notice rights of the respondent are otherwise in question, procedures 

are available for a court to order enforcement, refuse enforcement and for a respondent to receive due notice 

of the order against them. 

 

 Finally, we give law enforcement officers and other criminal justice system personnel immunity if 

they act in good faith while enforcing a Canadian order. 

 

A violation of a Canadian order carries the same penalty of a violation of a Wisconsin domestic 

abuse restraining order or injunction: $10,000 or imprisonment for not more than 9 months or both.3  

                                                           
1 See In re Estate of Steffke, 65 Wis.2d 199 (1974). 
2 See Wis. Stat. 813.12 (Domestic abuse restraining orders and injunctions), 813.122 (Child abuse restraining orders 

and injunctions), 813.123 (Restraining orders and injunctions for individuals at risk), 813.125 (Harassment 

restraining orders and injunctions). 
3 See Wis. Stat. 813.12(8)(a). 



 

 

While Canadian domestic violence protection order enforcement in Wisconsin may be an 

infrequent occurrence, adopting this Act may save a victim’s life at a critical moment. 

 

Finally, Canada currently recognizes protection orders issued by Wisconsin and American courts 

as a part of the Uniform Enforcement of Canadian Judgments and Decrees Act; let us, as a growing number 

of our sister states have done, reciprocate in the spirit of comity, protect all victims of domestic violence 

and support adoption of this Act. Thank you for your time and attention. 

 


