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SPEAKER S TASK FORCE ON

.".* / Suicide Prevention

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM

DATE: Wednesday, September 25, 2019

TO: Legislative Colleagues

FROM: Representative Paul Tittl

RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB- 41671, relating to: an interim psychologist license.

DEADLINE: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at 5:00 PM

This legislation is part of a broader package of bills recommended by the Speaker’s Task Force on Suicide
Prevention. This bipartisan task force was created in March of 2019 and held six public hearings across the state
with the charge of evaluating the current resources for suicide prevention and identifying opportunities to target
and assist at-risk individuals.

Current law requires every psychologist practicing in Wisconsin to be licensed by the Psychology Examining
Board. It also requires a psychologist to have a doctoral degree in psychology from an accredited school and
complete 2,000 hours of supervised training following graduation.

This bill allows the examining board to issue an interim license for up to two years to a psychologist who has
completed all of the licensure requirements other than the postdoctoral supervised experience requirement.

The change is designed to make it easier for people in Wisconsin to obtain mental health services and for recent
graduates to more easily transition to the workplace. Throughout the state the task force heard about the
importance of treatment and the shortage of mental health providers. This legislation starts to address those
CONCerns.

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this e-mail or contact Steve in Representative
Tittl’s office at 266-0315 by Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at 5:00 PM
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If you or someone you know is struggling, call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1.800.273.8255 or
text “HOPELINE” to 741741.

You can also find the interim report, in its entirety, here.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, no person may engage in the practice of psychology without being licensed as a psychologist
by the Psychology Examining Board. This bill requires the board to issue an interim psychologist license to an
applicant who satisfies all of the requirements for a psychologist license, other than the postdoctoral supervised
experience requirement. An interim license is valid for two years or until the individual obtains a permanent
license, subject to a hardship exemption prescribed by the board by rule that could allow renewals beyond two
years.
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2019 BILL

AN ACT to repeal 455.07; to amend 51.30 (1) (b), 440.08 (2) (a) (intro.), 455.01
(4), 455.02 (3m) and 455.04 (5); to repeal and recreate 455.06; and fo create

455.04 (2) of the statutes; relating to: an interim psychologist license.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, no person may engage in the practice of psychology without
being licensed as a psychologist by the Psychology Examining Board. This hill
requires the board to issue an interim psychologist license to an applicant who
satisfies all of the requirements for a psychologist license, other than an experience
requirement. An interim license is valid for two years or until the individual obtains
a permanent license, subject to a hardship exemption prescribed by the board by rule
that could allow renewals beyond two years.

For further information see the sfafe fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcCTION 1. 51.30 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
51.30 (1) (b) “Treatment records” include the registration and all other records

that are created in the course of providing services to individuals for mental iliness,
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1 developmental disabilities, aleoholism, or drug dependence and that are maintained

2 by the department; by county departments under s. 51.42 or 51.437 and their staffs;

3 by treatment facilities; or by psychologists licensed under s. 455.04 (1) or (2) or

4 licensed mental health professionals who are not affiliated with a county department
5 or treatment facility. Treatment records do not include notes or records maintained
6 for personal use by an individual providing treatment services for the department,
7 a county department under s. 51.42 or 51.437, or a treatment facility, if the notes or
8 records are not available to others,
9 SECTION 2. 440.08 (2) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

10 440.08 (2) (a) (intro.) Except as provided in par. (b) and in ss. 440.51, 442.04,

11 444.03, 444.11, 447.04 (2) (c) 2., 449.17 (1m) (d), 449.18 (2) (e}, 455.06 (1) (b), 463.10,

12 463.12, and 463.25 and subch. IT of ch. 448, the renewal dates for credentials are as

13 follows:
14 SECTION 3. 455.01 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:
15 455.01 (4) “Licensed psychologist” means a person holding a valid license

16 under s, 455.04 (1) or (2).
17 SECTION 4. 455.02 (3m) of the statutes is amended to read:
18 455.02 (3m) UsE oF TITLES. Except as provided in s. 257.03, only an individual

19 licensed under s. 455.04 (1) or (2) may use the title “psychologist” or any similar title

20 or state or imply that he or she is licensed to practice psychology, and only an
21 individua} licensed under s. 455.04 (4) may use the title “private practice school
22 psychologist” or any similar title or state or imply that he or she is licensed to engage
23 in the private practice of school psychology. Except as provided in s. 257.03, only an

24 individual licensed under s. 455.04 (1}, (2), or (4) may represent himself or herself to
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the public by any description of services incorporating the word “psychological” or
“psychology™.”

SECTION 5. 455.04 (2) of the statutes is created to read:

455.04 (2) The examining board shall grant an interim psychologist license to
an individual who submits an application for the license, pays the fee specified under
s. 440.05 (6), and satisfies the requirements for a license under sub. (1) (a} to (f), other
than the requirement under sub. (1) (d). An individual licensed under this
subsection may provide psychological services only under the supervision of
qualified supervisors, as determined by the examining board.

SECTION 6. 455.04 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

455.04 (5) Applicants for licensure under subs.(1)}-and (4) this section may be
required to appear before the examining board in person prior to licensure to allow
the examining board to make such inquiry of them as to qualifications and other
matters as it considers proper.

SECTION 7. 455.06 of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

455.06 Renewals. (1) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), the renewal dates for
licenses issued under this chapter are specified under s. 440.08 (2} (a), and the
renewal fee for such licenses is determined by the department under s. 440.03 (9) (a).

(b) A license issued under s. 455.04 (2) is valid until the individual obtains a
license under s. 455.04 (1), subject to a maximum term of 2 years, and may not be
renewed, except that the examining board may promulgate rules specifying
circumstances in which the examining board, in cases of hardship, may allow an
individual to renew a license issued under s. 455.04 (2). Notwithstanding sub. (2),
an individual holding a license issued under s. 455.04 (2) is not required to complete

continuing education.
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(2) An applicant for renewal of a license issued under this chapter shall include
with his or her application proof in the form specified by the examining board that
he or she has completed the hours of continuing education required under s. 455.065.

SECTION 8. 455.07 of the statutes is repealed.

(END)




