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NAMI Wisconsin would like to say thank you to the Chairs of the Speaker’s Task Force on Suicide Prevention, Rep.
Ballweg and Rep. Doyle. We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony at this public hearing. NAMI (the National
Alliance on Mental Illness) is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization providing advocacy, education,
support and public awareness. NAMI Wisconsin is the state affiliate of NAMI and supports 29 local chapters with a
membership of around 1,6000 people. Together, our mission is to improve the quality of life of people affected by mental
illness and to promote recovery.

NAMI is grateful to the Task Force for exploring why suicide is increasing and who is at risk. We also urge you to explore
deeply how it is increasing. Suicide is a public health crisis that is close to the hearts of the community we serve. Despite
what the media may portray, suicide, not homicide is the greatest link between guns and mental illness. Most people with
mental illness pose no risk at all to themselves or others, however, in the event of a mental health crisis where an
individual is experiencing suicidal ideation, access to lethal means can make the difference between life and death.

Facts about suicide:

¢ Suicide attempts using a firearm are fatal 90 percent of the time, while all other methods have a fatality
rate of 3%.!

s A moment of intervention can save lives. Studies show that 93% of the people who survive a suicide attempt do
not go on to die by suicide

¢ In Wisconsin, 72% of all firearm deaths are suicides.! The role of firearms must be part of the overall plan for
suicide prevention.

¢ Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO) put in place a legal procedure — with due process - for family, friends
or law enforcement to ask a court to have firearms temporarily removed from a person who is at risk of harm to
self or others Y

s ERPO has been used in other states to prevent mass shootings, but in states where it has been used the longest,
suicide is the risk that is most often reduced.

s Like other Wisconsinites, many NAMI members own firearms. We believe in responsible gun ownership and
safe storage, but we also see the need for temporary removal of firearms when a person is at risk of harm to self or
others.

NAMI Wisconsin urges the Task Force to introduce an Extreme Risk Protection Orders as one way to reduce suicide rates
in Wisconsin. Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment and working to save lives. Questions can be
directed to Crystal Hester, Public Policy & Advocacy Director at NAMI Wisconsin: crystal@namiwisconsin.org or 608-
268-6000.
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