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Objectives 

• Describe the Role of Prevent Suicide 
Wisconsin and our Work

• Provide Information about our Local 
Coalitions

• Recap the Wisconsin Suicide Prevention 
Strategy 

• Provide Information on SPRC’s New 
State Suicide Prevention Infrastructure 
Recommendations 



The Role of PSW

• PSW is Wisconsin’s statewide public-private 
partnership for suicide prevention

• Currently administered by MHA via DHS contract

• Membership: coalitions, local health departments, 
state agencies, advocacy groups, suicide 
prevention experts, special populations, people 
with lived experience (ideation, attempts, loss)

• Began in 2009 following a strategic planning 
summit to provide state-level leadership

• Oversees implementation of the Wisconsin Suicide 
Prevention Strategy (State Prevention Plan)



Our Work

• Quarterly Steering Committee meetings
• Steering Committee is currently co-

chaired by Healthy Wisconsin (Suicide 
Priority Action Team)

• Annual conference

• Website 
• Coalition contacts, crisis lines, suicide loss and 

attempt support resources, training directory, 
Zero Suicide, population specific resources, stats

• E-newsletters

• Quarterly topic calls open to coalitions, 
health and behavioral health care 
organizations, and anyone with an interest 
in suicide prevention 



Suicide Prevention 
Coalitions 

• Several coalitions led by public health 
• MHA coordinates a Learning Community 

for 51 local health departments working on 
adolescent suicide prevention (DHS 
funding, began in 2016) 

• Coalition activities: trainings (general public and 
clinician), community resource hub, awareness 
events, means restriction, partnerships with 
schools, providers, and other community 
groups, postvention

• Currently no funding to directly support 
coalition infrastructure 

• Coalitions align local efforts with the Wisconsin 
Suicide Prevention Strategy



Wisconsin 
Suicide 
Prevention 
Strategy

1. Protective Factors

• Suicide-safe environments (safe storage of 
firearms, meds)

• Increase social connections (support groups, 
peer services)

• Promote social emotional development 
(trauma-informed care)

2. Access to Care

• Increase public’s knowledge and ability to 
intervene (recognition and response trainings)

• Reduce stigma (sharing lived experience)

• Expand services for MH, SUD, suicide care 
(insurance, expand CCS)



Wisconsin 
Suicide 
Prevention 
Strategy

3. Health and Behavioral Health Care

• Resources for providers (Zero Suicide, clinical 
suicide specific trainings)

• Improve continuity of care (caring contacts, 
follow-up after transitions)

4. Data Surveillance and Evaluation 

• Improve data collection process (resources 
and training for MEs and coroners)

• Identify populations at disproportionate risk 
(engage nontraditional partners)

• Evaluate prevention efforts (fund program 
evaluation research) 





SPRC State Suicide 
Prevention 
Infrastructure 
Recommendations 

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) notes that “the absence of [a 
strong state] infrastructure almost certainly compromises 
suicide reduction efforts to a significant degree.” 

“Unlike mental health and substance misuse prevention, 
there is not even a designated federal funding stream for 
suicide prevention in all states (i.e., no suicide prevention 
block grant).”

“Resources are diverse and often change. As a result, the 
suicide prevention infrastructure in most states is often 
limited and underfunded, making it difficult to impact 
suicide rates and to achieve sustainability.” 















MHA’s Policy Priorities 

• School-based Suicide Prevention

• Statutory Requirements for Training (schools 
and health care)

• Access to Lethal Means (safe storage and gun 
safety)

• Mental Health Workforce

• Support Local Coalitions 

• Prioritize Populations at Risk

• More at: 
www.mhawisconsin.org/suicide_prevention

http://www.mhawisconsin.org/suicide_prevention



