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914,286 acres in size (3rd largest)

Population 44,823 (32nd highest)

230,866 acres of County Forest 

(2nd most)

442 Lakes (13th most)

191 Trout Streams (1st)

161 ORW/ERW Streams (1st)



Land Uses

681,102 acres of woodlands

212,639 acres of wetlands

110,874 acres of agriculture

18,435 acres of surface waters







Cost Sharing                                                                   Results
 64 Targeted Runoff 

Management 

Projects

 33 LWRM Projects

 51 Nutrient 

Management 

Contracts

 6 MPT Priority 

Watershed Projects

 21 MIN Priority 

Watershed Projects

• 75 Manure Storages

• 54 Barnyards

• 14 Waste Transfers

• 37 Milk House Waste

• More than 71 square 
miles of crop land are 
no longer winter 
spread with manure

Cost Shared 
Farms



Water quality issues from 
the county conservation 
perspective

• Shallow Depth to Water 
Table

•Highly permeable soils 
(sand and gravel)

•Depth to bedrock

•Bedrock type (Carbonate 
in the SE corner)







Oconto County

Population 38,000

1,017 Square Miles

375 Lakes 

1,073 Stream Miles

2,228 Farm Operators (FSA)

191,582 Cropland Acres

54,000 Cattle



















Currently 5 NOD/NOI’s
5 more sites being investigated







60 lakes included in study.





57 Impediments corrected.

57.35 Stream miles opened.



18.6 acres of wetland and 
critical areas restored.



• Wisconsin lost more than 
2,300 dairy farms during 
that time. But milk 
production climbed steadily 
to a record 30 billion 
pounds in 2016 as farms got 
bigger, the number of cows 
stayed roughly the same, 
and the amount of milk per 
cow increased.

• "The cows did not go away. 
They were bought up by 
other farms," said Steven 
Deller, a UW-Madison 
agricultural economist and 
author of the report.

Wisconsin's agricultural economy is growing, even 

as small dairy farms are closing
Rick Barrett, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Published 11:31 a.m. CT Aug. 13, 

2019 |

http://www.jsonline.com/staff/10051270/rick-barrett/


Water quality issues from the 
county conservation perspective

Notice received this month 
along with maps showing 
contaminated streams and 
drainage ditches in South 
Eastern Marinette County



Take Home Points

• Water quality/quantity issues are not going away.

• Our citizens need us working on these issues at every level 

of government.

• County Conservation Departments  bring unique strengths 

to the overall effort.

• We fully support WI Land+Water budget recommendations.



Questions ?

Greg Cleereman 715-732-7783

gcleereman@marinettecounty.com

Ken Dolata 920-834-7152

ken.dolata@co.oconto.wi.us


