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Introduction
The Wisconsin Scorecard is a compendium of 50-state 
rankings spotlighting Wisconsin as it compares to other 
states. It is intended to be a handy reference guide for 
legislators by providing 44 rankings organized into four 
umbrella sections: Demographic and Social, Health and 
Education, Government Finance and Economic, and 
Environment and Energy Rankings. 

All rankings are derived from the most current data avail-
able from federal government sources. These include the 
U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Department of Education, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, U.S. Energy Information Administration, 
and several others.

Each ranking is organized in descending value and in-
cludes a measure called the “50-State Average”, a bench-
mark that compares Wisconsin to the average state. On 
pages facing each 50-state ranking, the following infor-
mation is provided: a definition of what the ranking rep-
resents, a map of the U.S. to illustrate regional trends, a 
“Highlights” section that includes several bullets of cur-
rent and historical context, and a graphic visualization of 
the ranking subject that utilizes supplemental or historical 
data from the source. A thorough explanation of each of 
these components is available in the Methodology section 
on pages 89-90.

Those interested in further exploring selected catego-
ries may consult the source provided below each rank-
ing on odd-numbered pages, all of which are accessible 
online, or the statistics section of the 2011-2012 State of 
Wisconsin Blue Book. Lastly, the Legislative Reference 
Bureau acknowledges the Virginia Joint Legislative Audit 
and Review Commission and the Program Evaluation 
Division of the North Carolina General Assembly for 
sharing their state rankings publications. Both were valu-
able aids in compiling The Wisconsin Scorecard. 
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Contents and Wisconsin Summary
Category Measure Rank Page

Demographic and Social Rankings
Population 5,686,986 20 1

Population Change 6.0% 34 3

Poverty Rate 9.9%1 47 5

Median Age 38.5 years 16 7

65 and Over Population 13.7%1 22 9

Disabled Population 10.8%1 38 11

Non-English Speakers 8.3%2 32 13

Incarceration Rate 0.41%1 28 15

Gender Earnings Parity 78.0% 24 17

Voter Turnout 71.2%3 3 19

Volunteer Rate 37.1%4 4 21

Health and Education Rankings
Health Insurance Coverage 90.6%1 7 23

Infant Mortality Rate 6.5 deaths 32 25

Life Expectancy 79.32 years 18 27

Overweight and Obesity Rate 63.6%3 30 29

Smoking Rate 19.1%3 17 31

Binge Drinking Rate 21.6%3 1 33

High School Completion Rate 90.1%5 12 35

Bachelor’s Degree Holders 26.3%5 28 37

Average In-State Tuition $6,963 20 39

K-12 Expenditures Per Pupil $11,183 16 41

K-12 Student-Teacher Ratio 14.7 students 23 43

8th Grade NAEP Scores 79.0 12 45

Category Measure Rank Page
Government Finance and Economic Rankings

State and Local Revenue $3,9786 50 47

State and Local Taxes $4,2666 16 49

Taxes as a Percentage of Income 11.4% 9 51

Federal Revenue $6,7196 23 53

State and Local Expenditures $9,3186 21 55

Federal Expenditures $9,6486 32 57

State and Local Debt $7,2886 30 59

Personal Income $38,4246 26 61

Income Inequality 19.4 44 63

Unemployment Rate 8.3% 30 65

Employment to Population Ratio 72.3%7 8 67

Government Employment 5.0%1 40 69

Minimum Wage Workers 5.5%8 34 71

Environment and Energy Rankings
Land and Water Area 65,496 sq. miles 23 73

State Parks and Recreation Areas 0.70%9 17 75

Energy Consumption 309 million Btu6 25 77

Carbon Dioxide Emissions 17.0 metric tons6 27 79

Renewable Electricity Generation 432 kWh6 27 81

Renewable Electricity Sources 3.8%10 20 83

Motor Gasoline Consumption 10.6 barrels6 34 85

Average Commute Time 21.6 minutes 38 87
1Percentage of total population.
2Percentage of population aged 5 years and older.
3Percentage of population aged 18 years and older.
4Percentage of population aged 16 years and older.
5Percentage of population aged 25 years and older.
6Per capita value.
7Percentage of population aged 16 to 64 years.
8Percentage of total hourly wage workers.
9Percentage of total state area.
10Percentage of total electricity generation.
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