June 17, 2016 Contact:
Senator Alberta Darling (R-River Hills)

1-608-266-5830

Representative Dale Kooyenga (R-Brookfield)

1-608-266-9180

WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE

P.O. Box 7882 « Madison, WI 53707-7882

Authors of Turnaround Schools Say MPS Can't Obstruct Law

Madison - On Friday, State Senator Alberta Darling and State Representative Dale
Kooyenga issued the following statement regarding the latest attempt by the
Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) to obstruct state law:

"We have made it clear that we will not allow another generation of kids to fall
through the cracks of MPS. This is not about a failure of resources or support. This
is a failure of our children.

MPS can't ignore that there were more kids in 53 schools that fail to meet
expectations than the population of Stevens Point. That's more than 28,000 kids or
more than 37% of the entire MPS student population.

It is heart-wrenching to watch the district drag their feet while there are MPS
schools where not a single child can read proficiently.

The Opportunity Schools and Partnership Program (OSPP) focuses our combined
resources on mitigating all of the challenges these students face by providing wrap-
around services. The longer the implementation of the law is delayed, the longer it
will take for these vital services to improve the health and safety of the community
around the turnaround school.

OSPP puts kids ahead of the system. While we appreciate the late attempt by MPS
to focus on early child education, they have the ability to do this on their own. Our
attention and concern will remain on the students who are trapped in failing



schools. Parents can take comfort that a turnaround school is headed to Milwaukee
and their kids will have an opportunity to succeed."
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