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Dear Friends,

In case you missed it, Wisconsin is in the top ten in the
nation and second in the Midwest for monthly job
growth. New manufacturing jobs helped create 8,200
private sector jobs in Wisconsin in July.

There are even more encouraging signs for job seekers
in Wisconsin. This week, Delta Defense announced a
major expansion and they expect to hire 135 more
employees by 2020. The West Bend-based company
provides insurance and materials for gun owners. They
also publish Concealed Carry Magazine.

Another major expansion was announced in
Waukesha. Wildeck, Inc. says they will begin a $1
million expansion and expect to hire 100
additional employees. The company makes lifting,
guarding, and storing products.

A supplier to Mercury Marine is also planning to

hire. ACH Foam Technologies in Fond du Lac
christened their new facility this week and they expect
to hire at least 30 employees. Wisconsin continues to
move in the right direction!

As always, if you have any ideas on how to improve our
great state, please do not hesitate to contact me at
Sen.Darling@legis.wi.gov or at 608-266-5830.

Sincerely,

Levetn

Alberta Darling
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Home Values Up
Taxes Down

Property tax changes result in drop in rates

Areport released Thursday carried good news for property taxpayers in southeastern Wisconsin, with tax rates
declining and values on the rise.

Average residential property value, aggregate gross tax rate and hypothetical gross tax bills

2013 AVERAGES 2014 AVERAGES 2015 AVERAGES

COUNTY VALUE | RATE BILL | VALUE | RATE BILL | VALUE | RATE BILL
Kenosha $154,516 | $25.85 | $3.994 | $149416| $2701 | $4.036 | $153,145 [$25.44 | $3.897
Milwaukee 144101 2915 | 4201 | 144174 2964 | 4273| 146514 2853| 4180
Ozaukee 262,792| 1883 | 4948 | 259690| 1944 | 5048| 270099| 1806| 4878
Racine 152,225| 2398 | 3650 | 145659| 24.80 | 3612| 147655( 2343| 3459
Walworth 217682 1941 | 4225| 210617 20.08 [ 4230| 209693| 19.35| 4,058
Washington] 220429| 1890 | 4166 | 198904| 1927 | 3833| 205998 1759 3624
Waukesha | 263912| 1905| 5028 | 260361 1928 | 5020| 270084 1787 4.826
SE Wis. $187,969 | $23.42 | $4,402 | $184,497 | $23.93 | $4,416 | $189,952 |$22.63 | $4,298

Source: Public Policy Forum Journal Sentinel

A recent report confirms Republican reforms are still
working. This week, Public Policy Forum released
its annual report which shows gross property taxes in
Southeast Wisconsin dropped $121 million from
2014, while home values went up. The report noted
it's the first time since 2000 that property taxes went
down in all seven counties in Southeast Wisconsin.

The tax savings are a direct result of $541 million in
property and income tax cuts delivered in spring of
2014 by Republicans and Governor Walker. Lower
taxes and higher home values makes our region more
competitive for creating good-paying jobs.

Instead of spending that money on new and
expensive programs, Republicans returned the money
to where it came from - the taxpayers. I'm excited to
see taxpayers are already seeing the results.
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Audit Committee Meets

This week, we had an important discussion in the Joint
Legislative Audit Committee. We reviewed an audit of
non-emergency medical transportation.




Around the 8th...

Congratulations to three area businesses who

won Business of the Year Awards from Ozaukee
Economic Development! Port Washington State Bank
was awarded the Large Business of the Year

Award. Techteriors grabbed the Mid-Size Business
Award and The Feed Bag earned the honors for Small
Business of the Year.

Congratulations to all the winners and to all the
businesses that keep our area vibrant! You can read
more about the honors here.

Thank you to the Concordia University College
Republicans who invited Representative Jim Ott and
myself to a dinner this week!
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