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Dear Friends,
Wisconsin is number one again!

Tourism brought in $18.5 billion to our economy in

2014. That's up one billion from the year before. Wisconsin

continues to be a magnet for tourism and we all know
why. Our state is beautiful, friendly, and affordable.

According to the Wisconsin Department of Tourism,
Wisconsin ranks number one in affordability for
travelers. Tourists rank our state as delivering more bang
for their tourism buck than Minnesota, lowa, Illinois, and
Michigan. They also ranked Wisconsin number one in
family atmosphere, safety, sports and recreation,

and uniqueness. None of that is shocking for those of us
who live here, is it?

As always, if you have any ideas on how to improve our
great state, please do not hesitate to contact me at
Sen.Darling@Iegis.wi.gov or at 608-266-5830.

Sincerely,

Levita_

Alberta Darling
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Senator Darling argues in favor of education reforms included in the state budget.

This week, both the State Senate and State Assembly
approved the 2015-2017 State Budget plan. I expect
Governor Walker to sign budget soon.

I am pleased we were able to continue to improve the
state budget. By modifying the prevailing wage law,
Wisconsin's local governments will be able to save
taxpayers money and make the bidding process fair.

This budget doesn't raise income, sales, or property
taxes and keeps Wisconsin's property taxes on a
downward trend. We saved SeniorCare, protected the
IRIS program, and protected Medicaid.

This plan bonds at the lowest level in at least 25 years
while still protecting the completion of the Zoo
Interchange and funding needed for higher education
buildings for chemistry labs and nursing training
facilities.

We invested more money in our public K-12 schools in
this budget than the previous budget. We are not going
to give up on children stuck in failing Milwaukee public
schools.

We are targeting education reforms to where they are
needed the most. This budget provides a life-line for
children and families stuck in perpetually failing
schools.

We listened and learned during the public hearings
throughout the state. This budget moves Wisconsin
forward.
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Around the 8th...

Thanks to everyone who came out for the 4th of July
parades last weekend. I had a great time seeing all of
you!
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