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Governor Scott Walker and Legislative Leaders Make
Statement on Government Transparency

Madison - Today, Governor Scott Walker, Senate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald,
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, and the Joint Finance Committee Co-Chairs, Senator Alberta
Darling and Representative John Nygren, released the following statement on the
provisions related to the state's open records law included in the Motion 999:

After substantive discussion over the last day, we have agreed that the provisions relating to
any changes in the state's open records law will be removed from the budget in its

entirety. We are steadfastly committed to open and accountable government. The intended
policy goal of these changes was to provide a reasonable solution to protect constituents’
privacy and to encourage a deliberative process between elected officials and their staff in
developing policy. It was never intended to inhibit transparent government in any way.

In order to allow for further debate on this issue outside of budget process, the Legislature

will form a Legislative Council committee to more appropriately study it and allow for public
discussion and input.
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