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Dear Friends, 

  

Congratulations to Erin Hills Golf Course in our area!  They 

will be hosting the 2017 U.S. Open!  

  

Wisconsin will soon be known as the Golf Capital of the 

World the way we are drawing PGA events.  Whistling 

Straits in Kohler will be the home of this year's PGA 

Championship and the 2020 Ryder Cup. 

  

According to a recent report on Wisconsin's golf economy, 

in 2008, golf in our state generated $2.4 billion of direct and 

indirect economic impact, another $771.5 million of wage 

income and 38,431 jobs.    The report also predicts the 2017 

U.S. Open could generate $140 to $170 million in our 

area.  That's a huge impact on our economy.      

  

As always, if you have any ideas on how to improve our 

great state, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

Sen.Darling@legis.wi.gov or at 608-266-5830.    

  

Sincerely,  

    

Alberta Darling   
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Zoo Interchange Crucial to Our Economy 

 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) rendering of finished Zoo 

Interchange project 

  

The Zoo Interchange reconstruction may be the most 
important transportation project in state 
history.  Opening in the summer of 1963, the Zoo is now 
the oldest and busiest interchange in Wisconsin.   
  
As you likely know, the Zoo is in the middle of a 
significant reconstruction project which is scheduled to 
end in 2018.    
Repairing the Zoo is crucial to our state economy.  Over 
$55 billion worth of freight travels through the Zoo 
every single year.  It's also crucial to tourism.  The route 
is one of the main ways 1.2 million visitors annually get 
to the Milwaukee County Zoo and the four million that 
visit Miller Park and the Wisconsin State Fair. 
  
According to the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation, More than 350,000 vehicles travel 
through the Zoo Interchange every day.  Many of 
those drivers are headed to the 108,000 jobs within two 
miles of the Zoo.  Each year that is tacked on to the 
construction project results in 20% more crashes at the 
interchange and an estimated cost of $10 million to 
taxpayers. 
  
The entire state benefits from the economic impact of 
the Zoo.  It truly connects all of Wisconsin to commerce. 
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Around the 8th... 
  
Summerfest kicked off this week.  More than 900,000 
people are expected to attend Milwaukee's 11 day 
festival.  
  
That's not all that's happening this weekend in 
our area.  Grillin' in Grafton kicks off tonight at 
Centennial Park.  
  

 
  
For a complete list of all the exciting things to do in our 
beautiful state, visit TravelWisconsin.com. 
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