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Dear Friends,

Wisconsin's unemployment rate dropped in all 72
counties and the 32 largest cities in April. Our state's
unemployment rate was 4.4% in April. That's well
below the national rate of 5.4%.

This week, more Wisconsin companies announced
plans to hire. Faith Technologies says they plan to hire
800 employees throughout their 14 nationwide
locations. More than half of those locations are in
Wisconsin. The company says they plan to hire the
positions by September.

In Racine, Delta Hawk Engines Inc. plans to hire 100
new employees as they begin work on a new aviation
engine. And in Fond du Lac, Mercury Marine
announced a huge expansion this week.

That's great news for our economy.

As always, if you have any ideas on how to improve our
great state, please do not hesitate to contact me at
Sen.Darling@legis.wi.gov or at 608-266-5830.

Sincerely,

Lriita_

Alberta Darling

Milwaukee Teachers Union Protests
While School Fails

Instead of spending time helping students at a school
where zero children tested proficient at reading,
Milwaukee's teachers union is protesting. This week,
the union protested at Auer Avenue School in
Milwaukee.

If the teacher's union was as focused on the kids as
they are in fighting reform, the reading proficiency at
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Auer Avenue School wouldn't be zero percent. Even if
the unions are giving up on schools like Auer, I won't.

Unfortunately for students and parents forced to
attend Auer Avenue Elementary school, the school has
a long tradition of failing its students. Only a handful of
students test as proficient in reading dating back to at
least 2010. When the school finally hit rock bottom in
reading, MPS selected it as a commitment school.
Fourteen schools in MPS are commitment schools and
receive extra help from the district.

The reforms I offered with Representative Kooyenga
allow a local commissioner to decide which schools are
picked for the new program. As Representative
Kooyenga says, schools like Auer can't be left to fail.

"Our objective is to provide opportunities," Kooyenga
said, "It doesn't matter if Auer turns around thanks to
our reforms or from internal reforms, they must start
teaching children to read.”
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Celebrate National Foster Care Month

This week, I was happy to be on hand as Chuck and Judy
Koening of Menomonee Falls were presented with the
2015 Governor's Foster Care Award. Wisconsin's First
Lady Tonettee Walker and Department of Children and
Families Eloise Anderson presented the Koenings with
their award.

Around the 8th...

It's that time of year when we are blessed with many
visits from our area's great schools. Here are some of
the schools that recently visited our beautiful State
Capitol:

University School of Milwaukee




St. Paul Lutheran School in Grafton

Our Savior Lutheran School in Grafton




