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Infrastructure Assets Reported Using 
the Modified Approach 

The State has adopted the modified approach for reporting 
infrastructure assets.  Under the modified approach, infrastructure 
assets are not depreciated as long as the State can demonstrate 
that these assets are properly managed and are being preserved 
at or above an established condition level.  Instead of 
depreciation, the costs to maintain and preserve infrastructure 
assets are expensed, while additions and improvements are 
capitalized. The State owns approximately 11,200 centerline 
miles of roads and 5,100 bridges. 

Road Network 

Condition assessments are completed on a two-year cycle with 
the most current results reported for each State road.  Numerous 
measures are used to assess the condition of the State’s road 
network.  The State has adopted the International Roughness 
Index (IRI), as defined by the Federal Highway Administration, as 
its primary condition measure.  IRI is measured on a scale of 0 to 
5, with an IRI of 2.69 or greater being defined as a “poor” ride.  
Roads with a “poor” IRI assessment cause negative impacts for 
the traveling public by decreasing driver comfort and increasing 
the damage to vehicles and goods.  It is the State’s policy to 
ensure no more than 15 percent of its roads receive a “poor” IRI 
assessment.

Recent condition assessment results are as follows: 

Year Miles Percent Variance
Ended of Rated Established Favorable/

June 30 Road “Poor” Percent (Unfavorable)

 2011  11,200  12.0* 15.0  3.0 

 2010  11,200  9.3* 15.0  5.7 

 2009  11,200  6.9 15.0  8.1 

 2008  11,200  6.9 15.0  8.1 

 2007  11,200  6.4 15.0  8.6 

 2006  11,200  5.4 15.0  9.6 

 2005  11,200  5.8 15.0  9.2 

 2004  11,200  6.1 15.0  8.9 

 2003  11,200  4.3 15.0  10.7 

 2002  11,200  4.6 15.0  10.4 

*The increase in the percentage of roads rated poorly is partially 
attributable to the use of new equipment used in assessing the 
IRI.  For 2011, all the miles were tested using the new equipment.  

DOT officials believe the current data collection methods provide 
a more accurate view of existing ride quality because of 
improvements in equipment and methodology. 

Each year the State estimates the costs to maintain and preserve 
the road network at, or above, the established condition level.  
Actual maintenance/preservation costs compare to estimates as 
follows: 

Variance
Year Estimated Actual (In millions)

Ended Costs Costs Favorable/
June 30 (In millions) (In millions) (Unfavorable)

 2011  $ 606.7 $ 705.7  $    (99.0)

 2010   660.7  669.1          (8.4)

 2009     647.7      624.4         23.3 

 2008   531.8  537.3          (5.5) 

 2007   501.8  441.6   60.2 

 2006   495.7  367.5   128.2 

 2005   366.6  333.8   32.8 

 2004   450.8  341.1   109.7 

 2003    420.9     336.7   84.2 

 2002  470.7  437.6   33.1 

Estimated costs are developed at the beginning of the fiscal year 
based on projects planned for the current and future years.  The 
types of projects ultimately contracted and incurring costs during 
the year are often very different.  In addition, the State of 
Wisconsin, Department of Transportation’s multi-year contracting 
process, allowing encumbrances to carry forward, makes a 
comparison of actual to estimated amounts difficult since 
expenditures for the current year may have been budgeted and 
committed to a project in prior years.  Estimated costs for 2005 
and actual costs for 2005 through 2008 have been restated from 
amounts reported in prior years due to an error in classification of 
costs on a capital project as maintenance/preservation costs. 

Bridge Network 

Condition assessments are completed on a two-year cycle, with 
more frequent inspections completed if warranted.  The most 
current assessment results are reported for each State bridge, 
making the overall assessment a blend of measures completed in 
the current fiscal year and those completed in the prior year.   

The structural condition rating is a broad measure of the condition 
of a bridge.  Each bridge is rated using three National Bridge 
Inventory (NBI) condition codes and two NBI appraisal ratings.  


