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Dear Friends,

It is truly an honor to serve the people of Wisconsin’s 12th State Senate District. Over the
past three years, I have worked hard to represent our values and bring the Northwoods voice
to Madison. Within this newsletter, I want to share some of our most recent accomplishments.

In December, I was appointed to the Joint Committee on Finance - the committee charged
with reviewing the state’s biennial budget. I am happy to report that the recently passed budget
keeps the taxpayers in mind with no new taxes and no increases in property taxes. We
continue to fully fund SeniorCare, provide extra funding to our rural schools, and once again
freeze tuition at UW-System schools. 

The 2015 fall legislative floor session resumed on September 15th and we expect to get
more accomplished in the coming months. My legislative priorities remain focused on job
creation, combating fraud, waste and abuse in government, increasing rural broadband access,
reducing government regulations, and continuing to stand up for your private property rights.

I want to give you an opportunity to voice your thoughts, suggestions, and concerns directly
to me. Please take some time to complete the attached Legislative Issue Survey. Your
participation in this survey will help me address the issues important to you. 

I will also be holding listening sessions across the 12th Senate District in the near future.
Those dates and locations can be found on my website at www.SenatorTiffany.com.

Thank you for allowing me to represent you in the Wisconsin State Senate. As always, if
you should have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact my staff or
me at 608-266-2509.

Sincerely,

Tom Tiffany
State Senator • 12th Senate District

Tom with his daughters Lexie, Karlyn and Katherine.

On the USS Milwaukee in Marinette.

With Rep. Czaja at Good Samaritan 
Health Center in Merrill.

Crandon Listening Session with Rep.Mursau and Rep. Swearingen.

TOM TIFFANY
STATE SENATOR •12TH SENATE DISTRICT
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I Want To Hear From You! 
2015 SURVEY
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2015-17 Biennial Budget
After many months of hard work and
careful analysis, we passed a balanced
budget that cut bonding by $904 million,
which resulted in the lowest bonding
authorized since 1987! After hearing
from you and many others across the
state, we made significant changes to the
Governor’s proposed budget. We made
sound financial decisions to continue our
state on the path to fiscal responsibility. 

Northwoods Budget Wins
• Increases state dollars for K-12

education by more than $300 million 
• Provides $2.5 million a year for high 
cost transportation and $4.2 million a
year for sparsity aid for K-12 schools

• Preserves full funding of SeniorCare
• Reduces the marriage penalty tax 
• Provides $1.5million a year for

broadband expansion grants
• Adds $500,000 in grants to buy
equipment used in fabrication
laboratories for educational purposes 

• Provides an additional $5 million in
domestic violence abuse grants to
expand services for victims and their
children. Also, increases funding for
sexual assault victim grants by
$100,000 in 2016-17

• Increases funding for the Well Woman
Program to provide additional breast
and cervical cancer screenings 

• Limits the time that W-2 participants can
receive benefits to 48 months to
promote full-time employment, and
requires drug screening for W-2,
BadgerCare Plus, FoodShare and
Unemployment programs

• Simplifies Managed Forest Law (MFL)
cutting notices so certain cooperating
foresters do not require DNR approval
on private land enrolled in MFL or
Forest Crop Law programs

• Reduces transportation bonding
proposed by the Governor by 
$450 million

• Repeals the state Prevailing Wage law
for local public works projects, saving
local governments millions of dollars

This session we passed legislation to
keep the Bucks in Milwaukee. In June,
the Legislature introduced a bipartisan
bill to help finance the construction of a
new arena and entertainment district in
Milwaukee. I joined my legislative
colleagues to reduce the amount of state
taxpayer dollars going to the project,
and cemented a bipartisan package that
is economically beneficial for Wisconsin.
While there are objections to public
financing of sports arenas, the loss of
future income taxes would have left a
$160 million hole in future budgets.
In short, this legislation ensures that:
• No new taxes will be created
• The state is out of the arena business

in 20 years
• The state is not responsible for

ongoing maintenance 
• The state is not responsible for 

 cost overruns
• The Bucks have to pay back the

public investment if they leave

Legislative Victories
While the 2015-16 legislative session
does not wrap up until next spring, there
have been a number of important
initiatives signed into law
WI Act 1: Right to Work—provides
individual freedom for workers to decide
if they want to belong to or support a
labor union
WI Act 4: Cyberstalking—allows courts
to issue protective orders for harassment
victims in Wisconsin even if the
harassment originated from out-of-state
WI Act 5: Human Trafficking—creates 
a public awareness campaign for the
National Human Trafficking Resource
Center Hotline 
WI Act 22: Handgun Waiting Period—
removes mandatory 48-hour waiting
period for law abiding citizens to
purchase handguns after passing
background checks
WI Act 23: Off Duty Law Enforcement—
allows qualified, off-duty law enforcement
officers to carry concealed weapons in
school zones
WI Act 56: Pain Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act—seeks to protect unborn
children capable of experiencing pain
by prohibiting abortions after 20 weeks
post-fertilization

2015 Fall Legislative Session
Senate Bill 43: John Doe Reform—
maintains the John Doe as a tool for
prosecutors but adds a number of
safeguards to bring greater transparency 
Senate Bill 136: FoodShare
Replacement Cards—limits the number of
replacement cards issued for FoodShare
recipients to deter fraudulent behavior
Senate Bill 204: Battery to Child
Welfare Workers—creates a penalty 
for those who harm or threaten bodily
harm to child welfare or juvenile 
justice workers
Senate Bill 219: Job Search Privacy
Protection—allows job seekers to search
the State of Wisconsin Job Center
website without having to input their
Social Security number

___ ___
___ ___
___ ___
___ ___

___ ___
___ ___
___ ___
___ ___
___ ___

➊ How important are these issues to you? 1= Not Important 2= Somewhat Important 3= Very Important

Reduce Spending
Send More Money to K-12 Schools

Lower Taxes
Make it Easier to Do Business in Wisconsin

➋ Do you support national education standards as established by the federal government?

➌ Do you support the use of Wisconsin tax dollars to address global climate change?

➍ Are Wisconsin universities and technical colleges adequately preparing students for the
job market?

➎ Should 17 year -o lds be treated as adults in criminal court cases?

➏ Do you support allowing municipalities to raise taxes by referendum to fund transportation
infrastructure?

➐ Do you support more stocking of game fish in Wisconsin?

➑ Do you support the wolf population goal of 350 in Wisconsin?

➑ What issue areas do you feel the DNR should be focusing its efforts on? Please rank in order
from 1 being the most important to 5 being the least important. Please add your comments to
be more specific on any concerns you might have. Regulation of Air and Water

Customer Service
Fish and Wildlife

Forestry
Issuance of Permits

Other: (Please Explain in Comments Section)
Comments (1):

Comments (2):

Debating a bill in the State Senate.

Two Members of Your Household May Complete This Survey

Save A Stamp and Fill Out Your Survey On-Line at: www.SenatorTiffany.com
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Dear Friends,

It is truly an honor to serve the people of Wisconsin’s 12th State Senate District. Over the
past three years, I have worked hard to represent our values and bring the Northwoods voice
to Madison. Within this newsletter, I want to share some of our most recent accomplishments.

In December, I was appointed to the Joint Committee on Finance - the committee charged
with reviewing the state’s biennial budget. I am happy to report that the recently passed budget
keeps the taxpayers in mind with no new taxes and no increases in property taxes. We
continue to fully fund SeniorCare, provide extra funding to our rural schools, and once again
freeze tuition at UW-System schools. 

The 2015 fall legislative floor session resumed on September 15th and we expect to get
more accomplished in the coming months. My legislative priorities remain focused on job
creation, combating fraud, waste and abuse in government, increasing rural broadband access,
reducing government regulations, and continuing to stand up for your private property rights.

I want to give you an opportunity to voice your thoughts, suggestions, and concerns directly
to me. Please take some time to complete the attached Legislative Issue Survey. Your
participation in this survey will help me address the issues important to you. 

I will also be holding listening sessions across the 12th Senate District in the near future.
Those dates and locations can be found on my website at www.SenatorTiffany.com.

Thank you for allowing me to represent you in the Wisconsin State Senate. As always, if
you should have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact my staff or
me at 608-266-2509.

Sincerely,

Tom Tiffany
State Senator • 12th Senate District

Tom with his daughters Lexie, Karlyn and Katherine.

On the USS Milwaukee in Marinette.

With Rep. Czaja at Good Samaritan 
Health Center in Merrill.

Crandon Listening Session with Rep.Mursau and Rep. Swearingen.

TOM TIFFANY
STATE SENATOR •12TH SENATE DISTRICT
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