& REFORT OF THE PIRYT TEaR OF OPURATION OF THE RESLARCE
FELLOWBHIF PROGRAM OF THE WISCONSIR LEGIBLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY

The 1951 legislature allotted $1,800 a year to the Legislative
Refersnce Librory for resenpch fellowsbips. While the stetutes did
not spell out how this progrem was %o be operatsd, it was undeprstood
that the intention was bo employ greduaste students of the unlversity
on & half-Uime basis at various times duping the yesr to darey oub.
specilfic ressarch tasks. This lack of gpecific stabutory limitabions
an the program resulted in the essentisl flexibility which 13 required
becauss of the fluctuations in Yhe availability of personnel snd
the element of unpredietability in the jobs to bs dems.

_The progrem contemplated thet & student would recsive $100 per
month remuneration for working half-time, almost 100 hours, during
the month. During the first ysar two spprosches bto employment wers
used. Om one hand & graduate student was employed for the full nine
monbhs on & single project. On the other hend seven people wepe
empioyed Tor one or mopre wmonths on short specific prejects resuli-
ing Trom urgent requests Tor help or as the resiult of & known need
for & compllation. ©OF the persons employed, two wers law studenis,
tores were public finance and sconomic wajors and three wepe
peliticsl solence students, : : ' -

In virtually every instance the employses put in well ebove
the required nusber of houra. This indicsted that the seoond
ebjlective of the program, to stilmulate inbeprest in ressarch in
operating pgovernment, was eifective bo gome degree,

‘The first year resulted in 2 full blown sbudy on olsims sgainst
the state, & voluslnous summary of the laws relaliing bo human rights,
& study of the presidential primsry eleotion, a directory of the
advisory committees in the state, = historlgal suslysis of the
devices used to finance cepital structures in the state government,
an snalyels of the exempbions under various sales tax laws, a com-
pargtive study of state-loosl fisoal relations and sn smalysis of
the Bupreme Court Justices sl Cireuit Court Judges in Wisconsin,
Two of these reports were done st the sxpress request of adminigtra-
tive departments, ong at bhe request of the leglaletive sounell and
the remainder as perd of the over-all program of revorting carried
out by the Legislative Reference Library. :

We are convinced that the quality of most of the reports pro-
vared far exceeds what & atarf member would have bean able to do ln
the comparable perlod of time bessuse this techulque permits s
ginglensss of purpose and concenbrstliom of effort whish the regulapr
gmployee cannolt sustain,

Porty yosrs ago Dp. HoCebthy wes able to attract peopvle to do
somewhat siwilap besks without asompensstion. We sre supre that in
peveral csfes the remunerantion wes the leamst of the considerabtions
which impelled the students o sooept the asglgnments with us.,

If we csn provide for the stete the kind of help provided during
the reginme of Ipr. HeCarthy and reactivabe the program he started

in stimulating the cluse working relationship bebtwesn the univepsliy
and the stete ln research, we are cepbtalin the program will be
worthwhile, >




