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(Ed Note
the leglslature, the - legislative library,
is ‘described in a guest ctolumn prepared
by its chief, M. G. Toepel, as a substitute
for the usual dispafch of John Wyngaard)

By M. G. TOEPE

MADISON, Wis—For months the Légis-
lative Reference Library has been work-
ing at top speed to provide various serv-
‘ices  to the legislators. Nearly 4,000 re-
guests for bills, resolutions and amend-
. ments were drafted or checked. Almost a
- thousand reference requesis were answer-
ed. Literally hundreds of
thousands of -pages of
lyping was done to pro-
vide the necessary distri-
pution of legislation and

reports. -
Now that the legisia-
fure h-as -adjourned,

many people have the im-
pression that the Legisla~-
tive Reference Library is
placed in moth balls and
decommissioned until the
1953 session approaches. Such is not the
case. A very definite series of operations
‘begin immediately after the session to or-
anize the materials developed during the
‘hectic days of the session and to prepare
for the next session.
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IMMEDIATELY AFTER the session the
‘drafiing records of each hill enacted into
Iaw and all amendments are -assemhbled
in -asingle file in order that lawyers and
interested citizens who desire to know the
background of any act may study the in-
formation conveniently. During the ses-
sion a card file is  prepared by subject
matfer for every hill and resolution in-
troduced. 1t is possible to determine at a
glance the number of hills on any one
subject introduced and the identity of
each one. At the end of the session this
file is integrated into a permanent record
file of all bills on each subject introduced
into the Wisconsin legislature since 1899,
Many people re interested not only mn
the acts passed but in the original bills
introduced, their amendments, and the
bills which failed of enactment., The li-
brary therefore assembles in chronologi-
cal order, ail of the bills introduced, and
heir amendments. Thesge, too, are on file
since 1899, After the legislative staffs
have completed that work the Legistative
Reference Library is called upon fre-
juently to provide copies of bills, acts
ind journal entries for particular days.
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DURING THE NEXT three months the
library will prepare for next session, Ex-
perience makes it possible to anticipate
many of the questions which inevitably
wili arise next session, Sources of infor-
mation will be combed for materials re-
lating to a hundred or more subjects.
Material
on these subjects will be ordered from

which may become important,

other states. Such materials will be care-

fully classified and integrated into the
30,000 or more items now on file in
such ‘a manner that -something may he
found on most any sub;ect in a matter
of minutes.

In addition to setting up available ma-
terial for ready aceess, a series of re-
search studies will be started on similar
subjects. Literally hundreds of such re-
ports have been prepared in the first 50
years of the existence of this library. Be-
ginning this year we hope to make such
reports more formal and more widely
available, .

All of the information developed by this
library in research reports is factual in
nature. No effort to propose solutions ts'
made, ‘\
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WHILE THIS WORK is going on some'\
15 or more specific studies authorized by
the legislature will be under considera-
tion on the opposite end of the caplto]
by the: Legislative Council.

- Many people are of the 1mpr'ession'that
the functions of the two agencies dupli-
cate. They complement each other. The
library provides materials for the coun-
cil study groups. In addition the library
may, at request, carry on factual stud-
ies of segmenis of various council stud-
ies. The resulis thus obtained are sub-
mitted fo the council: commitiees for their
use as background informaztion. X

As the interim period progresses legis-
lators and others interested in legislation
will again begin to call upon the library
for materials and information. The gradu-
al increase in these requests plus the chal-
lenge of the scores of potential subjects
likely to come up for consideration next
segsion provide the library with a limit-
less supply of work during the inteiim
period. While we are glad for the more
leisurely pace possible during the next few
months, we look forward to.the excite-
ment and the opportunity for service
which the next session will bring.



