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WISCONSIN CONSTITUTION

As amended through April 1997 *

Preamble

We, the people of \lconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its
blessingsform a more perfect government, insure domestic tranquility and promote the general
welfare, do establish this constitution.

ARTICLE |.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

Equality; inherent rights. Section 1. [As amended April 198&\l people are born equally
free and independent, and have certain inherent rights; among these are life, liberty and the
pursuitof happiness; to secure these rights, governments are instituted, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed9B3 AJR-9; 1985 AJR}9

Equality; inherent rights. Ssction 1. [As amended Equality; inherent rights. Section 1. [Original form
November1982] All people are born equally free and All men are born equally free and independent, and have
independent,and have certain inherent rights; among certaininherent rights; among these are life, liberty and
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; to serve the pursuit of happiness; to secure these rights,
these rights, governments are instituted, deriving their = governmentsre instituted among men, deriving their just
just powers from the consent of the governed. [1979  powers from the consent of the governed.

AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35ubmit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1]

Slavery prohibited. SecTion 2. There shall be neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude in
this state, otherwise than for the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted.

Free speech; libel. SecTion 3. Every person may freely speak, write and publish his
sentimenton all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right, and no laws shall be
passedo restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the piesall criminal prosecutions or
indictmentsfor libel, the truth may be given in evidence, and if it shall appear to the jury that the
matter chaged as libelous be true, and was published with good motives and for justifiable ends,
the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact.

Right to assemble and petitionSecTion4. The right of the people peaceably to assemble, to
consultfor the common good, and to petition the government, or any department thereof, shall
never be abridged.

Trial by jury; verdict in civil cases. SecTion 5. [As amended November 19Z2e right of
trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and shall extend to all caséasvatvithout regard to the
amountin controversy; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all cases in the manner
prescribedby law Provided, howevethat the legislature mafrom time to time, by statute
providethat a valid verdict, in civil cases, may be based on the votes of a specified number of the
jury, not less than five-sixths thereofJ19 AJR-26; 1921 AJR-14; 1921 c. $04

Trial by jury. SecTion 5. [Original form] The right of but a jury trial may be waivealy the parties in all cases, in
trial by jury shall remain inviolate; and shall extend to all the manner prescribed by law.
cases at laywithout regard to the amount in controversy;

Excessive bail; cruel punishmentsSecTion 6. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor shall
excessivdines be imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

* Current provisions of the constitution are printed the full width of the page, and previous wordings (if anygdatow
active provision in double-column format. Any section not followed by 2-column text still exists, as ratified by the
people of Wisconsin when they adopted the Wisconsin Constitution on March 13, 1848.
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Rights of accused.SecTion 7. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to
beheard by himself and counsel; to demand the nature and cause of the accusation against him; to
meet the witnesses face to face; to have compulsory process to compel the attendance of
witnessesn his behalf; and in prosecutions by indictment, or information, to a speedy public trial
by an impartial jury of the county or district wherein théen$e shall have been committed,;
which county or district shall have been previously ascertained by law

Prosecutions; double jeopardy; self-incrimination; bail; habeas corpus.SecTion 8. [As
amendeder certification of the Bodrof State Canvassers dated April 7, 1982] (1) No person
may be held to answer for a criminafesfse without due process of laand no person for the
same dense may be put twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor may be compelled in any criminal
caseto be a witness against himself or herself.

(2) All persons, before conviction, shall be eligible for release under reasonable conditions
designedo assure their appearance in court, protect members of the community from serious
bodily harm or prevent the intimidation of withesses. Monetary conditions of release may be
imposedat or after the initial appearance only upon a finding that there is a reasonable basis to
believethat the conditions are necessary to assure appearance in court. The legislature may
authorize, by law, courts to revoke a persaelease for a violation of a condition of release.

(3) The legislature may by law authorize, but may not require, ctouits to deny release for
aperiod not to exceed 10 days prior to the hearing required under this subsection to a person who
is accused of committing a murder punishable by life imprisonment or a sexual assault
punishableby a maximum imprisonment of 20 years, or who is accused of committing or
attemptingto commit a felony involving serious bodily harm to another or the threat of serious
bodily harm to another and who has a previous conviction for committing or attempting to
commita felony involving serious bodily harm to another or the threat of serious bodily harm to
another. The legislature may authorize by ldwat may not require, circuit courts to continue to
denyrelease to those accused persons for an additional period not to exceed 60 days following
the hearing required under this subsection, if there is a requirement that there be a finding by the
court based on clear and convincing evidence presented at a hearing that the accused committed
the felony and a requirement that there be a finding by the court that available conditions of
releasewill not adequately protect members of the community from serious bodily harm or
prevent intimidation of witnesses. Any law enacted under this subsection shall be specific,
limited and reasonable. In determining the 10-day and 60-day periods, the court shall omit any
periodof time found by the court to result from a delay caused by the defendant or a continuance
grantedwhich was initiated by the defendant.

(4) The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless, in cases of
rebellionor invasion, the public safety requires it. [June 1980 Spec.Sess. AJR-9; 198]L AJR-5

Prosecutions; second jeopardy; self-incrimination; Criminal pr ocedure. SecTioN 8. [Original form] No
bail; habeas corpus.SecTioN 8. [As amended November personshall be held to answer for a criminafesfse,
1870 No person shall be held to answer for a criminal unlesson the presentment, or indictment of a grand, jury
offensewithout due process of laand no person for the exceptcases of impeachment, or in cases cognizable by
same dense shall be put twice in jeopardy of justicesof the peace, or arising in the army or namyin
punishmenthor shall be compelled in any criminal case the militia when in actual service in time of war public
to be a witness against himself. All persons shall, before daagdrno person for the samdenice shall be put
conviction, be bailable by stitient sureties, except for twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor shall be compelled
capital offenses when the proof is evident or the in any criminal case to be a witness against himself; all
presumptiongreat; and the privilege of the writ of habeas perstnadl, before conviction, be bailable by fatiént
corpusshall not be suspended unless when, in cases of suretiesexcept for capital éénces when the proof is
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it. evident,or the presumption great; and the privilege of the
[1869 AJR-6; 1870 SJR-3; 1870 c. 118 writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when,

in cases of rebellion, or invasion, the public safety may
require.

Remedyfor wrongs. SECTIONS. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws for all
injuries,or wrongs which he may receive in his person, propertyharacter; he ought to obtain
justice freelyand without being obliged to purchase it, completely and without denial, promptly
and without delay, conformably to the laws.

Victims of crime. Section 9m. [As ceated April 1993] This state shall treat crime victims, as
defined by lawwith fairness, dignity and respect for their privadhis state shall ensure that
crime victims have all of the following privileges and protections as provided by law: timely
disposition of the case; the opportunity to attend court proceedings unless the trial court finds
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sequestratiois necessary to a fair trial for the defendant; reasonable protection from the accused
throughoutthe criminal justice process; notification of court proceedings; the opportunity to
confer with the prosecution; the opportunity to make a statement to the court at disposition;
restitution; compensation; and information about the outcome of the case and the release of the
accused. The legislature shall provideedies for the violation of this section. Nothing in this
section,or in any statute enacted pursuant to this section, shall limit any right of the accused
which may be provided by law1991 SJR-41; 1993 SJR-3

Treason. SecTioN 10. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against the
samepr in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comiwtperson shall be convicted of
treasorunless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open
court.

Searchesand seizues. SecTion 11. The right of the people to be secure in their persons,
housespapers, and &cts againstinreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated; and
no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oditimatin, and particularly
describingthe place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized.

Attainder; ex post facto; contracts. Section 12. No bill of attainderex post facto law, nor
anylaw impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed, and no conviction shall work
corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate.

Private property for public use. SecTion 13. The property of no person shall be taken for
public use without just compensation therefor.

Feudal tenures; leases; alienationSecTion 14. All lands within the state are declared to be
allodial, and feudal tenures are prohibited. Leases and grants of agricultural land for a longer
termthan fifteen years in which rent or service of any kind shall be reserved, and all fines and like
restraintsupon alienation reserved in any grant of land, hereafter made, are declared to be void.

Equal property rights for aliens and citizens.SecTion 15. No distinction shall ever be made
by law between resident aliens and citizens, in reference to the possession, enjoyment or descent
of property.

Imprisonment for debt. SecTion16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out of or
foundedon a contract, expressed or implied.

Exemption of property of debtors. Section 17. The privilege of the debtor to enjoy the
necessarycomforts of life shall be recognized by wholesome laws, exempting a reasonable
amountof property from seizure or sale for the payment of any debt or liability hereafter
contracted.

Freedom of worship; liberty of conscience; state eligion; public funds. SecTion 18. [As
amended November 1982he right of every person to worship Almighty God according to the
dictatesof conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any person be compelled to attend, erect
or support any place of worship, or to maintain any ministfithout consent; nor shall any
controlof, or interference with, the rights of conscience be permitted, or any preference be given
by law to any religious establishments or modes of worship; nor shall any money be drawn from
the treasury for the benefit of religious societies, or religious or theological seminaries. [1979
AJR-76;1981 AJR-35; submit: May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1]

Freedom of worship; liberty of conscience; state ministry, against his consent; nor shall any control of, or
religion; public funds. SecTion 18. [Original forn The interference with, the rights of conscience be permitted, or
right of every man to worship Almighty God according to any preference be given by law to any religious
the dictates of his own conscience shall never be establishmentsr modes of worship; nor shall any money
infringed; nor shall any man be compelled to attend, erect  be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of religious
or support any place of worship, or to maintain any societies, or religious or theological seminaries.

Religious tests piohibited. Section 19. No religious tests shall ever be required as a
qualification for any ofice of public trust under the state, and no person shall be rendered
incompetento give evidence in any court of law or equity in consequence of his opinions on the

subject of religion.

Military subordinate to civil power SecTion20. The military shall be in strict subordination
to the civil power.
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Rights of suitors. SecTion 21. [As amended April 1977] (1)rit¢ of error shall never be
prohibited,and shall be issued by such courts as the legislature designates by law

(2) In any court of this state, any suitor may prosecute or defend his suit either in his own proper
person or by an attorney of the suitor’s choi@d®7p AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9

Writs of error. SecTion 21. [Original form] Wits of
error shall never be prohibited by law.

Maintenanceof free government.Section 22. The blessings of a free government can only
be maintained by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality and virtue, and
by frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.

Transportation of school children. SecTion 23. [As ceated April 1967] Nothing in this
constitutionshall prohibit the legislature from providing for the safety and welfare of children by
providing for the transportation of children to and from any parochial or private school or
institution of learning. 1965 AJR-70; 1967 AJR-7

Useof school buildings.SecTion 24. [As ceated April 1972] Nothing in this constitution shall
prohibit the legislature from authorizing, by lathe use of public school buildings by civic,
religious or charitable organizations during nonschool hours upon payment by the organization
to the school district of reasonable compensation for such use. [1969 AJR-74; 197] AJR-10

ARTICLE II.
BOUNDARIES

Stateboundary. SecTion 1. Itis hereby ordained and declared that the statésaionsin doth
consent andccept of the boundaries prescribed in the act of congress entitled “An act to enable
the people of Visconsin territory to form a constitution and state government, and for the
admissiorof such state into the Union,” approved August sixth, one thousand eight hundred and
forty-six, to wit: Beginning at the northeast corner of the state of Illinois — that is, tatsagoint
in the center of Lake Michigan where the line of forty-two degrees and thirty minutes of north
latitudecrosses the same; thence running with the boundary line of the state of Michigan, through
Lake Michigan, Green Bayo the mouth of the Menominee river; thence up the channel of the
saidriver to the Brule river; thence up said last-mentioned river to Lake Brule; thence along the
southernshore of Lake Brule in a direct line to the center of the channel between Middle and
South Islands, in the Lake of the Desert; thence in a direct line to the head waters of the Montreal
river, as marked upon the survey made by Captain Cram; thence down theharaie! of the
Montrealriver to the middle of Lake Superior; thence through the center of Lake Supeher to
mouthof the St. Louis river; thence up the main channel of said river to the first rapids in the
sameabove the Indian village, according to NicoBatiap; thence due south to the main branch
of the river St. Croix; thence down the main channel of said river to the Mississippi; thence down
the center of the main channel of that river to the northwest corner of the state of lllinois; thence
due east with the northern boundary of the state of lllinois to the place of beginning, as
establishedby “An act to enable the people of the lllinois territory to form a constitution and state
governmentand for the admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the
original states,” approved April 18th, 1818.

Alternate boundary. [An additional paragraph, congresf the United States, then the same shall be and
adoptedby the convention as part of Art. Il, sec. 1, was forever remain obligatory on the state ofs@énsin, viz.:
rejected by the act which admitted i$€onsin into the Leaving the aforesaid boundary line at the foot of the
Union (9 U.S. Stat. Ch. L, pp. 233-235)]: Provided, rapidsof the St. Louis river; thence in a direct line, bearing
however, that the following alteration of the foresaid south-westerlyto the mouth of the Iskodewabo, or Rum
boundary be, and herelyproposed to the congress of the river, where the same empties into the Mississippi fiver
United States as the preference of the state istWisin, thenceown the main channel of said Mississippli river as

and if the same shall be assented and agreed to by the prescribed in the aforesaid boundary.
Enabling act accepted. SecTion 2. [As amended April 19%The propositions contained in

the act of congress are hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall remain irrevocable
without the consent of the United States; and it is hereby ordained that this state shall never
interferewith the primary disposal of the soil within the same by the United States, nor with any
regulationscongress may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to bona fide purchasers
thereof;and in no case shall nonresident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. Provided,
thatnothing in this constitution, or in the act of congress aforesaid, shall in any manner prejudice
or affect the right of the state ofi@¢onsin to 500,000 acres of land granted to said state, and to be
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hereaftesselected and located by and under the act of congress entitled “An act to appropriate the
proceedf the sales of the public lands, and grant pre-emption rights,” approved September

fourth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-oh®49 AJR-64; 1951 AJR-7

Enabling act accepted. EcTioN 2. [Original fornj The
propositionscontained in the act of congress are hereby
accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall remain
irrevocablewithout the consent of the United States; and
it is hereby ordained that this state shall never interfere
with the primary disposal of the soil within the same by
the United States, nor with any regulations congress may
find necessary for securing the title in such soil to bona
fide purchasers thereof; and no tax shall be imposed on
land the property of the United States; and in no case shall

nonresidenfproprietors be taxed higher than residents.
Provided,that nothing in this constitution, or in the act of
congress aforesaid, shall in any manner prejudice or affect
the right of the state of \tonsin to five hundred
thousandacres of land granted to said state, and to be
hereafterselected and located by and under the act of
corgméed “An act to appropriate the proceeds of
the sales of the public lands, and grant pre-emption
rights,” approved September fourth, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-one.

ARTICLE III.
SUFFRAGE

Electors. SecTion 1. [As ceated April 1986] Every United States citizen age 18 or older who is
a resident of an election district in this state is a qualified elector of that didi&i88 AIJR-33;

1985 AJR-B

Implementation. Section 2. [As created April 1988_aws may be enacted:

(1) Defining residency.
(2) Providing for registration of electors.
(3) Providing for absentee voting.

(4) Excluding from the right of suffrage persons:
(a) Convicted of a felony, unless restored to civil rights.

(b) Adjudged by a court to be incompetent or partially incompetent, unless the judgment
specifiesthat the person is capable of understanding the objective of the elective process or the

judgment is set aside.

(5) Subject to ratification by the people at a general election, extending the righitafesud

additional classes1p83 AJR-33; 1985 AJRF3

Secret ballot. SecTion 3. [As ceated April 1986] All votes shall be by secret ballot. [1983

AJR-33; 1985 AJR]3

Revision of Article 1ll.  The original 6 sections of
Article Ill of the constitution were repealed in April 1986
when the wording of the article was reorganized into the 3
new sections shown above.

Electors. SecTion 1. [As amended November 1934]
Every person, of the age of twenty-one years or upwards,
belonging to either of the following classes, who shall
haveresided in the state for one year next preceding any
election, and in the election district where he offers to vote
suchtime as may be prescribed by the legislature, not
exceedinghirty days, shall be deemed a qualified elector
at such election: (1) Citizens of the United States.

(2) Persons of Indian blood, who have once been
declaredby law of congress to be citizens of the United
States,any subsequent law of congress to the contrary
not- withstanding.

(3) The legislature may at any time extend, by, lthe
right of sufrage to persons not herein enumerated; but no
suchlaw shall be in force until the same shall have been
submitted to a vote of the people at a general election, and
approvedby a majority of all the votes cast on that
questionat such election; and provided furthémat the
legislaturemay provide for the registration of electors,
and prescribe proper rules and regulations ther¢1®31
AJR-52; 1933 SJR-T4

Termination of voting by resident aliens.
[Subdivision 2(of the text adopted in 1882), as amended
November 19082. Persons of foreign birth who, prior to
the first day of DecembgA.D. 1908, shall have declared
their intentions to become citizens conformable to the
laws of the United States on the subject of naturalization,
provided that the rights hereby granted to such persons

shallcease on the first day of Decemb®iD. 1912. 1905
AJR-16; 1907 AJR-47; 1907 c. §61

Qualifications of electors. &cTion 1. [As amended
November 1882] Every male person of the age of
twenty-oneyears or upwards, belonging to either of the
following classes, who shall have resided in the state for
one year next preceding any election, and in the election
district where he dérs to vote such time as may be
prescribedby the legislature not exceeding thirty days
shall be deemed a qualified elector at such election. 1.
Citizensof the United States. 2. Persons of foreign birth
who shall have declared their intention to become
citizens,conformably to the laws of the United States on
the subject of naturalization. 3. Persons of Indian blood
who have once been declared by law of congress to be
citizens of the United States, any subsequent law of
congressto the contrary notwithstanding. 4. Civilized
persons of Indian descent not members of any tribe;
providedthat the legislature may at any time extend, by
law, the right of sufage to persons not herein
enumeratedput no such law shall be in force until the
same shall have been submitted to a vote of the people at a
generalelection, and approved by a majority of all the
votes cast at such election; and provided furtitbat in
incorporated cities and villages, the legislature may
provide for the registration of electors and prescribe
proper rules and regulations therefd8g1 AJR-26; 1882
SJR-18; 1882 c. 272

Equal suffrage to coloed persons. InGillespie v
Palmer, 20 Wis. (1866) 544, the Wconsin Supreme
Court ruled that Chapter 137, Laws of 1849, extending
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equal suffrage to coled persons, was approved by the
voters on November 6, 1849.

Qualifications of electors. &cTion 1. [Original form]
Every male person of the age of twenty-one years or
upwardsbelonging to either of the following classes, who
shallhave resided in the state for one year next preceding
any election, shall be deemed a qualified elector at such
election:

[First.] White citizens of the United States.

[Second. White persons of foreign birth who shall
have declared their intention to become citizens,
conformably to the laws of the United States on the
subject of naturalization.

[Third.] Persons of Indian blood who have once been
declared by law of congress to be citizens of the United
States,any subsequent law of congress to the contrary
notwithstanding.

[Fourth] Civilized persons of Indian descent, not
membersof any tribe. Provided, that the legislature may
at any time extend, by law, the right of suffrage to persons
not herein enumerated, but no such law shall be in force
until the same shall have been submitted to a vote of the
peopleat a general election, and approved by a majority of
all the votes cast at such election.
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Who not electors. &cTion 2. [Original form] No
personunder guardianship, non compos mentis or insane
shall be qualified to vote at any election; nor shall any
personconvicted of treason or felony be qualified to vote
at any election unless restored to civil rights.

Votes to be by ballot. &cTion 3. [Original form] All
votes shall be given by ballot except for such township
officers as may by law be directed or allowed to be
otherwise chosen.

Residence saved. 8cTioN 4. [Original form] No
personshall be deemed to have lost his residence in this
state by reason of his absence on business of the United
States or of this state.

Military  stationing does not confer esidence.
SecTtion 5. [Original form] No soldier seaman or marine
in the army or navy of the United States shall be deemed a
residentof this state in consequence of being stationed
within the same.

Exclusion from suffrage. EcTion 6. [Original form]
Laws may be passed excluding from the right ofrsigfe
all persons who have been or may be convicted of bribery
or larceny or of any infamous crime, and depriving every
personwho shall make or become directly or indirectly
interested in any berr wager depending upon the result of
any election from the right to vote at such election.

ARTICLE IV.
LEGISLATIVE

Legislative power. SEcTioN 1. The legislative power shall be vested in a senate and assembly
Legislature, how constituted. SecTion 2. The number of the members of the assembly shall

neverbe less than fifty-four nor more than one hundred. The senate shall consist of a number not

morethan one-third nor less than one-fourth of the number of the members of the assembly

Apportionment.

SecTion 3. [As amended November 1982] At its first session after each

enumerationmade by the authority of the United States, the legislature shall apportion and
district anew the members of the senate and asseaddgrdingto the number of inhabitants.
[1979AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1]

Apportionment. SecTion 3. [As amended November
1967 At their first session after each enumeration made
by the authority of the United States, the legislature shall
apportion and district anew the members of the senate and
assembly, according to the number of inhabitants,
excludingsoldiers, and diters of the United States army
and navy. [1959 SJR-12; 1961 SJR-11

Senate district area factor Sections 3, 4 and 5.
[Approvedby voters April 1953] An amendment to Art.

IV, secs. 3, 4, 5, relating to senate apportionment based on
area and population, was approved by 1951 SJR-50 and
1953 AJR-7. However the Supreme Court held the
amendmenhot validly submitted to the voters in State ex
rel. Thomson v Zimmerman, 264 W644, 60 NW (2d)
416.

Apportionment. SecTion 3. [As amended November
1910 At their first session after each enumeration made

by the authority of the United States, the legislature shall
apportion and district anew the members of the senate and
assembly, according to the number of inhabitants,

excladiags not taxed, soldiers, andicdrs of the
United States army and navy{1907 SJR-18; 1909
SJR-35; 1909 c. 418

Census and apportionment. ScTion 3. [Original
form] The legislature shall provide by law for an
enumeratiorof the inhabitants of the state in the year one
thousandeight hundred and fifty-five, and at the end of
every ten years thereafter; and at their first session after
suchenumeration, and also after each enumeration made
by the authority of the United States, the legislature shall
apportion and district anew the members of the senate and
assembly, according to the number of inhabitants,
excluding Indians not taxed, and soldiers anficefrs of
the United States army and navy.

Representativego the assemblyhow chosen.Section4. [As amended November 1982] The
membersof the assembly shall be chosen biennjdtly single districts, on the u€sday
succeeding the first Monday of November in even-numbered years, by the qualified electors of
the several districts, such districts to be bounded by copnéginct, town or ward lines, to
consistof contiguous territory and be in as compact form as practicdl¥@9[AJR-76; 1981

AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1

Representatives to the assembly how chosen.
SecTIoN 4. [As amended November 188he members of
the assembly shall be chosen biennjalhy single
districts, on the Tiesday succeeding the first Monday of
Novemberafter the adoption of this amendment, by the
qualified electors of the several districts, such districts to
be bounded by counfyprecinct, town or ward lines, to
consistof contiguous territory and be in as compact form
as practicable 1880 SJR-9; 1881 AJR-7; 1881 c. 262]

Assemblymen, how chosen. 8cTion 4. [Original
form] The members of the assembly shall be chosen
annually by single districts, on theuEsday succeeding
the first Monday of November, by the qualified electors of
the several districts. Such districts to be bounded by
county, precinct, town, or ward lines, to consist of
contiguous territory and be in as compact form as
practicable.

Senatorshow chosen.SecTion 5. [As amended November 1982] The senators shall be elected

by single districts of convenient contiguous territory, at the same time and in the same manner as

—
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memberof the assembly are required to be chosen; and no assembly district shall be divided in
theformation of a senate district. The senate districts shall be numbered in the regular series, and
thesenators shall be chosen alternately from the odd and even-numbered districts for the term of
4 years. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1]

Senators, how chosen. 8cTion 5. [As amended Senators, how choserecTioN 5. [Original form] The
Novemberl881] The senators shall be elected by single  senatorsshall be chosen by single districts of convenient
districts of convenient contiguous territorat the same contiguousterritory, at the same time and in the same
time and in the same manner as members of the assembly manneras members of the assembly are required to be
arerequired to be chosen, and no assembly district shall chosen,and no assembly district shall be divided in the
be divided in the formation of a senate district. The senate fornaftmsenate district. The senate districts shall be
districts shall be numbered in the regular series, and the numbered in regular series, and the senators chosen by the
senatorsshall be chosen alternately from the odd and  odd-numbereddistricts shall go out of &ite at the
even-numberedlistricts. The senators elected or holding expirationof the first yearand the senators chosen by the
over at the time of the adoption of this amendment shall  even-numbereddistricts shall go out of &te at the
continue in ofice till their successors are duly elected and expirationof the second yeaand thereafter the senators
qualified; and after the adoption of this amendment all shall be chosen for the term of two years.
senatorsshall be chosen for the term of four years. [1880
SJR-9; 1881 AJR-7; 1881 c. 262

Quialifications of legislators. SecTion 6. No person shall be eligible to the legislature who
shallnot have resided one year within the state, and be a qualified éhetft@district which he

may be chosen to represent.

Organization of legislature; quorum; compulsory attendance.Section7. Each house shall
be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its own members; and a majority of
eachshall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day
andmay compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties as
each house may provide.

Rules; contempts; expulsion. SecTion 8. Each house may determine the rules of its own
proceedings,punish for contempt and disorderly behayviand with the concurrence of
two-thirdsof all the members elected, expel a member; but no member shall be expelled a second
time for the same cause.

Officers. SEcTion 9. [As amended April 197&ach house shall choose its presiding officers
from its own members1P77 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1

Officers. scrion9. [Original formy Each house temporarypresident when the lieutenant governor shall
shall choose its own officers, and the senate shall choose a Mot attend as president, or shall act as governor.

Journals; open doors; adjournments. SEcTioN 10. Each house shall keep a journal of its
proceedingsind publish the same, except such parts as require sethrecgloors of each house
shall be kept open except when the public welfare shall require sedisither house shall,
without consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days.

Meeting of legislature. SecTion 11. [As amended April 1968] The legislature shall meet at the
seat of governmeit such time as shall be provided by,lamless convened by the governor in
special session, and when so convened no business shall be transacted except as shall be
necessaryo accomplish the special purposes for which it was conveh®@5[AJR-5; 1967
AJR-1§

Meeting of legislature. SecTion 11. [As amended to accomplish the special purposes for which it was

Novemberl881] The legislature shall meet at the seat of
government at such time as shall be provided by law, once
in two years, and no ofteneunless convened by the
governor,in special session, and when so convened no
businessshall be transacted except as shall be necessary

convened. 1880 SJR-9; 1881 AJR-7; 1881 c. 262]

Place and time of meeting. &TioN 11. [Original
form] The legislature shall meet at the seat of government,
at such time as shall be provided by law, once in each year
and not oftener, unless convened by the governor.

Ineligibility of legislators to office. Section 12. No member of the legislature shall, during
the term for which he was elected, be appointed or elected to any civil office in the state, which
shall have been created, or the emoluments of which shall have been increased, during the term

for which he was elected.

Ineligibility of federal officers. Section 13. [As amended April 1966] No person being a
memberof congress, or holding any military or civilfice under the United States, shall be
eligible to a seat in the legislature; and if any person shall, after his election as a member of the
legislature,be elected to congress, or be appointed to afigeptivil or military, under the
governmenbf the United States, his acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat. This restriction
shall not prohibit a legislator from accepting short periods of active duty as a member of the
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reserveor from serving in the armed forces during any @®ecy declared by the executive.
[1963 SJR-24; 1965 SIR{15

Ineligibility of federal officers. $cTion 13. [Original shall, after his election as a member of the legislature, be

form] No person being a member of congress, or holding
any military or civil office under the United States, shall
be eligible to a seat in the legislature; and if any person

electedto congress, or be appointed to anfycef civil or
military, under the government of the United States, his
acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat.

Filling vacancies.SecTion 14. The governor shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies
asmay occur in either house of the legislature.

Exemption from arrest and civil process.Section 15. Members of the legislature shall in all
casesexcept treason, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest; nor shall they be
subjectto any civil process, during the session of the legislature, nor for fifteen days next before

thecommencement and after the termination of each session.

Privilege in debate. SecTion 16. No member of the legislature shall be liable in any civil
action, or criminal prosecution whatever, for words spoken in debate.

Enactmentof laws. SecTion17. [As amended April 1977] (1) The style of all laws of the state
shallbe “The people of the state ofisblonsin, represented in senate and assewiblgnact as

follows:”.

(2) No law shall be enacted except by bill. No law shall be in force until published.
(3) The legislature shall provide by law for the speedy publication of all |A®@85[AJR-11;

1977 SIR-P

Style of laws; bills. SEcTion 17. [Original form] The
style of the laws of the state shall be “The people of the

state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do

enactas follows:” and no law shall be enacted except by
bill.

Title of private bills. SecTion 18. No private or local bill which may be passed by the
legislatureshall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title.

Origin of bills. SecTion19. Any bill may originate in either house of the legislature, and a bill
passedy one house may be amended by the other

Yeasand nays.SecTion20. The yeas and nays of the members of either house on any question
shall, at the request of one-sixth of those present, be entered on the journal.

SecTion 21.[Repealed. 1927 SJR-61; 1929 SJR-7; vote April 1929

Compensation of membersSecTion 21. [As amended
November1881] Each member of the legislature shall
receivefor his services, for and during a regular session,
the sum of five hundred dollars, and ten cents for every
mile he shall travel in going to and returning from the
place of meeting of the legislature on the most usual route.
In case of an extra session of the legislature, no additional
compensatiorshall be allowed to any member thereof,
either directly or indirectly except for mileage to be
computedat the same rate as for a regular sessiND.
stationery,newspapers, postage or other perquisite except
the salary and mileage above provided, shall be received
from the state by any member of the legislature for his
services,or in any other manner as such memfE880
SJR-9; 1881 AJR-7; 1881 c. 262

Compensation of membersSecTion 21. [As amended
November1867] Each member of the legislature shall
receivefor his services three hundred and fifty dollars per
annumand ten cents for every mile he shall travel in going
to and returning from the place of the meeting of the
legislatureon the most usual route. In case of an extra
sessionof the legislature no additional compensation
shall be allowed to any member thereof either directly or
indirectly. [1865 SJR-26; 1866 SJR-16; 1867 c. 25]

Compensation of members. &cTion 21. [Original
form] Each member of the legislature shall receive for his
services two dollars and fifty cents for each day’
attendance during the session, and ten cents for every mile
he shall travel in going to and returning from the place of
the meeting of the legislature, on the most usual route.

Powers of county boards. SecTion 22. The legislature may confer upon the boards of
supervisors of the several counties of the state such powers of a local, legislative and
administrativecharacter as they shall from time to time prescribe.

Town and county government. SecTioN 23. JAs amended April 197 he legislature shall
establish bubne system of town government, which shall be as nearly uniform as practicable;
butthe legislature may provide for the election ajdéaonce in every 4 years of a chief executive
officer in any county with such powers of an administrative character as they may from time to
time prescribe in accordance with this section and shall establish one or more systems of county

government.1969 SJR-58; 1971 SJIR-4

Uniform town and county government. 8cTION 23.
[As amended April 1969] The legislature shall establish
but one system of town and county government, which
shall be as nearly uniform as practicable, except that the
requirement of uniformity shall not apply to the
administrative means of exercising powers of a local

legislative character conferred by section 22 upon the
boards of supervisors of the several counties; but the
legislaturemay provide for the election at ¢gr once in
every 4 years of a chief executiveicér in any county
with such powers of an administrative character as they
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may from time to time prescribe in accordance with this having a population of five hundred thousand or more

section. 1967 AJR-18; 1969 SJR-8 with such powers of an administrative character as they
Uniform town and county government. ScTion 23. may from time to time prescribe in accordance with this

[As amended November 1962] The legislature shall ~section. 1959 AJR-121; 1961 AJR-p1

establishbut one system of town and county government, Uniform town and county government. 8cTION 23.

which shall be as nearly uniform as practicable; but the  [Original form] The legislature shall establish but one

legislature may provide for the election atgkronce in systemof town and county government, which shall be as

everyfour years of a chief executive officer in any county nearly uniform as practicable.

Chief executive officer to appove or veto esolutionsor ordinances; proceedings on veto.
SecTion 23a. [As amended April 1969] Every resolution or ordinance passed by the county board
in any county shall, before it becomefeefive, be presented to the chief executiieef. If he
approves, he shall sign it; if not, he shall return it with his objections, which objections shall be
enteredat lage upon the journal and the board shall proceed to reconsider the. matter
Appropriations maye approved in whole or in part by the chief executifieafand the part
approvedshall become law, and the part objected to shall be returned in the same manner as
provided for in other resolutions or ordinances. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the
members-electf the county board agree to pass the resolution or ordinance or the part of the
resolutionor ordinance objected to, it shall becomfeafve on the date prescribed but not
earlierthan the date of passage following reconsideration. In all such cases, the votes of the
memberof the county board shall be determined by ayes and noes and the names of the members
voting for or against the resolution or ordinance or the part thereof objected to shall be entered on
thejournal. If any resolution or ordinance is not returned by the chief executieer @b the
county boardat its first meeting occurring not less than 6 days, Sundays excepted, after it has
beenpresented to him, it shall becomdeefive unless the county board has recessed or
adjournedfor a period in excess of 60 days, in which case it shall notféetieé without his
approval. 1967 AJR-18; 1969 SJR-8

Chief executive officer to apppve or veto or the part of the resolution or ordinance objected to, it
resolutions or ordinances; proceedings on veto. shall become déctive on the date prescribed but not
SecTioN 23a. [Created November 1962] Every resolution earlierthan the date of passage following reconsideration.
or ordinance passed by the county board in any county |n all such cases, the votes of the members of the county

having a population of five hundred thousand or more  poard shall be determined by ayes and nays and the names
shall, before it becomes effective, be presented to the chief of the members voting for or against the resolution or

eﬁeﬁulive of_fice!"IJ R? approves, he ?Fa# sign it; if not,hh(ﬁ ordinanceor the part thereof objected to shall be entered
shall return it with his objections, which objections sha on the journal. If any resolution or ordinance is not

gfo?:gteedrt%dreaéolﬁ’seidueprot%éh;e{ggwggl)rgg(rji;{ilgngorig/ sbt;all returned by the chief executive officer to the county board
approved in whole or in part by the chief executive officer ~ at its first meeting occurring not less than six days,
and the part approved shall become Jaand the part Sundaysexcepted, after it has been presented to him, it
objected to shall be returned in the same manner as shall become déctive unless the county board has
provided for in other resolutions or ordinances. If, after ~ recessear adjourned for a period in excess of sixty days,
suchreconsideration, two-thirds of the members-elect of  in which case it shall not be fetive without his
the county board agree to pass the resolution or ordinance approval. 1959 AJR-121; 1961 AJR-p1

Gambling. SecTtion 24. [As amended April 19981) Except as provided in this section, the
legislature may not authorize gambling in any form.

(2) Except as otherwise provided by lathe following activities do not constitute
consideration as an element of gambling:

(a) To listen to or watch a television or radio program.
(b) To fill out a coupon or entry blank, whether or not proof of purchase is required.

(c) To visit a mercantile establishment or other place without being required to make a
purchase or pay an admittance fee.

(3) The legislature may authorize the following bingo games licensed by the state, but all
profits shall accrue to the licensedyanization and no salaries, fees or profits may be paid to any
other oganization or person: bingo games operated by religious, charitable, service, fraternal or
veterans’ gganizations or those to which contributions are deductible for federal or state income
tax purposes.

(4) The legislature may authorize the followingflafgames licensed by the state, but all
profits shall accrue to the licensed locaganization and no salaries, fees or profits may be paid
to any other gganization or person: iféd games operated by local religious, charitable, service,
fraternal or veterans’ organizations or those to which contributions are deductible for federal or
stateincome tax purposes. The legislature shall limit the number ftédg@onducted by any
such organization.
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(5) This section shall not prohibit pari-mutuel on-track betting as provided byTae state
may not own or operate any facility or enterprise for pari-mutuel betting, or lease any
state-ownedand to any other owner or operator for such purposes.

(6) (a) The legislature may authorize the creation of a lottery to be operated by the state as
providedby law The expenditure of public funds or of revenues derived from lottery operations
to engage in promotional advertising of theiseénsin state lottery is prohibited. Any
advertisingof the state lottery shall indicate the odds of a specific lottery ticket to be selected as
thewinning ticket for each prize amounfefed. The net proceeds of the state lottery shall be
depositedn the treasury of the state, to be used for property tax relief as provided. by law

(b) The lottery authorized under pdr) shall be an enterprise that entitles the player
purchasinga ticket, to participate in a game of chance if: 1) the winning tickets are randomly
predeterminecand the player reveals preprinted numbers or symbols from which it can be
immediatelydetermined whether the ticket is a winning ticket entitling the player to win a prize
asprescribed in the features and procedures for the game, including an opportunity to win a prize
in a secondary or subsequent chance drawing or game; or 2) the ticket is evidence of the numbers
or symbols selected by the playerairthe playes option, selected by a compuytnd the player
becomes entitled to a prize as prescribed in the features and procedures for the game, including
anopportunity to win a prize in a secondary or subsequent chance drawing or game if some or all
of the playe's symbols or numbers are selected in a chance drawing or game, if thispieketr
is randomly selected by the computer at the time of purchase or if the ticket is selected in a chance
drawing.

(c) Notwithstanding the authorization of a state lottery under(parthe following games, or
gamessimulating any of the following games, may not be conducted by the state as a lottery: 1)
any game in which winners are selected based on the results of a race or sporting event; 2) any
bankingcard game, including blackjack, baccarat or chemin de fpok®r; 4) roulette; 5) craps
or any other game that involves rolling dice; 6) keno; 7) bingo 21, bingo jack, bingolet or bingo
craps; 8) any game of chance that is placed orslet machine or any mechanical,
electromechanicabr electronic device that is generally available to be played at a gambling
casino;9) any game or device that is commonly known as a video game of chance or a video
gamingmachine or that is commonly considered to be a video gambling machine, unless such
machineis a video device operated by the state in a game authorized under par. (a) to permit the
sale of tickets through retail outlets under contract with the state and the device does not
determineor indicate whether the player has won a prize, other than by verifying that thésplayer
ticketor some or all of the playarsymbols or numbers on the pldgdicket have been selected
in a chance drawing, or by verifying that the plagedicket has been randomly selected by a
centralsystem computer at the time of purchase; 10) any game that is similar to a game listed in
this paragraph; or 1) any other game that is commonly considered to be a form of gambling and
is not, or is not substantially similar to, a game conducted by the state undaj.p&io game
conducted by the state under par. (a) may permit a player of the game to purchase a ticket, or to
otherwiseparticipate in the game, from a residence by using a comfrléghone or other form
of electronic, telecommunication, video or technological aid. [(1), (2dn&mended; (6)(b),

(c) created; June 1992 AJR-1; 1993 SJR-2

Lotteries and divorces. SecTioN 24. [As amended
April 1987] (1) Except as provided in this section, the
legislatureshall never authorize any lottery or grant any
divorce.

(2) Except as otherwise provided by latve following
activitiesdo not constitute consideration as an element of
a lottery:

(a) To listen to or watch a television or radio program.

(b) To fill out a coupon or entry blank, whether or not
proof of purchase is required.

(c) To visit a mercantile establishment or other place
without being required to make a purchase or pay an
admittance fee.

(3) The legislature may authorize the following bingo
gameslicensed by the state, but all profits shall accrue to
the licensed @anization and no salaries, fees or profits
may be paid to any otherganization or person: bingo
gamesoperated by religious, charitable, service, fraternal

or veterans’ ayanizations or those to which contributions
are deductible for federal or state income tax purposes.

(4) The legislature may authorize the followingflef
gameslicensed by the state, but all profits shall accrue to
the licensed local ganization and no salaries, fees or
profits may be paid to any othergamization or person:
raffle games operated by local religious, charitable,
service, fraternal or veterans’ ganizations or those to
which contributions are deductible for federal or state
income tax purposes. The legislature shall limit the
number of raffles conducted by any such organization.

(5) This section shall not prohibit pari-mutuel on-track
betting as provided by law The state may not own or
operateany facility or enterprise for pari-mutuel betting,
or lease any state-owned land to any other owner or
operator for such purposes.

(6) The legislature may authorize the creation of a
lottery to be operated by the state as provided by law. The
expenditureof public funds or of revenues derived from
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lottery operations to engage in promotional advertising of
the Wisconsin state lottery is prohibited. Any advertising
of the state lottery shall indicate the odds of a specific
lottery ticketto be selected as the winning ticket for each
prize amount offered. The net proceeds of the state lottery
shall be deposited in the treasury of the state, to be used
for property tax relief as provided by laffPari-mutuel:
1985 AJR-45; 1987 AJR-2. State lottery: 1985 SJR-1;
1987 AJR-3.

Lotteries and divorces SecTion 24. [As amended
April 1977] The legislature shall never authorize any
lottery or grant any divorce. (1) The legislature may
authorizebingo games licensed by the state, and operated
by religious, charitable, service, fraternal or veterans’
organizations or those to which contributions are
deductiblefor federal or state income tax purposes. All
profits must inure to the licensed gamization and no
salaries, fees or profits shall be paid to any other
organizationor person. (2) The legislature may authorize
raffle games licensed by the state, and operated by local
religious, charitable, service, fraternal or veterans’
organizations or those to which contributions are
deductiblefor federal or state income tax purposes. The
legislature shall limit the number of figs conducted by
any such oganization. All profits must inure to the
licensedlocal oganization and no salaries, fees or profits
shall be paid to any other ganization or person. (3)
Except as the legislature may provide otherwise, the
following activities do not constitute consideration as an
elemenf a lottery: (a) ® listen to or watch a television or
radio program. (b) @ fill out a coupon or entry blank,
whetheror not proof of purchase is required. (o) Visit a
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mercantile establishment or other place without being
requiredto make a purchase or pay an admittance fee.
[1975 AJR-43; 1977 AJR-10

Lotteries and divorces. SecTioN 24. [As amended
April 1973] The legislature shall never authorize any
lottery, or grant any divorce, but may authorize bingo
gameslicensed by the state, and operated by religious,
charitable service, fraternal or veterans'ganizations or
thoseto which contributions are deductible for federal or
stateincome tax purposes. All profits must inure to the
licensed oganization and no salaries, fees or profits shall
be paid to any other organization or person. Except as the
legislaturemay provide otherwise, to listen to or watch a
television or radio program, to fill out a coupon or entry
blank, whether or not proof of purchase is required, or to
visit a mercantile establishment or other place without
being required to make a purchase or pay an admittance
fee does not constitute consideration as an element of a
lottery. [1971 SJR-13; 1973 AJR-6

Lotteries and divorces. SecTioN 24. [As amended
April 1965] The legislature shall never authorize any
lottery, orgrant any divorce. Except as the legislature may
provide otherwise, to listen to or watch a television or
radio program, to fill out a coupon or entry blank, whether
or not proof of purchase is required, or to visit a mercantile
establishmentor other place without being required to
make a purchase or pay an admittance fee does not
constitute consideration as an element of a lotfég863
SJR-42; 1965 SJR-13

Lotteries and divorces. SecTion 24. [Original form]

The legislature shall never authorize any lottesy grant
any divorce.

Stationery and printing. SecTion 25. The legislature shall provide by law that all stationery

requiredfor the use of the state, and all printing authorized and required by them to be done for

their use, or for the state, shall be let by contract to the lowest bidlgkethe legislature may
establista maximum price; no member of the legislature or other stiterashall be interested,
either directly or indirectly, in any such contract.

Extra compensation; salary change. SecTion 26. [As amended April 1992] (1) The
legislaturemay not grant any extra compensation to a publicesf agent, servant or contractor
afterthe services have been rendered or the contract has been entered into.

(2) Except as provided in this subsection, the compensation of a puidier shay not be
increased or diminished during the term of office:

(a) When any increase or decrease in the compensation of justices of the supreme court or
judgesof any court of record becomedegftive as to any such justice or judge, it shall be
effectivefrom such date as to every such justice or judge.

(b) Any increase in the compensation of members of the legislature shall fixtte fefr all
senatorsnd representatives to the assemdferthe next general election beginning with the
new assembly term.

(3) Subsection (1) shall not apply to increased benefits for persons who have been or shall be
grantedbenefits of any kind under a retirement system when such increased benefits are
providedby a legislative act passed on a call of ayes and noes by a three-fourths vote of all the

memberslected to both houses of the legislature and such act providedifesttate funds
to cover the costs of the increased benefits. [1989 AJR-47; 1991 AJR-16

Extra compensation; salary change. E£TION 26. [As
amended April 1977The legislature shall never grant any
extra compensation to any public officer, agent, servant or
contractor,after the services shall have been rendered or
the contract entered into; nor shall the compensation of
any public oficer be increased or diminished during his
term of office except that when any increase or decrease
provided by the legislature in the compensation of the
Justicesof the supreme court or judges of any court of
record shall become &ctive as to any such justice or
judge, it shall be ekctive from such date as to each of
suchjustices or judges. This section shall not apply to
increasedbenefits for persons who have been or shall be
grantedbenefits of any kind under a retirement system
whensuch increased benefits are provided by a legislative

act passed on a call of ayes and noes by a three-fourths
vote of all the members elected to both houses of the
legislature, which act shall provide for siifient state
funds to cover the costs of the increased benefits. [1975
AJR-11; 1977 SJIR}9

Extra compensation; salary change. &TIoN 26. [As
amended April 1974The legislature shall never grant any
extra compensation to any public officer, agent, servant or
contractor,after the services shall have been rendered or
the contract entered into; nor shall the compensation of
any public oficer be increased or diminished during his
term of office except that when any increase or decrease
provided by the legislature in the compensation of the
justices of the supreme court, or judges of the circuit court
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shall become déctive as to any such justice or judge, it
shall become déctive from such date as to each of such
justices or judges. This section shall not apply to
increasedbenefits for persons who have been or shall be
grantedbenefits of any kind under a retirement system
whensuch increased benefits are provided by a legislative
act passed on a call of yeas and nays by a three-fourths
vote of all the members elected to both houses of the
legislature, which act shall provide for sfidient state
funds to cover the costs of the increased benefits. [1971
SJR-3; 1973 SJR-15

Extra compensation; salary change. E£TION 26. [As
amended April 1967The legislature shall never grant any
extra compensation to any public officer, agent, servant or
contractor,after the services shall have been rendered or
the contract entered into; nor shall the compensation of
any public oficer be increased or diminished during his
term of office except that when any increase or decrease
provided by the legislature in the compensation of the
Justices of the supreme court, or judges of the circuit court
shall become déctive as to any such justice or judge, it
shall be effective from suakate as to each of such justices
or judges. This section shall not apply to increased
benefitsfor teachers under a teachers’ retirement system
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whensuch increased benefits are provided by a legislative
act passed on a call of yeas and nays by a three-fourths
vote of all the members elected to both houses of the
legislature. 1965 AJR-162; 1967 AJR-1L7

Extra compensation; salary change. &TIoN 26. [As
amended April 1956The legislature shall never grant any
extra compensation to any public officer, agent, servant or
contractor,after the services shall have been rendered or
the contract entered into; nor shall the compensation of
any public oficer be increased or diminished during his
term of office. This section shall not apply to increased
benefits for teachers under a teachers’ retirement system
whensuch increased benefits are provided by a legislative
act passed on a call of yeas and nays by a three-fourths
vote of all the members elected to both houses of the
legislature. 1953 SJR-21; 1955 SJR-8

Extra compensation; salary change. ££TION 26.
[Original form] The legislature shall never grant any extra
compensationto any public dicer, agent, servant or
contractorafter the services shall have been rendered or
the contract entered into; nor shall the compensation of
any public oficer be increased or diminished during his
term of office.

Suitsagainst state.SecTion27. The legislature shall direct by law in what manner and in what
courtssuits may be brought against the state.

Oath of office. Section 28. Members of the legislature, and alficgrs, executive and
judicial, except such inferior fi€ers as may be by law exempted, shall before they enter upon the
duties of their respective fites, take and subscribe an oath dirmftion to support the
constitutionof the United States and the constitution of the stateiséasin, and faithfully to
discharge the duties of their respective offices to the best of their ability.

Militia. SecTion29. The legislature shall determine what persons shall constitute the militia
of the state, and may provide foganizing and disciplining the same in such manner as shall be
prescribed by law.

Electionsby legislature. SecTion 30. [As amended November 1982] All elections made by the
legislatureshall be by roll call vote entered in the journals. [1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit:
May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1

Elections by legislatue. Section 30. [Original form] thereof shall vote viva voce, and their votes shall be
In all elections to be made by the legislature the members entered on the journal.

Specialand private laws prohibited. Section31. [As amended April 1993] The legislature is
prohibitedfrom enacting any special or private laws in the following cases:

(1) For changing the names of persons, constituting one person the heir at law of another
granting any divorce.

(2) For laying out, opening or altering highways, except in cases of state roads extending into
morethan one counfyand military roads to aid in the construction of which lands may be granted
by congress.

(3) For authorizing persons to keep ferries across streams at points wholly within this state.

(4) For authorizing the sale or mortgage of real or personal property of minors or others under
disability.

(5) For locating or changing any county seat.

(6) For assessment or collection of taxes or for extending the time for the collection thereof.
(7) For granting corporate powers or privileges, except to cities.

(8) For authorizing the apportionment of any part of the school fund.

(9) For incorporating any cityown or village, or to amend the charter thereof. [(1) amended,;
June 1992 AJR-1; 1993 SJR-2
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Special and private laws pohibited. SEcTion 31. [As
amendedNovember 1892] The legislature is prohibited
from enacting any special or private laws in the following
cases:

1st. For changing the name of persons or constituting
one person the heir at law of another.

2d. For laying out, opening or altering highways,
exceptin cases of state roads extending into more than one
county, and military roads to aid in the construction of
which lands may be granted by congress.

3d. For authorizing persons to keep ferries across
streams at points wholly within this state.

4th. For authorizing the sale or mortgage of real or
personal property of minors or others under disability.

5th. For locating or changing any county seat.

6th. For assessment or collection of taxes or for
extending the time for the collection thereof.

7th. For granting corporate powers or privileges,
except to cities.

8th. For authorizing the apportionment of any part of
the school fund.

9th. For incorporating any cifytown or village, or to
amendthe charter thereof. [1888JR-13; 1891 SJR-13;
1891 c. 36p
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Special or private laws. &cTion 31. [Created

November 1871] The legislature is prohibited from
enacting special or private laws in the following

cases:

1st. For changing the name of persons or constituting
one person the heir at law of another.

2d. For laying out, opening or altering highways,

amaggstes of state roads extending into more than one

county, and military roads to aid in the construction of
which lands may be granted by congress.

3d. For authorizing persons to keep ferries across
streams at points wholly within this state.

4th. For authorizing the sale or mortgage of real or
personal property of minors or others under disability.

5th. For locating or changing any county seat.

6th. For assessment or collection of taxes or for
extending the time for the collection thereof.

7th. For granting corporate powers or privileges,
except to cities.

8th. For authorizing the apportionment of any part of
the school fund.

9th. For incorporating any town or village or to amend
the charter thereof. [1870 SJR-14; 1871 AJR-29; 1871 c.
127

Generallaws on enumerated subjectsSEcTion 32. [As amended April 1993] The legislature
may provide by general law for the treatment of any subject for which lawmaking is prohibited by
section 31 of this article. Subject to reasonable classifications, such laws shall be uniform in their
operation throughout the statdupe 1992 AJR-1; 1993 SJR-2

General laws on enumerated subjects. ESTION 32.
[Created November 1871] The legislature shall provide
generallaws for the transaction of any business that may

be prohibited by section thirty-one of this article, and all
suchlaws shall be uniform in their operation throughout
the state.I870 SJR-14; 1871 AJR-29; 1871 c. 122]

Auditing of state accounts. SecTion 33. [Created November 1946] The legislature shall
provide for the auditing of state accounts and may establish sdicesofind prescribe such
dutiesfor the same as it shall deem neces§aB43 SIR-35; 1945 SIR{24

Continuity of civil government. Section34. [Created April 1961] The legislature, in order to
ensurecontinuity of state and local governmental operations in periods ofjenwrresulting
from enemy action in the form of an attack, shall (1) forthwith provide for prompt and temporary

successiorno the powers and duties of publidioés, of whatever nature and whether filled by
election or appointment, the incumbents of which may become unavailable for carrying on the
powers and duties of suchfiogs, and (2) adopt such other measures as may be necessary and
properfor attaining the objectives of this section. [1959 AJR-48; 1961 $IR-1

ARTICLE V.
ExecuTIVE

Governor; lieutenant governor; term. SecTioN 1. [As amended April 19T7The executive
powershall be vested in a governor who shall hofeteffor 4 years; a lieutenant governor shall
beelected at the same time and for the same term. [1977 SJR-51; 197P SJR-1

Governor; lieutenant governor; term. SECTiON 1. lieutenantgovernor shall be elected at the same time, and
[Original form] The executive power shall be vested in a for the same term.
governor, who shall hold his dice for two years; a

SecTioN Im. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979]

Governor; 4-year term. ScTioN 1m. [Created April thereshall be elected a governor to holdicgf for a term
1967 Notwithstanding section 1, beginning with the of four years. 1965 AJR-4; 1967 AJR-9 and SJR-12]
generalelection in 1970 and every four years thereafter

SECTION 1n.[Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979

Lieutenant governor; 4-year term. ScTioN 1n. four years thereafterthere shall be elected a lieutenant
[Created April 1967] Notwithstanding section 1, governorto hold ofice for a term of four years. [1965
beginning with the general election in 1970 and every AJR-4; 1967 AJR-9 and SJR}12

Eligibility. SecTion2. No person except a citizen of the United States and a qualified elector
of the state shall be eligible to thdioé of governor or lieutenant governor.

Election. SecTion 3. [As amended April 1967] The governor and lieutenant governor shall be
elected by the qualified electors of the state at the times and places of choosing members of the
legislature. They shall be chosen jointlyy the casting by each voter of a single vote applicable

—
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to both ofices beginning with the general election in 19T@e persons respectively having the
highestnumber of votes cast jointly for them for governor and lieutenant governor shall be
elected; butin case two or more slates shall have an equal and the highest number of votes for
governorand lieutenant governathe two houses of the legislature, at its next annual session
shallforthwith, by joint ballot, choose one of the slates so having an equal and the highest number
of votes for governor and lieutenant governcfhe returns of election for governor and
lieutenangovernor shall be made in such manner as shall be provided.py98% AJR-3; 1967

AJR-8 and SJR-11]

Election. SecTioN 3. [Original form] The governor and
lieutenant governor shall be elected by the qualified
electorsof the state at the times and places of choosing
membersof the legislature. The persons respectively
having the highest number of votes for governor and
lieutenantgovernor shall be elected; but in case two or  andlieutenant governor shall be made in such manner as
moreshall have an equal and the highest number of votes shall be provided by law.

Powers and duties.SecTion4. The governor shall be commander in chief of the military and
naval forces of the state. He shall have power to convene the legislature on extraordinary
occasionsand in case of invasion, or danger from the prevalence of contagious disease at the seat
of government, he may convene them at any other suitable place within the state. He shall
communicatdo the legislature, at every session, the condition of the state, and recommend such
mattersto them for their consideration as he may deem expedient. He shall transact all necessary
businesswith the oficers of the government, civil and militaryHe shall expedite all such
measuresas may be resolved upon by the legislature, and shall take care that the laws be
faithfully executed.

SecTion 5. [Repealed. 1929 SJR-81; 1931 SJR-6; vote November 1932]

for governor, or lieutenant governor, the two houses of the
legislature,at its next annual session shall forthwith, by
joint ballot, choose one of the persons so having an equal
and the highest number of votes for governar
lieutenantgovernor The returns of election for governor

Compensation of governor. SEcTioN 5. [As amended
November1926] The governor shall receive, during his
continuancen office, an annual compensation of not less
thanfive thousand dollars, to be fixed by lamhich shall
bein full for all traveling or other expenses incident to his
duties. The compensation prescribed for governor
immediatelyprior to the adoption of this amendment shall
continue in force until changed by the legislature in a
manner consistent with the other provisions of this
constitution. 1923 AJR-88; 1925 AJR-50; 1925 c. 413]

Compensation of governor. SecTion 5. [As amended
November1869] The governor shall receive during his
continuancein office, an annual compensation of five
thousanddollars which shall be in full for all traveling or
otherexpenses incident to his dutie$868 AJR-13; 1869
SJR-6; 1869 c. 186

Compensation of governor SecTion 5. [Original
form] The governor shall receive during his continuance
in office, an annual compensation of one thousand two
hundred and fifty dollars.

Pardoning power. SectioNn 6. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves,
commutationsand pardons, after conviction, for allfaises, except treason and cases of
impeachmentypon such conditions and with such restrictions and limitations as he may think
proper,subject to such regulations as may be provided by law relative to the manner of applying
for pardons. Upon conviction for treason he shall have the power to suspend the execution of the
sentenceintil the case shall be reported to the legislature a¢iksmeeting, when the legislature
shall either pardon, or commute the sentence, direct the execution of the sentence, or grant a
further reprieve. He shall annually communicate to the legislature each case of reprieve,
commutationor pardon granted, stating the name of the convict, the crime of which he was
convictedthe sentence and its date, and the date of the commutation, pardon or reprieve, with his
reasons for granting the same.

Lieutenant governor, when governor SecTioN 7. [As amended April 1979] (1) Upon the
governor’sdeath, resignation or removal fromfio¢, the lieutenant governor shall become
governorfor the balance of the unexpired term.

(2) If the governor is absent from this state, impeached, or from mental or physical disease,
becomes incapable of performing the duties of the office, the lieutenant governor shall serve as
actinggovernor for the balance of the unexpired term or until the governor returns, the disability
cease®r the impeachment is vacated. But when the govenithrthe consent of the legislature,
shallbe out of this state in time of war at the head of the statititary force, the governor shall
continueas commander in chief of the military force. [1977 SJR-51; 1979 BJR-1
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Lieutenant governor, when governor SECTION 7. until the governgr absent or impeached, shall have
[Original form] In case of the impeachment of the returned, or the disability shall cease. But when the
governor, or his removal from office, death, inability from goverstuall, with the consent of the legislature, be out
mentalor physical disease, resignation, or absence from of the state in time of war, at the head of the military force
the state, the powers and duties of tifeefshall devolve thereofhe shall continue commander in chief of the
upon the lieutenant governor for the residue of the term or military force of the state.

Secretary of state, when governar SecTion 8. [As amended April 1979] (1) If there is a
vacancyin the ofice of lieutenant governor and the governor dies, resigns or is removed from
office, the secretary of state shall become governor for the balance of the unexpired term.

(2) If there is a vacancy in thefife of lieutenant governor and the governor is absent from this
statejmpeached, or from mental or physical disease becomes incapable of performing the duties
of the ofice, the secretary of state shall serve as acting governor for the balance of the unexpired
term or until the governor returns, the disability ceases or the impeachment is vacated. [1977
SJR-51; 1979 SJR}H1

Lieutenant governor president of senate; when resign, die, or from mental or physical disease become
secretary of state to be governarSecTion 8. [Original incapable of performing the duties of his fife, or be
form] The lieutenant governor shall be president of the  absent from the state, the secretary of state shall act as
senate,but shall have only a casting vote therein. If, govenrdil the vacancy shall be filled or the disability
during a vacancy in the fite of the governgrthe shall cease.

lieutenant governor shall be impeached, displaced,

SecTionN 9. [Repealed. 1929 SJR-82; 1931 SJR-7; vote November 1932]

Compensation of lieutenant governorSecTion 9. [As Compensation of lieutenant governor SecTion 9.
amendedNovember 1869] The lieutenant governor shall [Original form] The lieutenant governor shall receive
receive during his continuance in fafe an annual doublethe per diem allowance of members of the senate,
compensationof one thousand dollars. [1868 AJR-13; for every days attendance agsresident of the senate, and
1869 SJR-6; 1869 c. 16 the same mileage as shall be allowed to members of the

legislature.

Governor to approve or veto bills; proceedings on veto.SecTtion 10. [As amended April
1994 (1) (a) Every bill which shall have passed the legislature shall, before it becomeba law
presented to the governor.

(b) If the governor approves and signs the bill, the bill shall become law. Appropriation bills
may be approved in whole or in part by the goveraod the part approved shall become law

(c) In approving an appropriation bill in part, the governor may not create a new word by
rejectingindividual letters in the words of the enrolled bill.

(2) (a) If the governor rejects the bill, the governor shall return thetbgkther with the
objectionsn writing, to the house in which the bill originated. The house of origin shall enter the
objections at lage upon the journal and proceed to reconsider the bill. If, after such
reconsiderationtwo-thirds of the members present agree to pass the bill notwithstanding the
objectionsof the governarit shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by
whichit shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members present it
shall become law.

(b) The rejected part of an appropriation bill, together with the goverraijections in
writing, shall be returned to the house in which the bill originated. The house of origin shall enter
the objections at laye upon the journal and proceed to reconsider the rejected part of the
appropriationbill. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the members present @gree
approvethe rejected part notwithstanding the objections of the govétrsball be sent, together
with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewiseebensidered, and if
approvedoy two-thirds of the members present the rejected part shall become law

(c) In all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by ayes and noes, and the
namesof the members voting for or against passage of the bill or the rejected part of the bill
notwithstandingthe objections of the governor shall be entered on the journal of each house
respectively.

(3) Any bill not returned by the governor within 6 days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have
beenpresented to the governor shall be law unless the legislature, by final adjournment, prevents
the bill's return, in which case it shall not be 1§#987 AJR-71; 1989 SJR-11]

Governor to approve or veto bills; proceedings on his objections, to that house in which it shall have
veto. SecTion 10. [As amended November 193jery originated,who shall enter the objections atdarupon
bill which shall have passed the legislature shall, before it the journal and proceed to reconsider Appropriation

becomesa law be presented to the governor; if he bills may be approved in whole or in part by the governor
approve he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with and the part approved shall become Jaand the part
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objectedto shall be returned in the same manner as
provided for other bills. If, after such reconsideration,
two-thirds of the members present shall agree to pass the
bill, or the part of the bill objected to, it shall be sent,
togetherwith the objections, to the other house, by which
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by
two-thirds of the members present it shall become a law
But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be
determinedby yeas and nays, and the names of the
membersvoting for or against the bill or the part of the bill
objectedto, shall be entered on the journal of each house
respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the
governorwithin six days (Sundays excepted) after it shall
have been presented to him, the same shall be a law unless
the legislature shall, by their adjournment, prevent its
return,in which case it shall not be a 12j4927 SJR-35;
1929 SJR-4D

Approval of bills. SecTion 10. [As amended November
1908 Every bill which shall have passed the legislature
shall, before it becomes a lawbe presented to the
governor;if he approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he shall
return it, with his objectiongp that house in which it shall
have originated, who shall enter the objections agéar
upon the journal and proceed to reconsider it. If, after
such reconsideration, two-thirds of the members present
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with
the objections to the other house, by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of
the members present it shall become a law. But in all such
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cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas
and nays, and the names of the members voting for or
againstthe bill shall be entered on the journal of each
house respectivelyif any bill shall not be returned by the
governorwithin six days (Sundays excepted) after it shall
have been presented to him, the same shall be a law unless
the legislature shall, by their adjournment, prevent its
return, in which case it shall not be a 1aj4905 AJR-45;

1907 AJR-46; 1907 c. 651

Approval of bills. Ssction 10. [Original form] Every
bill which shall have passed the legislature shall, before it
becomesa law be presented to the governor; if he
approve he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with
his objections, to that house in which it shall have
originated,who shall enter the objections atgarupon
the journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such
reconsideratiortwo-thirds of the members present shall
agreeto pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the
objections,to the other house, by which it shall likewise
be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the
memberspresent, it shall become a lavBut in all such
cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas
and nays, and the names of the members voting for or
against the bill, shall be entered on the journal of each
house respectivelyif any bill shall not be returned by the
governor within three days (Sundays excepted) after it
shallhave been presented to him, the same shall be a law,
unlessthe legislature shall, by their adjournment, prevent
its return, in which case it shall not be a law.

ARTICLE VI.
ADMINISTRATIVE

Election of secetary of state, treasurer and attorney general; term. SecTioN 1. [As
amended April 1979he qualified electors of this state, at the times and places of choosing the

membersf the legislature, shall in 1970 and every 4 years thereafter elect a secretary of state,

treasureand attorney general who shall hold theficafs for 4 years. [1973JR-51; 1979 SJR-1]

Election of secetary of state, treasuer and
attorney-general; term. SectioN 1. [Original form]
There shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the state,
at the times and places of choosing the members of the

legislature, a secretary of state, treasurer and
attorney-general, who shall severally hold their offices for
the term of two years.

SecTioN Im. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979]

Secretary of state; 4-year termSecTioN 1m. [Created
April 1967] Notwithstanding section 1, beginning with
the general election in 1970 and every four years

thereafter, there shall be chosen a secretary of state to hold
office for a term of four years. [1965 AJR-4; 1967 AJR-9
and SJR-1p

SecTion 1n. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979]

Treasurer; 4-year term. ScTion 1n. [Created April
1967 Notwithstanding section 1, beginning with the
generalelection in 1970 and every four years thereafter

thereshall be chosen a treasurer to holiteffor a term of
four years. 1965 AJR-4; 1967 AJR-9 and SJR-12]

SecTION 1p. [Repealed. 1977 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1; vote April 1979]

Attorney general; 4-year term. &cTioN 1p. [Created
April 1967] Notwithstanding section 1, beginning with
the general election in 1970 and every four years

thereafter,there shall be chosen an attorney general to
hold office for a term of four years. [1965 AJR-4; 1967
AJR-9 and SJR-12

Secretary of state; duties, compensation.SecTioN 2. [As amended November 1946] The
secretaryof state shall keep a fair record of théiaél acts of the legislature and executive
departmenbf the state, and shall, when required, lay the same and all matters relative thereto
beforeeither branch of the legislature. He shall perform such other duties as shall be assigned
him by law He shall receive as a compensation for his services yearly such sum as shall be
providedby law and shall keep hisfiée at the seat of government. [1943 SJR-35; 1945 SJR-24]

Secretary of state. &cTion 2. [Original form] The
secretaryf state shall keep a fair record of th&adl acts
of the legislature and executive department of the state,
and shall, when required, lay the same and all matters
relative thereto, before either branch of the legislature. He

shall be ex dficio auditor and shall perform such other

duties as shall be assigned him by law. He shall receive as

a compensation for his services yeagych sum as shall

be provided by lawand shall keep his fife at the seat of
government.

Treasurer and attorney general; duties, compensationSecTion 3. The powers, duties and
compensatiomf the treasurer and attorney general shall be prescribed by law

County officers; election, terms, emoval; vacancies.SecTioN 4. [As amended April 1982]
(1) Sheriffs, coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys, and all other elected county officers
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exceptjudicial officers and chief executive fafers, shall be chosen by the electors of the
respective counties once in every 2 years.

(2) The ofices ofcoroner and surveyor in counties having a population of 500,000 or more are
abolished. Counties not having a population of 500,000 shall have the option of retaining the
elective office of coroner or instituting a medical examiner system. Two or more counties may
institutea joint medical examiner system.

(3) Sherifs shall hold no other 6€e. Sherifs may be required by law to renew their security
from time to time, and in default of giving such new security théic@ghall be deemed vacant.

(4) The governor may remove any elected county officer mentioned in this section, giving to
the officer a copy of the charges and an opportunity of being heard.

(5) All vacancies in the dites of sherif, coronerregister of deeds or district attorney shall be
filled by appointment. The person appointed to fill a vacancy shall hfitet @inly for the
unexpiredportion of the term to which appointed and until a successor shall be elected and

qualified. [L979 AJR-99; 1981 AJRF7

County officers; election, terms, emoval;
vacancies.SEcTION 4. [As amended April 1972] Sheriffs,
coronersyregister of deeds, district attorneys, and all other
county officers except judicial dicers and chief
executiveofficers, shall be chosen by the electors of the
respectivecounties once in every two years. Thécef
of coroner and surveyor in counties having a population
of 500,000 or more are abolished. Counties not having a
populationof 500,000 shall have the option of retaining
the elective dfce of coroner or instituting a medical
examinersystem. Wo or more counties may institute a
joint medical examiner system. Shesifshall hold no
other office; they may be required by law to renew their
security from time to time, and in default of giving such
new security their dice shall be deemed vacant, but the
county shall never be made responsible for the acts of the
sheriff. The governor may remove anyfioér in this
sectionmentioned, giving to such a copy of the cjear
againsthim and an opportunity of being heard in his
defense. All vacancies shall be filled by appointment, and
the person appointed to fill a vacancy shall hold only for
the unexpired portion of the term to which he shall be
appointedand until his successor shall be elected and
qualified. 1969 SJR-63; 1971 SIRI38

County officers; election, terms, emoval;
vacancies.SECTION 4. [As amended April 1967] Sheriffs,
coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys, and all
other county oficers except judicial dfcers and chief
executiveofficers, shall be chosen by the electors of the
respectivecounties once in every two years. Thécef
of coroner and surveyor in counties having a population
of 500,000 or more are abolished at the conclusion of the
termsof office during which this amendment is adopted.
Sherifs shall hold no other fi€e; they may be required
by law to renew their security from time to time, and in
default of giving such new security theirfife shall be
deemedvacant, but the county shall never be made
responsiblefor the acts of the shefif The governor may
remove any oficer in this section mentioned, giving to
such a copy of the charges against him and an opportunity
of being heard in his defense. All vacancies shall be filled
by appointment, and the person appointed to fill a
vacancyshall hold only for the unexpired portion of the
term to which he shall be appointed and until his
successoshall be elected and qualified. [1965 AJR-72;
1967 SIRJ

County officers; election, terms, emoval;
vacancies.SECTION 4. [As amended April 1965] Sheriffs,
coronersregister of deeds, district attorneys, and all other
county officers except judicial dicers and chief
executiveofficers, shall be chosen by the electors of the
respectivecounties once in every two years. Thécek
of coroner and surveyor in counties having a population
of 500,000 or more are abolished at the conclusion of the
termsof office during which this amendment is adopted.
Sheriffs shall hold no other fite, and shall not serve
more than two terms or parts thereof in succession; they
may be required by law to renew their security from time

to time, and in default of giving such new security their
office shall be deemed vacant, but the county shall never
be made responsible for the acts of the sherifThe
governor may remove any f&€er in this section
mentioned,giving to such a copy of the clyas against
him and an opportunity of being heard in his defense. All
vacanciesshall be filled by appointment, and the person
appointed to fill a vacancy shall hold only for the
unexpired portion of the term to which he shall be
appointedand until his successor shall be elected and
qualified. [1963 AJR-14; 1965 SIRIL7

County officers; election, terms, emoval;
vacancies. SEcTioN 4. [As amended November 1962]
Sheriffs, coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys,
and all other county dicers except judicial dicers and
chief executive dfcers, shall be chosen by the electors of
the respective counties once in every two years. Sheriffs
shall hold no other dice, and shall not serve more than
two terms or parts thereof in succession; they may be
requiredby law to renew their security from time to time,
and in default of giving such new security theirfioé
shall be deemed vacant, but the county shall never be
maderesponsible for the acts of the shferifthe governor
may removeany oficer in this section mentioned, giving
to such a copy of the clges against him and an
opportunity of being heard in his defense. All vacancies
shall be filled by appointment, and the person appointed
to fill a vacancy shall hold only for the unexpired portion
of the term to which he shall be appointed and until his
successoshall be elected and qualified. [1959 AJR-121;
1961 AJR-6]L

County officers; election, terms, emoval;
vacancies.SECTION 4. [As amended April 1929] Sheriffs,
coroners, registers of deeds, district attorneys, and all
other county dfcers except judicial dicers, shall be
chosenby the electors of the respective counties once in
everytwo years. Sheff§ shall hold no other fi€e, and
shall not serve more than two terms or parts thereof in
successionthey may be required by law to renew their
securityfrom time to time, and in default of giving such
new security their dice shall be deemed vacant, but the
countyshall never be made responsible for the acts of the
sheriff. The governor may remove anyfioér in this
sectionmentioned, giving to such a copy of the desr
againsthim and an opportunity of being heard in his
defense. All vacancies shall be filled by appointment, and
the person appointed to fill a vacancy shall hold only for
the unexpired portion of the term to which he shall be
appointedand until his successor shall be elected and
qualified. 1927 AJR-8; 1929 AJR}8

County officers. EcTion 4. [As amended November
1882 Sherifs, coroners, registers of deeds, district
attorneys,and all other county fi€ers, except judicial
officers shall be chosen by the electors of the respective
counties,once in every two years. Shésifhall hold no
other office and be ineligible for two years next
succeedinghe termination of their étes; they may be
requiredby law to renew their security from time to time,
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and in default of giving such new security theirfioé
shall be deemed vacant, but the county shall never be
maderesponsible for the acts of the shferifthe governor
may removeany oficer in this section mentioned, giving
to such a copy of the clges against him and an
opportunity of being heard in his defense. All vacancies
shallbe filled by appointment and the person appointed to
fill a vacancy shall hold only for the unexpired portion of
the term to which he shall be appointed, and until his
successoshall be elected and qualified. [1881 AJR-16;
1882 SJR-20; 1882 c. 2P0

County officers. ScTion 4. [Original form] Sherifs,
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coronersyegisters of deeds and district attorneys shall be
chosenby the electors of the respective counties, once in
every two years, and as often as vacancies shall happen;
sheriffs shall hold no other fite, and be ineligible for
two years next succeeding the termination of thdices.
They may be required by law, to renew their security from
time to time; and in default of giving such new security
their offices shall be deemed vacant. But the county shall
never be made responsible for the acts of the §hditife
governor may remove any f&€er in this section
mentioned,giving to such dfcer a copy of the chages
againsthim, and an opportunity of being heard in his
defence.

ARTICLE VII.
JuDICIARY

Impeachment; trial.

SecTion 1. [As amended November 1932] The court for the trial of
impeachmentsshall be composed of the senate.

The assembly shall have the power of

impeachingall civil officers of this state for corrupt conduct infio#, or for crimes and

misdemeanordgyut a majority of all the members elected shall concur in an impeachment. On the
trial of an impeachment against the govertiwe lieutenant governor shall not act as a member of
the court. No judicial officer shall exercise his office, after he shall have been impeached, until
his acquittal. Before the trial of an impeachment the members of the court shall take an oath or
affirmation truly and impartially to try the impeachment according to evidence; and no person
shallbe convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. Judgment in
casesof impeachment shall not extend further than to removal frdiwepfor removal from

office and disqualification to hold anyfafe of honor profit or trust under the state; but the party

impeached shall be liable to indictment, trial and punishment according td #20. $JR-103;

1931 SJR-B

Impeachments. Section 1. [Original form] The court
for the trial of impeachments shall be composed of the
senate. The house of representatives shall have the power
of impeaching all civil dicers of this state, for corrupt
conductin office, or for crimes and misdemeanors; but a
majority of all the members elected shall concur in an
impeachmentOn the trial of an impeachment against the
governor, the lieutenant governor shall not act as a
member of the court. No judicial officer shall exercise his
office, after he shall have been impeached, until his

membersof the court shall take an oath ofirhation,
truly and impartially to try the impeachment according to
evidandeno person shall be convicted without the

concurrence of two-thirds of the members present.

Judgmentases of impeachment shall not extend
further than to removal from &te, or removal from
office and disqualification to hold any fafe of honor
profit or trust under the state; but the party impeached

shl liable to indictment, trial and punishment
according to law.

acquittal. Before the trial ofan impeachment, the

Court system. SecTion 2. [As amended April 19T The judicial power of this state shall be
vestedin a unified court system consisting of one supreme court, a court of appeals, a circuit
court,such trial courts of general uniform statewide jurisdiction as the legislature may create by
law, and a municipal court if authorized by the legislature under section 14. [1975 AJR-11; 1977

SJR-9

Judicial power, where vestedSzcTion 2. [As amended
April 1966] The judicial power of this state, both as to
mattersof law and equityshall be vested in a supreme
court, circuit courts, and courts of probate. The
legislature may also vest such jurisdiction as shall be
deemedhecessary in municipal courts, and may authorize
the establishment of inferior courts in the several
counties,cities, villages or towns, with limited civil and
criminal jurisdiction.  Provided, that the jurisdiction
which may be vested in municipal courts shall not exceed
in their respective municipalities that of circuit courts in
their respective circuits as prescribed in this constitution;
and that the legislature shall provide as well for the
electionof judges of the municipal courts as of the judges
of inferior courts, by the qualified electors of the
respectivgurisdictions. The term of 6€e of the judges
of the said municipal and inferior courts shall not be
longerthan that of the judges of the circuit courts. [1963
SJR-32; 1965 SJR-P6

Judicial power, where vested. &cTion 2. [Original
form] The judicial power of this state, both as to matters of
law and equityshall be vested in a supreme court, circuit
courts, courts of probate, and in justices of the peace. The
legislature may also vest such jurisdiction as shall be
deemed necessary in municipal courts, and shall have
powerto establish inferior courts in the several counties,
with limited civil and criminal jurisdiction. Provided,
that the jurisdiction which may be vested in municipal
courts shall not exceed in their respective municipalities
that of circuit courts in their respective circuits as
prescribedin this constitution; and that the legislature
shall provide as well for the election of judges of the
municipalcourts as of the judges of inferior courts, by the
qualified electors of the respective jurisdictions. The term
of office of the judges of the said municipal and inferior
courts shall not be longer than that of the judges of the
circuit courts.

Supremecourt: jurisdiction. SecTion 3. [As amended April 1977] (Ihe supreme court
shallhave superintending and administrative authority over all courts.

(2) The supreme court has appellate jurisdiction over all courts and may hear original actions
andproceedings. The supreme court may issue all writs necessary in aid of its jurisdiction.
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(3) The supreme court may review judgments and orders of the court of appeals, may remove
casedrom the court of appeals and may accept cases on certification by the court of appeals.
[1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9

Supreme court, jurisdiction. SecTtion 3. [Original generalsuperintending control over all inferior courts; it
form] The supreme court, except in cases otherwise shall have power to issue writs of habeas corpus,
provided in this constitution, shall have appellate mandamus, injunctiorguo warranto, certiorari, and other
jurisdiction only, which shall be coextensive with the original and remedial writs, and to hear and determine the

state;but in no case removed to the supreme court shalla same.
trial by jury be allowed. The supreme court shall have a

Supreme court: election, chief justice, court system administration. SEcTioN 4. [As
amendedipril 1977] (1) The supreme court shall have 7 members who shall be known as justices
of thesupreme court. Justices shall be elected for 10-year ternficefafmmencing with the
August1 next succeeding the election. Only one justice magldxted in any yearAny 4
justicesshall constitute a quorum for the conduct of the celmti'siness.

(2) The justice having been longest a continuous member of said court, or in case 2 or more
suchjustices shall have served for the same length of time, the justice whose term first expires,
shallbe the chief justice. The justice so designated as chief justicermagcably, decline to
serve as chief justice or resign as chief justice but continue to serve as a justice of the supreme
court.

(3) The chief justice of the supreme court shall be the administrative head of the judicial system
andshall exercise this administrative authority pursuant to procedures adopted by the supreme
court. The chief justice may assign any judge of a court of record to aid in the proper disposition
of judicial business in any court of record except the supreme court. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9

Supreme court justices; term; election; quorum. respectively for terms ending two and four years
SecTIoN 1 [4]. [As amended April 1903] The chief justice respectivelyafter the end of the term of the justice of the
and associate justices of the supreme court shall be said court, then last to expire. And thereafter the chief
severallyknown as the justices of said court, with the  justice and associate justices of the said court shall be
same terms of &ite of ten years respectively as now electedand hold their dfces respectively for the term of
provided. The supreme court shall consist of seven  ten years.1876 SIR-16; 1877 SJR-2; 1877 c. 48]
Justices,any four of whom shall be a quorum, to be elected . "
as now provided, not more than one each year. The justice ~ Supreme court, how constitutedS=cTion 4. [Original
having been longest a continuous member of said court, or  form] For the term of five years, and thereafter until the
in case two or more such senior justices shall have served legislature shall otherwise provide, the judges of the
for the same length of time, then the one whose severalcircuit courts, shall be judges of the supreme

commissionfirst expires shall be ex fidio, the chief court, four of whom shall constitute a quorum, and the
justice. 1901 AJR-33; 1903 AJR-5; 1903 c]10 concurrenceof a majority of the judges present shall be
Supreme court, how constituted. $cTion 1 [4]. [As necessaryo a decision. The legislature shall have power

amendedApril 1889] The chief justice and associate if they should think it expedient and necessary to provide
justicesof the supreme court shall be severally known as by law, for the oganization of a separate supreme court,
justices of said court with the same terms’ officd, with the jurisdiction and powers prescribed in this
respectively,as now provided. The supreme court shall ~ constitution, to consist of one chief justice, and two
consistof five justices (any three of whom shall be a associate justices, to be elected by the qualified electors of
quorum), to be elected as now provided. The justice  the state, at such time and in such manner as the legislature
havingbeen longest a continuous member of the court (or may provide. The separate supreme court when so
in case two or more of such senior justices having served organized,shall not be changed or discontinued by the
for the same length of time, then the one whose legislature;the judges thereof shall be so classified that

commissionfirst expires), shall be ex fafio the chief but one of them shall go out offafe at the same time; and
justice. L1887 SJR-19; 1889 AJR-7; 1889 c. 22] their term of office shall be the same as is provided for the
Supreme court, how constituted. %cTion 4. [As judgesof the circuit court. And whenever the legislature

amended November 1877] The supreme court shall ~ may consider it necessary to establish a separate supreme
consistof one chief justice and four associate justices, to  court, they shall have power to reduce the number of
be elected by the qualified electors of the state. The  circuit court judges to fourand subdivide the judicial
legislatureshall at its first session after the adoption of circuits, but no such subdivision or reduction shall take
this amendment provide by law for the election of two effectuntil after the expiration of the term of some one of

associatejustices of said court to hold their fioks said judges, or till a vacancy occur by some other means.
SecTion 5. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977
Judicial circuits. SEcTION 5. [Original form] The state Fonddu Lac, Whnebago and Calumet; and the fifth

shall be divided into five judicial circuits, to be composed circuit shall comprise the counties of lowa, LaFayette,
as follows: The first circuit shall comprise the counties of Grant, Crawford and St. Croix; and the county of Richland

Racine, Walworth, Rock and Green; the second circuit, the Ishattached to lowa, the county of Chippewa to the
countiesof Milwaukee, Wukesha, Jédrson and Dane; county of Crawford, and the county of La Pointe to the
the third circuit, the counties of aghington, Dodge, county of St. Croix, for judicial purposes, until otherwise

Columbia, Marquette, Sauk and Portage; the fourth provided by the legislature.
circuit, the counties of Brown, Manitowoc, Sheboygan,

Court of appeals. SEcTion 5. [Created April 197F(1) The legislature shall by law combine
the judicial circuits of the state into one or more districts for the court of appeals and shall
designaten each district the locations where the appeals court shall sit for the convenience of
litigants.
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(2) For each district of the appeals court there shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the
district one or more appeals judges as prescribed byvidw shall sit as prescribed by law
Appealsjudges shall be elected for 6-year terms and shall reside in the district from which
elected. No alteration of district or circuit boundaries shall have feetef removing an
appealgudge from ofice during the judgs’term. In case of an increase in the number of appeals
judges the first judge or judges shall be elected for full terms unless the legislature prescribes a
shorterinitial term for staggering of terms.

(3) The appeals court shall have such appellate jurisdiction in the district, including
jurisdictionto review administrative proceedings, as the legislature may provide tyutestall
have no original jurisdiction other than by prerogative writ. The appeals court may issue all writs
necessaryn aid of its jurisdiction and shall have supervisory authority over all actions and
proceedings in the courts in the distrid9y5 AJR-11; 1977 SIJR-9

Circuit court: boundaries. SecTioN 6. [As amended April 1977] The legislature shall
prescribeby law the number of judicial circuits, making them as compact and convenient as
practicableand bounding them by county lines. No alteration of circuit boundaries shall have
the efect of removing a circuit judge fromfafe during the judge’term. In case of an increase

of circuits, the first judge or judges shall be elected. [1975 AJR-11; 1977]SJR-9

Alteration of circuits. SEcTION 6. [Original form] The
legislaturemay alter the limits or increase the number of
circuits, making them as compact and convenient as
practicable,and bounding them by county lines; but no
suchalteration or increase shall have thieef to remove

ajudge from ofice. In case of an increase of circuits, the
judge or judges shall be elected as provided in this
constitution and receive a salary of not less than that
herein provided for judges of the circuit court.

Circuit court: election. SecTion 7. [As amended April 197 For each circuit there shall be
choserby the qualified electors thereof one or more circuit judges as prescribed b@ilawit
judges shall be elected for 6-year terms and shall resitie circuit from which elected. [1975

AJR-11; 1977 SJIR}9

Circuit judges; election, eligibility term, salary.
SECTION 7. [As amended November 19Fbr each circuit
thereshall be chosen by the qualified electors thereof one
circuit judge, except that in any circuit in which there is a
county that had a population in excess of eighty-five
thousand, according to the last state or United States
censusthe legislature mayfrom time to time, authorize
additional circuit judges to be chosen. Every circuit judge
shall reside in the circuit from which he is elected, and
shall hold his ofice for such term and receive such
compensation as the legislature shall prescribe. [1921
SJR-24; 1923 SJR-27; 1923 c. 408

Circuit judges, election.SecTion 7. [As amended April
1897 For each circuit there shall be chosen by the
qualified electors thereof, one circuit judge, except that in
any circuit composed of one county onhyhich county
shall contain a population, according to the last state or
United States census, of one hundred thousand
inhabitantsor over the legislature may from time to time
authorizeadditional circuit judges to be chosen. Every

Circuit court: jurisdiction.

circuit judge shall reside in the circuit from which he is
electedand shall hold his &ite for such term and receive
such compensation as the legislature shall prescribe.
[1895 SJR-9; 1897 SJR-10; 1897 c] 69

Circuit judges, election. 8cTion 7. [Original form]
For each circuit there shall be a judge chosen by the
qualified electors therein, who shall hold hidicé as is
providedin this constitution, and until his successor shall
be chosen and qualified; and after he shall have been
elected,he shall reside in the circuit for which he was
elected. One of said judges shall be designated as chief
justice in such manner as the legislature shall provide.
And thelegislature shall at its first session provide by law
as well for the election of, as for classifying the judges of
the circuit court to be elected under this constitution, in
suchmanner that one of said judges shall go out fifef
in two years, one in three years, one in four years, one in
five years and one in six years, and thereafter the judge
elected to fill the office shall hold the same for six years.

SecTioN 8. [As amended April 1977] Except as otherwise

providedby law the circuit court shall have original jurisdiction in all matters civil and criminal

within this state and such appellate jurisdiction in the circuit as the legislature may prescribe by

law. The circuit court may issue all writs necessary in aid of its jurisdidtié@s AJR-11; 1977

SJR-9

Circuit court, jurisdiction. SecTion 8. [Original form]
The circuit courts shall have original jurisdiction in all
matterscivil and criminal within this state, not excepted
in this constitution, and not hereafter prohibited by law;
and appellate jurisdiction from all inferior courts and
tribunals,and a supervisory control over the same. They

shall also have the power to issue writs of habeas corpus,
mandamus,injunction, quo warranto, certiorari, and all
other writs necessary to carry intofeft their orders,
judgmentsand decrees, and give them a general control
over inferior courts and jurisdictions.

Judicial elections, vacanciesSecTioN 9. [As amended April 1977] When a vacancy occurs in
the ofice of justice of the supreme court or judge of any court of record, the vacancy shall be
filled by appointment by the governavhich shall continue until a successor is elected and
qualified. There shall be no election for a justice or judge at the partisan general election for state
or county oficers, nor within 30 days either before or after such election. [1975 AJR-11; 1977
SJR-9
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Vacancies; judicial electionsSecTion 9. [As amended
April 1953 When a vacancy shall happen in théoef of
judge of the supreme or circuit courts, such vacancy shall
be filled by an appointment of the goverpevhich shall
continue until a successor is elected and qualified; and a
supreme court justice when so elected shall hold his office
for a term of 10 years and a circuit judge when so elected
shall hold his ofice for such term as the legislature
prescribesfor circuit judges elected under section seven
of this article. There shall be no election for a judge or
judgesat any general election for state or county officers,
nor within 30 days either before or after such election.
[1951 SJR-3; 1953 SJR-5
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Vacancies; judicial elections. ScTion 9. [Original
form] When a vacancy shall happen in thiécefof judge
of the supreme or circuit courts, such vacancy shall be
filled by an appointment of the governavhich shall
continue until a successor is elected and qualified; and

vethected such successor shall hold hiicefthe

residueof the unexpired term. There shall be no election
for a judge or judges at any general election for state or
county officers, nor within thirty days either before or
after such election.

Judges: eligibility to office. Section 10. [As amended April 1977] (1) No justice of the
supremecourt or judge of any court of record shall hold any othiézeobf public trust, except a
judicial office, during the term for which elected. No person shall be eligible to fice of
judge who shall not, at the time of election or appointment, be a qualified elector within the

jurisdiction for which chosen.

(2) Justices of the supreme court and judges of the courts of record shall receive such
compensation as the legislature may authorize by law, but may not receive fees ofl&ffie. [

AJR-11; 1977 SJIR}9

Compensationand qualifications of judges. &cTioN
10. [As amended November 1912] Each of the judges of
the supreme and circuit courts shall receive a salary
payableat such time as the legislature shall fix, of not less
than one thousand five hundred dollars annually; they
shallreceive no fees of fife, or other compensation than
their salary; they shall hold no fafe of public trust,
except a judicial office, during the term for which they are
respectivelyelected, and all votes for either of them for
any office, except a judicial ite, given by the
legislature or the people, shall be void. No person shall be
eligible to the ofice of judge who shall not, at the time of
his election, be a citizen of the United States and have
attainedthe age of twenty-five years, and be a qualified
elector within the jurisdiction for which he may be
chosen. 1909 AJR-36; 1911 AJR-26; 1911 c. $65

Compensationand qualifications of judges. cTion
10.[Original form] Each of the judges of the supreme and
circuit courts shall receive a salapayable quarter)yof
not less than one thousand five hundred dollars annually;
they shall receive no fees offafe, or other compensation
than their salaries; they shall hold no office of public trust,
except a judicial office, during the term for which they are
respectivelyelected, and all votes for either of them for
any office, except a judicial {ite, given by the
legislature or the people, shall be void. No person shall be
eligible to the office of judge, who shall not, at the time of
his election, be a citizen of the United States, and have
attainedthe age of twenty-five years, and be a qualified
elector within the jurisdiction for which he may be
chosen.

SecTion 11. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977

Terms of courts; change of judges. &Tion 11.
[Original form] The supreme court shall hold at least one
term annually at the seat of government of the state, at
such time as shall be provided by law. And the legislature
may provide for holding other terms and at other places

when they may deem it necessary. A circuit court shall be
heldat least twice in each year in each county of this state
organizedfor judicial purposes. The judges of the circuit

court may hold courts for each other, and shall do so when
required by law.

Disciplinary proceedings. SecTion 11. [Created April 1977] Each justice or judge shall be
subjectto reprimand, censure, suspension, removal for cause or for disddyilitye supreme

court pursuant to procedures establishgthe legislature by lawNo justice or judge removed

for cause shall be eligible for reappointment or temporary service. This section is alternative to,
andcumulative with, the methods of removal provided in sections 1 and 13 of this article and
section 12 of article XIII. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9

Clerks of circuit and supreme courts.SecTion12. [As amended November 1882] There shall
be a clerk of the circuit court chosen in each countanized for judicial purposes by the
gualified electors thereof, who shall hold hisioé¢ for two years, subject to removal as shall be
providedby law; in case of a vacandie judge of the circuit court shall have power to appoint a
clerkuntil the vacancy shall be filled by an election; the clerk thus elected or appointed shall give
suchsecurity as the legislature may require. The supreme court shall appoint its own clerk, and a
clerk of the circuit court may be appointed a clerk of the supreme court. [1881 AJR-16; 1882
SJR-20; 1882 c. 290

Clerks of courts. ScTioN 12. [Original form] There
shallbe a clerk of the circuit court chosen in each county
organizedfor judicial purposes, by the qualified electors
thereof,who shall hold his dice for two years, subject to

appointa clerk until the vacancy shall be filled by an

electiime clerk thus elected or appointed shall give
such security as the legislature may require; and when
electedshall hold his dfce for a full term. The supreme
removal,as shall be provided by lawin case of a vacancy courtshall appoint its own clerk, and the clerk of a circuit
the judge of the circuit court shall have the power to  court may be appointed clerk of the supreme court.

Justicesand judges: emovalby address. SecTion 13. [As amended April 1977] Any justice
or judge may be removed fromfiok by address of both houses of the legislature, if two-thirds of
all the members elected to each house concur therein, but no removal shall be made by virtue of

—
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this section unless the justice or judge complained of is served with a copy of thesclzesrthe
groundof address, and has had an opportunity of being heard. On the question of removal, the
ayes and noes shall be entered on the jourri@g5[AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9

Removal of judges. &cTion 13. [As amended April Removal of judges. ScTion 13. [Original form] Any
1974 Any judge of the supreme, circuit, county or judge of the supreme or circuit court may be removed
municipalcourt may be removed fromfise by address of from fife by address of both houses of the legislature, if
both houses of the legislature, if two-thirds of all the two-thirds of all the members elected to each house

memberselected to each house concur therein, but no
removalshall be made by virtue of this section unless the
judgecomplained of shall have been served with a copy of
the chages against him, as the ground of address, and
shall have had an opportunity of being heard in his

concurtherein, but no removal shall be made by virtue of
dbition unless the judge complained of shall have
beenserved with a copy of the charges against him, as the
ground of address, and shall have had an opportunity of
being heard in his defense. On the question of removal,

defense. On the question of removal, the ayes and noes the ayes and noes shall be entered on the journals.

Zi}z'a:il Sbée entered on the journals. [1971 AJR-31; 1973

Municipal court. Section14. [As amended April 1977] The legislature by law may authorize
eachcity, village and town to establish a municipal court. All municipal courts shall have
uniform jurisdiction limited to actions and proceedings arising under ordinances of the
municipality in which established. Judges of municipal courts may receive such compensation
asprovided by the municipality in which established, but may not receive feeficef 975

AJR-11; 1977 SJR}9

Judges of probate SecTion 14. [Original form] There
shall be chosen in each countyy the qualified electors
thereof,a judge of probate, who shall hold higia# for
two years and until his successor shall be elected and
qualified, and whose jurisdiction, powers and duties shall

be prescribed by law Provided, howeverthat the
legislatureshall have power to abolish thefioé of judge

of probate in any countyand to confer probate powers
upon such inferior courts as may be established in said
county.

SecTion 15. [Repealed. 1963 SJR-32; 1965 SJIR-26; vote April]1966

Justicesof the peace. 8cTioN 15. [As amended April
1949 The electors of the several towns at their annual
town meeting, and the electors of cities and villages at
their charter elections except in cities of the first class,
shall, in such manner as the legislature may direct, elect
justicesof the peace, whose term offiogé shall be for 2
yearsand until their successors infioé shall be elected
and qualified. In case of an election to fill a vacancy
occurring before the expiration of a full term, the justice
electedshall hold for the residue of the unexpired term.
Their numberand classification shall be regulated by.law
And the tenure of 2 years shall in no wise interfere with the
classification in the first instance. The justices thus
electedshall have such civil and criminal jurisdiction as
shall be prescribed by law. [1943 SJR-9; 1945 SJR-6

Justices of the peaceS=cTion 15. [Original form] The
electors of the several towns, at their annual town
meeting, and the electors of cities and villages, at their
charterelections, shall in such manner as the legislature
may direct, elect justices of the peace, whose term of
office shall be for two years, and until their successors in
office shall be elected and qualified. In case of an election
to fill a vacancy occurring before the expiration of a full
term, the justice elected shall hold for the residue of the
unexpiredterm. Their number and classification shall be
regulated by law And the tenure of two years shall in no
wise interfere with the classification in the first instance.
The justices, thus elected, shall have such civil and
criminal jurisdiction as shall be prescribed by law.

SEcTION 16. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977

Tribunals of conciliation. SecTion 16. [Original form]
The legislature shall pass laws for the regulation of
tribunals of conciliation, defining their powers and
duties. Such tribunals may be established in and for any

township, and shall have power to render judgment to be
obligatory on the parties when they shall voluntarily
submittheir matter in dference to arbitration, and agree
to abide the judgment or assent thereto in writing.

SecTion 17. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977

Style of writs; indictments. Section 17. [Original
form] The style of all writs and process shall be, “The state
of Wisconsin;” all criminal prosecutions shall be carried

on in the name and by the authority of the same, and all
indictmentsshall conclude against the peace and dignity
of the state.

SecTioN 18. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977

Suit tax. SEcTion 18. [Original form] The legislature
shall impose a tax on all civil suits commenced or
prosecutedin the municipal, inferior or circuit courts,

which shall constitute a fund to be applied toward the
payment of the salary of judges.

SecTIoN 19. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April[L977

Testimony in equity suits; master in chancery
SecTioN 19. [Original form] The testimony in causes in

equity shall be taken in like manner as in cases atamad
the office of master in chancery is hereby prohibited.

SecTion 20. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April[L19&& Art. |, sec. 21.

Rights of suitors. ScTion 20. [Original form] Any
suitor, in any court of this state, shall have the right to

prosecuteor defend his suit either in his own proper
person, or by an attorney or agent of his choice.

SecTion 21. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 19€e Art. IV, sec. 17.

Publication of laws and decisions. &Tion 21.
[Original form] The legislature shall provide by law for
the speedy publication of all statute laws, and of such

judicial decisions, made within the state, as may be
deemedexpedient. And no general law shall be in force
until published.

SecTioN 22. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977

Commissionersto revise code of practice. E&TION
22. [Original form] The legislature, at its first session

after the adoption of this constitution, shall provide for
the appointment of three commissioners, whose duty it
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shall be to inquire into, revise and simplify the rules of
practice,pleadings, forms and proceedings, and arrange a
systemadapted to the courts of record of this state, and
report the same to the legislature, subject to their
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modification and adoption; and such commission shall
terminate upon the rendering of the report, unless
otherwise provided by law.

SecTion 23. [Repealed. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9; vote April 1977

Court commissioners. 8cTioN 23. [Original form]
Thelegislature may provide for the appointment of one or
more persons in each ganized countyand may vest in

such persons such judicial powers as shall be prescribed
by law Provided, that said power shall not exceed that of a
judge of a circuit court at chambers.

Justices and judges: eligibility for office; etirement. SecTion 24. [As amended April 1977]
(1) To be eligible for the dite of supreme court justice or judge of any court of record, a person
mustbe an attorney licensed to practice law in this state and have been so licensed for 5 years
immediately prior to election or appointment.

(2) Unless assigned temporary service under subsection (3), no person may serve as a supreme
courtjustice or judge of a court of record beyond the July 31 following the date on which such
person attains that age, of not less than 70 years, which the legislature shall prescribe by law

(3) A person who haserved as a supreme court justice or judge of a court of recordsnay
providedby law serve as a judge of any court of record except the supreme court on a temporary

basisif assigned by the chief justice of the supreme court. [1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9

Retirement and eligibility for office of justices and
circuit judges. SecTion 24. [As amended April 1968] No
personseventy years of age or over may takiicefas a
supremecourt justice or circuit judge. No person may
take or hold such dice unless he is licensed to practice
law in this state and has been so licensed for five years
immediately prior to his election or appointment. No
supremecourt justice or circuit judge may serve beyond
the July 3l following the date on which he attains the age
of seventy A person who has served eight or more years
as a supreme court justice or circuit judge may serve
temporarily, on appointment by the chief justice of the
supremecourt or by any associate justice designated by
the supreme court, as a judge of a circuit court, under such
generallaws as the legislature may enact. [1965 SJR-36;
1967 SJIR-96

Retirement and eligibility for office of justices and
circuit judges. cTioN 24. [CreatedApril 1955] No
personseventy years of age or over may takiicefas a
supreme court justice or circuit judge. No person may take
or hold such dfce unless he is licensed to practice law in
this state and has been so licensed for five years
immediately prior to his election or appointment. No
supremecourt justice or circuit judge may serve beyond
the enddf the month in which he attains the age of seventy
but any such justice or judge may complete the term in
which he is serving or to which he has been elected when
this section takes &ct. Any person retired under the
provisionsof this section mayat the request of the chief
Justiceof the supreme court, serve temporarily as a circuit
judge and shall be compensated as the legislature
provides. This section shall take fett on July first
following the referendum at which it is approved. [1953
SJR-6; 1955 SJR-10

ARTICLE VIII .
FINANCE

Rule of taxation uniform; income, privilege and occupation taxesSecTtion 1. [As amended
April 1974] The rule of taxation shall be uniform but the legislature may empower cities, villages
or towns to collect and return taxes on real estate located therein by optional methods. Taxes
shallbe levied upon such property with such classifications as to forests and minerals including
or separate or severed from the land, as the legislature shall pres@xagio of agricultural
landand undeveloped land, both as defined by fe&d not be uniform with the taxation of each
other nor with the taxation of other real property.ax@tion of merchants’ stock-in-trade,
manufacturersmaterials and finished products, and livestock need not be uniform with the
taxationof real property and other personal propebiyt the taxation of all such merchants’
stock-in-trademanufacturers’ materials and finished products and livestock shall be uniform,
except that théegislature may provide that the value thereof shall be determined on an average
basis. fixes may also be imposed on incomes, privileges and occupations, which taxes may be
graduatedand progressive, and reasonable exemptions may be provided. [1971 AJR-2; 1973
AJR-1

Rule of taxation uniform; income, privilege and all such merchants’ stock-in-trade, manufacturers’

occupation taxes. &cTioN 1. [As amended April 1961]
The rule of taxation shall be uniform but the legislature
may empower cities, villages or towns to collect and
return taxes on real estate located therein by optional
methods. Taxes shall be levied upon such property with
suchclassifications as to forests and minerals including or
separateor severed from the land, as the legislature shall
prescribe.  Taxation of merchants’ stock-in-trade,
manufacturers’ materials and finished products, and
livestock need not be uniform with the taxation of real
propertyand other personal propertyut the taxation of

materialsand finished products and livestock shall be

uniform, except that the legislature may provide that the
value thereof shall be determined on an average basis.
Taxesmay also be imposed on incomes; privileges and
occupations, which taxes may be graduated and

progressiveand reasonable exemptions may be provided.
[1959 AJR-120; 1961 SIJRJ34

Rule of taxation uniform; income, privilege and
occupation taxes. &cTioN 1. [As amended April 1941].
The rule of taxation shall be uniform but the legislature
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may empower cities, villages or towns to collect and
return taxes on real estate located therein by optional
methods. Taxes shall be levied upon such property with
suchclassifications as to forests and minerals including or
separateor severed from the land, as the legislature shall
prescribe. Taxes may also be imposed on incomes,
privilegesand occupations, which taxes may be graduated
and progressive, and reasonable exemptions may be
provided. 1939 AJR-37; 1941 AJR-15

Rules of taxation; income taxes. &cTion 1. [As
amended April 1927] The rule of taxation shall be
uniform, and taxes shall be levied upon such property
with such classifications as to forests and minerals,
including or separate or severed from the land, as the
legislature shall prescribe.aXes may also be imposed on

Appropriations; limitation.
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incomes,privileges and occupations, which taxes may be
graduatedand progressive, and reasonable exemptions
may be provided.1925 AJR-51; 1927 AJR}-3

Uniform rule of taxation; income tax. SEcTION 1. [As
amendedNovember 1908] The rule of taxation shall be
uniform, and taxes shall be levied upon such property as
the legislature shall prescribeaxes may also be imposed
on incomes, privileges and occupations, which taxes may
be graduated and progressive, and reasonable exemptions
may be provided. [1905 AJR-12; 1907 SJR-19; 1907 c.
661

Uniform rule of taxation. SecTion 1. [Original form
The rule of taxation shall be uniform, and taxes shall be
levied upon such property as the legislature shall
prescribe.

SecTioN 2. [As amended November 1877] Money shall be

paidout of the treasury except in pursuance of an appropriation byjNaw&ppropriation shall be
madefor the payment of any claim against the state except claims of the United States and
judgmentspnless filed within six years after the claim accrued. [1876 SJR-14; 1877 SJR-5; 1877

c. 15§

Appropriations. SecTioN 2. [Original form] No
money shall be paid out of the treasurgxcept in
pursuance of an appropriation by law.

Credit of state. SecTion 3. [As amended April 1975] Except as provided in s. 7 (2) (a), the
credit of the state shall never be given, or loaned, in aid of any individual, association or

corporation. 1973 AJR-145; 1975 AJR-1
Credit of state. SEcTIon 3. [Original form] The credit

of the state shall never be given, or loaned, in aid of any

individual, association or corporation.

Contracting state debts.SecTion4. The state shall never contract any public debt except in

the cases and manner herein provided.

Annual tax levy to equal expensesSecTion 5. The legislature shall provide for an annual tax
sufficientto defray the estimated expenses of the state for each year; and whenever the expenses
of any year shall exceed the income, the legislature shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing
year, sufiicient, with other sources of income, to pay the deficiency as well as the estimated

expenses of such ensuing year.

Public debt for extraordinary expense; taxation. SEcTion 6. For the purpose of defraying
extraordinary expenditures the state may contract public debts (but such debts shall never in the
aggregatexceed one hundred thousand dollars). Every such debt shall be authorizedday law
somepurpose or purposes to be distinctly specified therein; and the vote of a majority of all the
memberslected to each house, to be taken by yeas and nays, shall be necessary to the passage of
suchlaw; and every such law shall provide for levying an annual tdicisut to pay the annual
interestof such debt and the principal within five years from the passage of such law, and shall
speciallyappropriate the proceeds of such taxes to the payment of such principal and interest;
andsuch appropriation shall not be repealed, nor the taxes be postponed or diminished, until the
principal and interest of such debt shall have been wholly paid.

Public debt for public defense; bonding for public purposesSecTion 7. [As amended April
1997 (1) The legislature may also borrow money to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or
defend the state in time of war; but the money thus raised shall be applied exclusively to the
objectfor which the loan was authorized, or to the repayment of the debt thereby created.

(2) Any other provision of this constitution to the contrary notwithstanding:
(a) The state may contract public debt and pledges to the payment thereof its full faith, credit

and taxing power:

1.To acquire, construct, develop, extend, eydar improve land, waters, propettighways,
railways,buildings, equipment or facilities for public purposes.

2. To make funds available for veterans’ housing loans.

(b) The aggregate public debt contracted by the state in any calendar year pursuant to
paragrapHh(a) shall not exceed an amount equal to the lesser of:

1. Three-fourths of one per centum of the aggregate value of all taxable property in the state; or
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2.Five per centum of the aggregate value of all taxable property in the state less the sum of: a.
the aggregate public debt of the state contracted pursuant to this section outstanding as of
Januaryl of such calendar year after subtracting therefrom the amount of sinking funds on hand
on January 1 of such calendar year which are applicable exclusively to repayment of such
outstandingpublic debt and, b. the outstanding indebtedness as of January 1 of such calendar
yearof any entity of the type described in paragraph (d) to the extent that such indebitedness
supportedoy or payable from payments out of the treasury of the state.

(c) The state may contract public debt, without limit, to fund or refund the whole or any part of
any public debt contracted pursuant to paragraph (a), including any premium payable with
respecthereto and any interest to accrue thereon, or to fund or refund the whole or any part of any
indebtednesmcurred prior to January 1, 1972, by any entity of the type described in paragraph
(d), including any premium payable with respect thereto and any interest to accrue thereon.

(d) No money shall be paid out of the treasuvith respect to any lease, sublease or other
agreemententered into after January 1, 1971, to thesdbhsin State Agencies Building
Corporation, Visconsin State Colleges Building Corporatioris¥énsin State Public Building
Corporation, Wisconsin University Building Corporation or any similar entity existing or
operatingfor similar purposes pursuant to which such nonprofit corporation or such other entity
undertakego finance or provide a facility for use or occupancy by the state or an agency
department or instrumentality thereof.

(e) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating to the contracting of public debt pursuant
to paragraph (a), including: the public purposes for which public debt may be contracted; by vote
of a majority of the members elected to each of the 2 houses of the legislature, the amount of
public debt which may be contracted for any class of such purposes; the public debt or other
indebtednes#hich may be funded or refunded; the kinds of notes, bonds or other evidence of
public debt which may be issued by the state; and the manner in which the aggregate value of all
taxableproperty in the state shall be determined.

(f) The full faith, credit and taxing power of the state are pledged to the payment of all public
debtcreated on behalf of the state pursuant to this section and the legislature shall provide by
appropriatiorfor the payment of the interest upon and instalments of principal of all such public
debt as the same falls due, but, in any event, suit may be brought against the state to compel such
payment.

(g) At any time after January 1, 1972, by vote of a majority of the members elected to each of
the2 houses of the legislature, the legislature may declare that agesimeexists and submit to
the people a proposal to authorize the state to contract a specific amount of public debt for a
purposespecified in such proposal, without regard to the limit provided in paragraph (b). Any
suchauthorization shall be fefctive if approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon.
Public debt contracted pursuant to such authorization shall thereafter be deemed to have been
contractegpursuant to paragraph (a), but neither such public debt nor any public debt contracted
to fund or refund such public debt shall be considered in computing the debt limit provided in
paragraphb). Not more than one such authorization shall be thus made in any 2-year period.
[1989 SJR-76; 1991 SIRJ30

Public debt for public defense; bonding for public
purposes. SecTioN 7. [As amended April 1975] (1) The
legislature may also borrow money to repel invasion,
suppressnsurrection, or defend the state in time of war;
but the money thus raised shall be applied exclusively to
the object for which the loan was authorized, or to the
repayment of the debt thereby created.

(2) Any other provision of this constitution to the
contrary notwithstanding:

(a) The state may contract public debt and pledges to
the payment thereof its full faith, credit and taxing power:

1. To acquire, construct, develop, extend, egdaor
improve land, waters, propertyhighways, buildings,
equipment or facilities for public purposes.

2. To make funds available for veterans’ housing loans.

(b) The aggregate public debt contracted by the state in
any calendar year pursuant to paragraph (a) shall not
exceed an amount equal to the lesser of:

1. Three-fourths of one per centum of the aggregate
value of all taxable property in the state; or

2. Five per centum of the aggregate value of all taxable
property in the state less the sum of: a. the aggregate
public debt of the state contracted pursuant to this section
outstandingas of January 1 of such calendar year after
subtracting therefrom the amount of sinking funds on
hand on January 1 of such calendar year which are
applicable exclusively to repayment of such outstanding
public debt and, b. the outstanding indebtedness as of
Januaryl of such calendar year of any entity of thetype
described in paragraph (d) to the extent that such
indebtednesss supported by or payable from payments
out of the treasury of the state.

(c) The state may contract public debt, without limit, to
fund or refund the whole or any part of any public debt
contracted pursuant to paragraph (a), including any
premiumpayable with respect thereto and any interest to
accruethereon, or to fund or refund the whole or any part
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of any indebtedness incurred prior to January 1, 1972, by
any entity of the type described in paragraph (d),

including any premium payable with respect thereto and
any interest to accrue thereon.

(d) No money shall be paid out of the treasumth
respectto any lease, sublease or other agreement entered
into after January 1, 1971, to the iddbnsin State
Agencies Building Corporation, Wéconsin State
Colleges Building Corporation, Wéconsin State Public
Building Corporation, W&consin University Building
Corporationor any similar entity existing or operating for
similar purposes pursuant to which such nonprofit
corporationor such other entity undertakes to finance or
provide a facility for use or occupancy by the state or an
agency, department or instrumentality thereof.

(e) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating to
the contracting of public debt pursuant to paragraph (a),
including: the public purposes for which public debt may
be contracted; by vote of a majority of the members
electedto each of the 2 houses of the legislature, the
amountof public debt which may be contracted for any
class of such purposes; the public debt or other
indebtednessvhich may be funded or refunded; the kinds
of notes, bonds or other evidence of public debt which
may be issued by the state; and the manner in which the
aggregate value of all taxable property in the state shall be
determined.

(f) The full faith, credit and taxing power of the state are
pledgedto the payment of all public debt created on behalf
of the state pursuant to this section and the legislature
shall provide by appropriation for the payment of the
interest upon and instalments of principal of all such
public debt as the same falls due, but, in any event, suit
may be brought against the state to compel such payment.

(g) At any time after January 1, 1972, by vote of a
majority of the members elected to each of the 2 houses of
the legislature, the legislature may declare that an
emergencyexists and submit to the people a proposal to
authorizethe state to contract a specific amount of public
debt for a purpose specified in such proposal, without
regardto the limit provided in paragraph (b). Any such
authorizationshall be dective if approved by a majority
of the electors voting thereon. Public debt contracted
pursuantto such authorization shall thereafter be deemed
to have been contracted pursuant to paragraph (a), but
neithersuch public debt nor any public debt contracted to
fund or refund such public debt shall be considered in
computingthe debt limit provided in paragraph (b). Not
more than one such authorization shall be thus made in
any 2-year period.1973 AJR-145; 1975 AJR-1

Public debt for public defense; bonding for public
purposes. SecTioN 7. [As amended April 1969] (1) The
legislature may also borrow money to repel invasion,
suppressnsurrection, or defend the state in time of war;
but the money thus raised shall be applied exclusively to
the object for which the loan was authorized, or to the
repayment of the debt thereby created.

(2) Any other provision of this constitution to the
contrary notwithstanding:

(a) The state may contract public debt and pledges to
the payment thereof its full faith, credit and taxing power
to acquire, construct, develop, extend, egdaor improve
land, waters, propertyhighways, buildings, equipment or
facilities for public purposes.

(b) The aggregate public debt contracted by the state in
any calendar year pursuant to paragraph (a) shall not
exceed an amount equal to the lesser of:

1. Three-fourths of one per centum of the aggregate
value of all taxable property in the state; or

2. Five per centum of the aggregate value of all taxable
property in the state less the sum of: a. the aggregate
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public debt of the state contracted pursuant to this section
outstandingas of January | of such calendar year after
subtracting therefrom the amount of sinking funds on
hand on January | of such calendar year which are
applicable exclusively to repayment of such outstanding
public debt and, b. the outstanding indebtedness as of
Januaryl of such calendar year of any entity of the type
described in paragraph (d) to the extent that such
indebtednesss supported by or payable from payments
out of the treasury of the state.

(c) The state may contract public debt, without limit, to
fund or refund the whole or any part of any public debt
contracted pursuant to paragraph (a), including any
premiumpayable with respect thereto and any interest to
accruethereon, or to fund or refund the whole or any part
of any indebtedness incurred prior to January 1, 1972, by
any entity of the type described in paragraph (d),
including any premium payable with respect thereto and
any interest to accrue thereon.

(d) No money shall be paid out of the treasumth
respectto any lease, sublease or other agreement entered
into after January 1, 1971, to the isdbnsin State
Agencies Building Corporation, Wéconsin State
Colleges Building Corporation, Wconsin State Public
Building Corporation, Wsconsin University Building
Corporationor any similar entity existing or operating for
similar purposes pursuant to which such nonprofit
corporationor such other entity undertakes to finance or
provide a facility for use or occupancy by the state or an
agency, department or instrumentality thereof.

(e) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating to
the contracting of public debt pursuant to paragraph (a),
including: the public purposes for which public debt may
be contracted; by vote of a majority of the members
electedto each of the 2 houses of the legislature, the
amountof public debt which may be contracted for any
class of such purposes; the public debt or other
indebtednessvhich may be funded or refunded; the kinds
of notes, bonds or other evidence of public debt which
may be issued by the state; and the manner in which the
aggregate value of all taxable property in the state shall be
determined.

(f) The full faith, credit and taxing power of the state are
pledgedto the payment of all public debt created on behalf
of the state pursuant to this section and the legislature
shall provide by appropriation for the payment of the
interest upon and instalments of principal of all such
public debt as the same falls due, but, in any event, suit
may be brought against the state to compel such payment.

(g) At any time after January 1, 1972, by vote of a
majority of the members elected to each of the 2 houses of
the legislature, the legislature may declare that an
emergencyexists and submit to the people a proposal to
authorizethe state to contract a specific amount of public
debt for a purpose specified in such proposal, without
regardto the limit provided in paragraph (b). Any such
authorizationshall be dkctive if approved by a majority
of the electors voting thereon. Public debt contracted
pursuantto such authorization shall thereafter be deemed
to have been contracted pursuant to paragraph (a), but
neithersuch public debt nor any public debt contracted to
fund or refund such public debt shall be considered in
computingthe debt limit provided in paragraph (b). Not
more than one such authorization shall be thus made in
any 2-year period1p67 AJR-1; 1969 AJR}1

Public debt for public defense. &cTioN 7. [Original
form] The legislature may also borrow money to repel
invasion,suppress insurrection, or defend the state in time
of war; but the money thus raised shall be applied
exclusively to the object for which the loan was
authorized, or to the repayment of the debt thereby
created.
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Vote on fiscal bills; quorum. SEcTion 8. On the passage in either house of the legislature of
any law which imposes, continues or renews a tax, or creates a debt ge,chamakes,
continuesor renews an appropriation of public or trust monay releases, disclggs or
commutesa claim or demand of the state, the question shall be taken by yeas and nays, which
shall be duly entered on the journal; and three-fifths of all the members elected twosiseh
shallin all such cases be required to constitute a quorum therein.

Evidences of public debt. SEcTion 9. No scrip, certificate, or other evidence of state debt,
whatsoevershall be issued, except for such debts as are authorized by the sixth and seventh

sections of this article.

Internal improvements. Section 10. [As amendefipril 1992] Except as further provided in
this section, the state may never contract any debt for works of internal improvement, or be a

party in carrying on such works.

(1) Whenever grants of land or other property shall have been made to the state, especially
dedicated by the grant to particular works of internal improvement, the state may carry on such
particularworks and shall devote thereto the avails of such grants, and may pledge or appropriate
therevenues derived from such works in aid of their completion.

(2) The state may appropriate money in titeasury or to be thereafter raised by taxation for:

(a) The construction or improvement of public highways.

(b) The development, improvement and construction of airports or other aeronautical projects.

(c) The acquisition, improvement or construction of veterans’ housing.

(d) The improvement of port facilities.

(e) The acquisition, development, improvement or construction of railways and other railroad

facilities.

(3) The state may appropriate moneys for the purpose of acquiring, preserving and developing
theforests of the state. Of the moneys appropriated under the authority of this subsection in any
oneyear an amount not to exceed two-tenths of one mill of the taxable property of the state as
determinedby the last preceding state assessment may be raised by a tax on .pfbp&9ty

SJR-76; 1991 SJR-BO

Internal improvements. Section 10. [As amended
April 1968] The state shall never contract any debt for
works of internal improvement, or be a party in carrying
on such works; but whenever grants of land or other
property shall have been made to the state, especially
dedicatedby the grant to particular works of internal
improvement, the state may carry on such particular
works and shall devote thereto the avails of such grants,
and maypledge or appropriate the revenues derived from
suchworks in aid of their completion. Provided, that the
state may appropriate money in the treasury or to be
thereafter raised by taxation for the construction or
improvementof public highways or the development,
improvement and construction of airports or other
aeronauticalprojects or the acquisition, improvement or
constructionof veterans’ housing or the improvement of
port facilities. Provided, that the state may appropriate
moneys for the purpose of acquiring, preserving and
developingthe forests of the state; but of the moneys
appropriatedunder the authority of this section in any one
year an amount not to exceed two-tenths of one mill of the
taxable property of the state as determined by the last
precedingstate assessment may be raised by a tax on
property. 1965 SJR-28; 1967 SJIR{18

Internal improvements. Section 10. [As amended
April 1960] The state shall never contract any debt for
works of internal improvement, or be a party in carrying
on such works; but whenever grants of land or other
property shall have been made to the state, especially
dedicatedby the grant to particular works of internal
improvement, the state may carry on such particular
works and shall devote thereto the avails of such grants,
and maypledge or appropriate the revenues derived from
suchworks in aid of their completion. Provided, that the

state may appropriate money in the treasury or to be
thereafter raised by taxation for the construction or
improvementof public highways or the development,
improvement and construction of airports or other
aeronauticalprojects or the acquisition, improvement or
constructionof veterans’ housing or the improvement of
port facilities. Provided, that the state may appropriate
moneys for the purpose of acquiring, preserving and
developingthe forests of the state; but there shall not be
appropriatedunder the authority of this section in any one
year an amount to exceed two-tenths of one mill of the
taxable property of the state as determined by the last
preceding state assessmeh897 AJR-39; 1959 SJR-PO

Internal improvements. Section 10. [As amended
April 1949] The state shall never contract any debt for
works of internal improvement, or be a party in carrying
on such works; but whenever grants of land or other
property shall have been made to the state, especially
dedicatedby the grant to particular works of internal
improvement, the state may carry on such particular
works and shall devote thereto the avails of such grants,
and maypledge or appropriate the revenues derived from
suchworks in aid of their completion. Provided, that the
state may appropriate money in the treasury or to be
thereafter raised by taxation for the construction or
improvementof public highways or the development,
improvement and construction of airports or other
aeronauticalprojects or the acquisition, improvement or
constructionof veterans’ housing. Provided, that the state
may appropriate moneys for the purpose of acquiring,
preservingand developing the forests of the state; but
thereshall not be appropriated under the authority of this
sectionin any one year an amount to exceed two-tenths of
onemill of the taxable property of the state as determined
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by the last preceding state assessment. [1948 Spec.Sess. construction or

SJR-2; 1949 SJR}5

Internal improvements. SecTion 10. [As amended
April 1945] The state shall never contract any debt for
works of internal improvement, or be a party in carrying
on such works; but whenever grants of land or other
property shall have been made to the state, especially
dedicatedby the grant to particular works of internal
improvement, the state may carry on such particular
works, and shall devote thereto the avails of such grants,
and maypledge or appropriate the revenues derived from
suchworks in aid of their completion. Provided, that the
state may appropriate money in the treasury or to be
thereafter raised by taxation for the construction or
improvementof public highways or the development,
improvement and construction of airports or other
aeronautical projects. Provided, that the state may
appropriate moneys for the purpose of acquiring,
preservingand developing the forests of the state; but
thereshall not be appropriated under the authority of this
sectionin any one year an amount to exceed two-tenths of
onemill of the taxable property of the state as determined
by the last preceding state assessment. [194R-16;
1945 SIRY

Internal improvements. Section 10. [As amended
November1924] The state shall never contract any debt
for works of internal improvement, or be a party in
carrying on such works; but whenever grants of land or
other property shall have been made to the state,
especiallydedicated by the grant to particular works of
internal improvement, the state may carry on such
particular works, and shall devote thereto the avails of
suchgrants, and may pledge or appropriate the revenues
derived from such works in aid of their completion.
Provided, that the state may appropriate money in the
treasury or to be thereafter raised by taxation for the
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improvement of public highways.
Provided,that the state may appropriate moneys for the
purpose of acquiring, preserving and developing the
forests of the state; but there shall not be appropriated
under the authority of this section in any one year an
amountto exceed two-tenths of one mill of the taxable
property of the state as determined by the last preceding
state assessment. [1921 SJR-30; 1923 AJR-70; 1923 c.
289

Water power and forests. SecTion 10. [Appoved by
votersNovember 1910] An amendment to Art. VIII, sec.
10, authorizing a state property tax of two-tenths of one
mill to finance appropriations for acquisition and
developmenbf water power and forests was approved by
1907 SJR-43. There was no “second consideration”
resolutionbut 1909 SB\553 enacted the proposal into law
as Chap. 514, Laws of 190Fhe procedure was declared
invalid by the Supreme Court in State el. rOwen v
Donald, 160 W 21, 151 NW 331.

Public highways. [As amended November 1908, a new
sentencewvas added at the end of the section] Provided,
that thestate may appropriate money in the treasury or to
be thereafter raised by taxation for the construction or
improvementof public highways. [1905 SJR-14; 1907
SJR-22; 1907 c. 238]

Internal improvements.SecTion 10. [Original form]

The state shall never contract any debt for works of
internal improvement, or be a party in carrying on such
works, but whenever grants of land or other property shall
havebeen made to the state, especially dedicated by the
grant to particular works of internal improvements, the
statemay carry on such particular works, and shall devote
thereto the avails of such grants, and may pledge or
appropriatethe revenues derived from such works in aid
of their completion.

ARTICLE IX.
EMINENT DOMAIN AND PROPERTY OF THESTATE

Jurisdiction on rivers and lakes; navigable waters. Section 1. The state shall have
concurrenjurisdiction on all rivers and lakes bordering on this state so far as such rivers or lakes
shallform a common boundary to the state and any other state or territory now or hereafter to be
formed,and bounded by the same; and the river Mississippi and the navigable waters leading into
the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places between the same, shall be common
highwaysand forever free, as well to the inhabitants of the state as to the citizens of the United
States, without any tax, impost or duty therefor

Territorial property. SecTion2. The title to all lands and other property which have accrued
to the territory of Visconsin by grant, gift, purchase, forfeiture, escheat or otherwise shall vest in
the state of Wisconsin.

Ultimate property in lands; escheats.SecTion 3. The people of the state, in their right of
sovereignty,are declared to possess the ultimate propémtyand to all lands within the
jurisdictionof the state; and all lands the title to which shall fail from a defect of heirs shall revert
or escheat to the people.

ARTICLE X.
EDucATION

Superintendent of public instruction. SecTion 1. [As amended November 1982] The
supervisiorof public instruction shall be vested in a state superintendent and such fitiees of
asthe legislature shall direct; and their qualifications, powers, duties and compensation shall be
prescribed by lawThe state superintendent shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the state
at the same time and the same manner as members of the supreme court, and shalfibeld of
for 4 years from the succeeding first Monday in Julphe term of dfce, time and manner of
electingor appointing all other &iters of supervision of public instruction shall be fixed by.law
[1979AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1]
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Superintendent of public instruction. SecTion 1 [As
amended November 1902] The supervision of public
instruction shall be vested in a state superintendent and
such other dfcers as the legislature shall direct; and their
qualifications,powers, duties and compensation shall be
prescribedby law The state superintendent shall be
chosenby the qualified electors of the state at the same
time and in the same manner as members of the supreme
court, and shall hold his &ite for four years from the
succeeding first Monday in July. The state superintendent
chosenat the general election in Novemb&802, shall
hold and continue in his i€e until the first Monday in
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the judicial election in April, 1905. The term offiog,
time and manner of electing or appointing all other
officers of supervision of public instruction shall be fixed
by law. [1899 SJR-21; 1901 SJR-24; 1901 c. 258]
Superintendent of public instruction. SecTion 1.
[Original form] The supervision of public instruction
shall be vested in a state superintendent, and such other
officers as the legislature shall direct. The state
superintendenshall be chosen by the qualified electors of
the state, in such manner as the legislature shall provide;
his powers, duties and compensation shall be prescribed
by law. Provided, that his compensation shall not exceed

July, 1905, and his successor shall be chosen at the time of the sum of twelve hundred dollars annually.

School fund created; income applied. SecTion 2. [As amended November 1982] The
proceedf all lands that have been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to this state
for educational purposes (except the lands heretofore granted for the purposes of a university)
andall moneys and the clear proceeds of all property that may accrue to the state by forfeiture or
escheat; and the clear proceefiall fines collected in the several counties for any breach of the
penallaws, and all moneys arising from any grant to the state where the purposes of such grant are
not specified, and the 500,000 acres of land to which the state is entitled by the provisions of
actof congress, entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to

grant pre-emption rights,” approved September 4, 1841; and also the 5 percent of the net
proceed®f the public lands to which the state shall become entitled on admission into the union
(if congress shall consent to such appropriation of the 2 grants last mentioned) shall be set apart
asa separate fund to be called “the school fund,” the interest of which and all other revenues
derivedfrom the school lands shall be exclusively applied to the following objects, to wit:

(1) To the support and maintenance of common schools, in each school district, and the
purchaseof suitable libraries and apparatus therefor

(2) Theresidue shall be appropriated to the support and maintenance of academies and normal
schools,and suitable libraries and apparatus therdf®79 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit:

May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1

School fund created; income applied. ScTioN 2.
[Original form] The proceeds of all lands that have been
or hereafter may be granted by the United States to this
state for educational purposes (except the lands
heretoforegranted for the purpose of a university) and all
moneysand the clear proceeds of all property that may
accrueto the state by forfeiture or escheat, and all moneys
which may be paid as an equivalent for exemption from
military duty; and the clear proceeds of all fines collected
in the several counties for any breach of the penal laws,
and all moneys arising from any grant to the state where
the purposes of such grant are not specified, and the five
hundred thousand acres of land to which the state is
entitled by the provisions of an act of congress, entitled
“An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the
public lands and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved

the fourth day of Septemhesne thousand eight hundred
and forty-one; and also the five per centum of the net
proceedsof the public lands to which the state shall
become entitled on her admission into the union (if
congressshall consent to such appropriation of the two
grantslast mentioned) shall be set apart as a separate fund
to be called “the school fund,” the interest of which and all
other revenues derived from the school lands shall be
exclusively applied to the following objects, to wit:

1. To the support and maintenance of common schools,
in each school district, and the purchase of suitable
libraries and apparatus therefor.

2. The residue shall be appropriated to the support and
maintenanceof academies and normal schools, and
suitable libraries and apparatus therefor.

District schools; tuition; sectarian instruction; released time. Section 3. [As amended
April 1972 The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which
shall beas nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and withgatfohar
tuition to all children between the ages of 4 and 20 years; and no sectarian instruction shall be
allowedtherein; but the legislature by law m&gr the purpose of religious instruction outside
thedistrict schools, authorize the release of students during regular school hours. [1969 AJR-41;

1971 AJR-1y

District schools; tuition; sectarian instruction.
SecTioN 3. [Original form] The legislature shall provide
by law for the establishment of district schools, which
shall be as nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools

shallbe free and without chge for tuition to all children
betweenthe ages of four and twenty years; and no
sectarian instruction shall be allowed therein.

Annual school tax. SecTion4. Each town and city shall be required to raise by tax, annually
for the support of common schools therein, a sum not less than one-half the amount received by
suchtown or city respectively for school purposes from the income of the school fund.

Income of school fund. SecTion 5. Provision shall be made by law for the distribution of the
income of the school fund among the several towns and cities of the state for the support of
commonschools therein, in some just proportion to the number of children and youth resident
thereinbetween the ages of four and twenty years, and no appropriation shall be made from the
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schoolfund to any city or town for the year in which said city or town shall fail to raise such tax;
nor to any school district for the year in which a school shall not be maintained at least three
months.

Stateuniversity; support. SecTion6. Provision shall be made by law for the establishment of
astate university at or near the seat of state government, and for connecting with the same, from
timeto time, such colleges in ééfent parts of the state as the interests of education may require.
Theproceeds of all lands that have been or may hereafter be granted by the United States to the
statefor the support of a university shall be and remain a perpetual fund to be called “the
universityfund,” the interest of which shall be appropriated to the support of the state university
andno sectarian instruction shall be allowed in such university

Commissionersof public lands. SecTion 7. The secretary of state, treasurer and attorney
generalshall constitute a board of commissioners for the sale of the school and university lands
and for the investment of the funds arising therefrom. Any two of said commissioners shall be a
guorumfor the transaction of all business pertaining to the duties of tHieie.of

Saleof public lands. SecTion 8. Provision shall be made by law for the sale of all school and
universitylands after they shall have been appraised; and when any portion of such lands shall be
sold and the purchase money shall not be paid at the time of the sale, the commissioners shall take
securityby mortgage upon the lands sold for the sum remaining unpaid, with seven per cent
interestthereon, payable annually at thdia# of the treasurer The commissioners shall be
authorizedto execute a good and fafent conveyance to all purchasers of such lands, and to
dischargeany mortgages taken as secunithen the sum due thereon shall have been paid. The
commissionershall have power to withhold from sale any portion of such lands when they shall
deem it expedient, and shall invest all moneys arising from the sale of such lands, as well as all
otheruniversity and school funds, in such manner as the legislature shall provide, and shall give
suchsecurity for the faithful performance of their duties as may be required by law

ARTICLE XI.
CORPORATIONS

Corporations; how formed. SecTion 1. [As amended April 1981] Corporations without
bankingpowers or privileges may be formed under general laws, but shall not be created by
specialact, except for municipal purposes. All general laws or special acts enacted under the
provisionsof this section may be altered or repealed by the legislature at any time after their
passage.1979 AJR-53; 1981 AJR-13

Corporations; how formed. Sction 1. [Original corporationcannot be attained under general laws. All
form] Corporations without banking powers or privileges generallaws or special acts enacted under the provisions
may be formed under general laws, but shall not be created thisf section may be altered or repealed by the
by special act, except for municipal purposes, and in cases legislature at any time after their passage.
where,in the judgment of the legislature, the objects of the

Property taken by municipality. Section 2. [As amended April 1961] No municipal
corporation shall take private property for public use, against the consent of the owner, without
the necessity thereof being first established in the manner prescribed by the legislature. [1959
AJR-22; 1961 SJR}8

Property taken by municipality. SecTion 2. [Original without the necessity thereof being first established by the
form] No municipal corporation shall take private verdict of a jury.
propertyfor public use, against the consent of the owner

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt. SEcTion 3. [As amended April 198{1)
Cities and villages ajanized pursuant to state law may determine their lodairsafand
government,subject only to this constitution and to such enactments of the legislature of
statewideconcern as with uniformity shallfatt every city or every village. The method of such
determinatiorshall be prescribed by the legislature.

(2) No county city, town, village, school district, sewerage district or other municipal
corporationmay become indebted in an amount that exceeds an allowable percentage of the
taxableproperty located therein equalized for state purposes as provided by the legislature. In all
caseghe allowable percentage shall be 5 percent except as specified in pars. (a) and (b):

(a)For any city authorized to issue bonds for school purposes, an additional 10 percent shall be
permittedfor school purposes onlgnd in such cases the territory attached to the city for school
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purposes shall be included in the total taxable property supporting the bonds issued for school
purposes.

(b) For any school district which f&frs no less than grades one to 12 and which at the time of
incurring such debt is eligible for the highest level of school aids, 10 percent shall be permitted.

(3) Any county city, town, village, school district, sewerage district or other municipal
corporationincurring any indebtedness under sub. (2) shall, before or at the time of doing so,
providefor the collection of a direct annual taxfsziént to pay the interest on such debt as it falls
due, and also to pay and discharthe principal thereof within 20 years from the time of
contracting the same.

(4) When indebtedness under sub. (2) is incurred in the acquisition of lands by cities, or by
countiesor sewerage districts having a population of 150,000 or, deepublic, municipal
purposes, or for the permanent improvement thereof, or to purchase, acquire, construct, extend,
addto or improve a sewage collection or treatment system which services all or a part of such city
or county, the citycounty or sewerage district incurring the indebtedness shall, before or at the
time of so doing, provide for the collection of a direct annual taficserfit to paythe interest on
such debt as falls due, and also to pay and disgfethe principal thereof within a period not
exceeding 50 years from the time of contracting the same.

(5) An indebtedness created for the purpose of purchasing, acquiring, leasing, constructing,
extendingadding to, improving, conducting, controlling, operating or managing a public utility
of a town, village, city or special district, and secured solely by the property or income of such
public utility, and whereby no municipal liability is created, shall not be considered an
indebtednessf such town, village, city or special district, and shall not be included in arriving at

the debt limitation under sub. (2.979 SJR-28; 1981 SJR-5

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SecTioN 3. [As amended April 1966Zities and villages
organizedpursuant to state law are hereby empowered, to
determine their local &irs and government, subject only
to this constituton and to such enactments of the
legislatureof state-wide concern as shall with uniformity
affect every city or every village. The method of such
determinationshall be prescribed by the legislature. No
county, city, town, village, school district or other
municipal corporation may become indebted in an
amount that exceeds an allowable percentage of the
taxable property located therein equalized for state
purposesas provided by the legislaturdn all cases the
allowable percentage shall be five per centum except as
follows: (a) For any city authorized to issue bonds for
school purposes, an additional ten per centum shall be
permittedfor school purposes onlgnd in such cases the
territory attached to the city for school purposes shall be
included in the total taxable property supporting the
bondsissued for school purposes. (b) For any school
district which ofers no less than grades one to twelve and
which at the time of incurring such debt is eligible for the
highest level of school aids, ten per centum shall be
permitted. Any county, city, town, village, school district,
or other municipal corporation incurring any
indebtednesss aforesaid, shall before or at the time of
doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax
sufficientto pay the interest on such debt as it falls due,
andalso to pay and dischge the principal thereof within
twentyyears from the time of contracting the same; except
thatwhen such indebtedness is incurred in the acquisition
of lands by cities, or by counties having a population of
one hundred fifty thousand or ovefor public, municipal
purposespr for the permanent improvement thereof, the
city or county incurring the same shall, before or at the
time of so doing, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disaerthe principal
thereofwithin a period not exceeding fifty years from the
time of contracting the same. An indebtedness created for
the purpose of purchasing, acquiring, leasing,
constructing, extending, adding to, Improving,
conducting,controlling, operating or managing a public
utility of a town, village, city or special district, and
securedsolely by the property or income of such public
utility, and whereby no municipal liability is created, shall

not be considered an indebtedness of such town, village,
city or special district, and shall not be included in
arriving at such debt limitation. [1963 SJR-59; 1965
AJR-1Q

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SecTion 3. [As amended April 1963Jities and villages
organizedpursuant to state law are hereby empowered, to
determine their local &dirs and government, subject only
to this constitution and to such enactments of the
legislatureof state-wide concern as shall with uniformity
affect every city or every village. The method of such
determinationshall be prescribed by the legislature. No
county, city, town, village, school district or other
municipal corporation may become indebted in an
amount that exceeds an allowable percentage of the
taxable property located therein equalized for state
purposesas provided by the legislaturdn all cases the
allowable percentage shall be five per centum except as
follows: (a) For any city authorized to issue bonds for
school purposes, an additional ten per centum shall be
permittedfor school purposes onlgnd in such cases the
territory attached to the city for school purposes shall be
included in the total taxable property supporting the
bondsissued for school purposes. (b) For any school
district which ofers no less than grades one to twelve and
which at the time of incurring such debt is eligible for the
highest level of school aids, ten per centum shall be
permitted. Any county, city, town, village, school district,
or other municipal corporation incurring any
indebtednesss aforesaid, shall before or at the time of
doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax
sufficientto pay the interest on such debt as it falls due,
andalso to pay and dischge the principal thereof within
twentyyears from the time of contracting the same; except
thatwhen such indebtedness is incurred in the acquisition
of lands by cities, or by counties having a population of
one hundred fifty thousand or ovefor public, municipal
purposesor for the permanent improvement thereof, the
city or county incurring the same shall, before or at the
time of so doing, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disderthe principal
thereofwithin a period not exceeding fifty years from the
time of contracting the same. An indebtedness created for
the purpose of purchasing, acquiring, leasing,
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constructing, extending, adding to, improving,
conducting,controlling, operating or managing a public
utility of a town, village or cityand secured solely by the
property or income of such public utilitgnd whereby no
municipal liability is created, shall not be considered an
indebtedness of such town, village or city, and shall not be
includedin arriving at such five or eight per centum debt
limitation. [1961 AJR-92; 1963 AJR-19

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SecTioN 3. [As amended April 196ities and villages
organizedpursuant to state law are hereby empowered, to
determine their local &irs and government, subject only
to this constituton and to such enactments of the
legislatureof state-wide concern as shall with uniformity
affect every city or every village. The method of such
determinationshall be prescribed by the legislature. No
county, city, town, village, school district, or other
municipal corporation shall be allowed to become
indebtedin any manner or for any purpose to any amount,
including existing indebtedness, in the aggregate
exceedingfive per centum on the value of the taxable
propertytherein, to be ascertained, other than for school
districts and counties having a population of 500,000 or
over, by the last assessment for state and county taxes
previousto the incurring of such indebtedness and for
school districts and counties having a population of
500,0000r over by the value of such property as equalized
for state purposes; except that for any city which is
authorizedto issue bonds for school purposes the total
indebtedness of such city shall not exceed in the aggregate
eight per centum of the value of such property as
equalized for state purposes and except that for any school
district offering no less than grades one to twelve and
which is at the time of incurring such debt eligible for the
highestlevel of school aids, the total indebtedness of such
school district shall not exceed ten per centum of the value
of such property as equalized for state purposes; the
mannerand method of determining such equalization for
state purposes to be provided by the legislature. Any
county, city, town, village, school district, or other
municipal corporation incurring any indebtedness as
aforesaidshall, before or at the time of doing so, provide
for the collection of a direct annual tax ftiEnt to pay
the interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to pay and
dischargethe principal thereof within twenty years from
the time of contracting the same; except that when such
indebtednesss incurred in the acquisition of lands by
cities, or by counties having a population of one hundred
fifty thousand or oveffor public, municipal purposes, or
for the permanent improvement thereof, the city or county
incurringthe same shall, before or at the time of so doing,
provide for the collection of a direct annual tax faziént
to pay the interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to
pay and discharge the principal thereof within a period not
exceedingfifty years from the time of contracting the
same. An indebtedness created fdhe purpose of
purchasing,acquiring, leasing, constructing, extending,
adding to, improving, conducting, controlling, operating
or managing a public utility of a town, village or ¢ignd
securedsolely by the property or income of such public
utility, and whereby no municipal liability is created, shall
not be considered an indebtedness of such town, village or
city, and shall not be included in arriving at such five or
eight]]per centum debt limitation. [1959 SJR-6; 1961
AJR-

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SecTion 3. [As amended November 1960] Cities and
villages organized pursuant to state law are hereby
empowered, to determine their local fdirs and
governmentsubject only to this constitution and to such
enactmentsof the legislature of state-wide concern as
shall with uniformity afect every city or every village.
The method of such determination shall be prescribed by
the legislature. No countyity, town, village, school
district, or other municipal corporation shall be allowed to
become indebted in anpanner or for any purpose to any
amount,including existing indebtedness, in the aggregate
exceedingfive per centum on the value of the taxable
propertytherein, to be ascertained, other than for school
districts and counties having a population of 500,000 or
over, by the last assessment for state and county taxes
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previousto the incurring of such indebtedness and for
school districts and counties having a population of
500,0000r over by the value of such property as equalized
for state purposes; except that for any city which is
authorizedto issue bonds for school purposes the total
indebtedness of such city shall not exceed in the aggregate
eight per centum of the value of such property as
equalizedfor state purposes; the manner and method of
determining such equalization for state purposes to be
provided by the legislature. Any countyity, town,
village, school district, or other municipal corporation
incurring any indebtedness as aforesaid, shall, before or at
the time of doing so, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disd®rthe principal
thereofwithin twenty years from the time of contracting
the same; except that when such indebtedness is incurred
in the acquisition of lands by cities, or by counties having
a population of one hundred fifty thousand or ovier
public, municipal purposes, or for the permanent
improvementthereof, the city or county incurring the
same shall, before or at the time of so doing, provide for
the collection of a direct annual tax fcient to pay the
interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to pay and
discharge the principal thereof within a period not
exceedingfifty years from the time of contracting the
same. Providing, that an indebtedness created for the
purposeof purchasing, acquiring, leasing, constructing,
extending, adding to, improving, conducting,
controlling, operating or managing a public utility of a
town, village or city, and secured solely by the property or
incomeof such public utility and whereby no municipal
liability is created, shall not be considered an
indebtedness of such town, village or city, and shall not be
includedin arriving at such five or eight per centum debt
limitation. [1957 SJR-47; 1959 SJRJ53

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SecTioN 3. [As amended April 195%]ities and villages
organizedpursuant to state law are hereby empowered, to
determine their local &irs and government, subject only
to this constitution and to such enactments of the
legislatureof state-wide concern as shall with uniformity
affect every city or every village. The method of such
determinationshall be prescribed by the legislature. No
county, city, town, village, school district, or other
municipal corporation shall be allowed to become
indebtedin any manner or for any purpose to any amount,
including existing indebtedness, in the aggregate
exceedingfive per centum on the value of the taxable
property therein, to be ascertained, other than for school
district, by the last assessment for state and county taxes
previousto the incurring of such indebtedness and for
schooldistricts by the value of such property as equalized
for state purposes; except that for any city which is
authorizedto issue bonds for school purposes the total
indebtedness of such city shall not exceed in the aggregate
eight per centum of the value of such property as
equalizedfor state purposes; the manner and method of
determining such equalization for state purposes to be
provided by the legislature. Any countyity, town,
village, school district, or other municipal corporation
incurring any indebtedness as aforesaid, shall, before or at
the time of doing so, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disg®rthe principal
thereofwithin twenty years from the time of contracting
the same; except that when such indebtedness is incurred
in the acquisition of lands by cities, or by counties having
a population of one hundred fifty thousand or ovier
public, municipal purposes, or for the permanent
improvementthereof, the city or county incurring the
same shall, before or at the time of so doing, provide for
the collection of a direct annual tax ficient to pay the
interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to pay and
discharge the principal thereof within a period not
exceedingfifty years from the time of contracting the
same. Providing, that an indebtedness created for the
purposeof purchasing, acquiring, leasing, constructing,
extending, adding to, improving, conducting, con
trolling, operating or managing a public utility of a town,
village or city, and secured solely by the property or
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incomeof such public utility and whereby no municipal
liability is created, shall not be considered an
indebtedness of such town, village or city, and shall not be
includedin arriving at such five or eight per centum debt
limitation. [1953 SJR-17; 1955 AJR-]L8

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SecTioN 3. [As amended April 195Xities and villages
organizedpursuant to state law are hereby empowered, to
determine their local &irs and government, subject only
to this constituton and to such enactments of the
legislatureof state-wide concern as shall with uniformity
affect every city or every village. The method of such
determinationshall be prescribed by the legislature. No
county, city, town, village, school district, or other
municipal corporation shall be allowed to become
indebtedin any manner or for any purpose to any amount,
including existing indebtedness, in the aggregate
exceeding5 per centum on the value of the taxable
propertytherein, to be ascertained by the last assessment
for state and county taxes previous to the incurring of such
indebtednessexcept that for any city which is authorized
to issue bonds for school purposes the total indebtedness
of such city shall not exceed in the aggregate 8 per centum
of the value of such propertyAny county city, town,
village, school district, or other municipal corporation
incurringany indebtedness as aforesaid, shall, before or at
the time of doing so, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disaerthe principal
thereofwithin 20 years from the time of contracting the
same; except that when such indebtedness is incurred in
the acquisition of lands by cities, or by counties having a
population of 150,000 or overfor public, municipal
purposespr for the permanent improvement thereof, the
city or county incurring the same shall, before or at the
time of so doing, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disaerthe principal
thereofwithin a period not exceeding 50 years from the
time of contracting the same. Providing, that an
indebtednesscreated for the purpose of purchasing,
acquiring, leasing, constructing, extending, adding to,
improving, conducting, controlling, operating or
managinga public utility of a town, village or cityand
securedsolely by the property or income of such public
utility, and whereby no municipal liability is created, shall
not be considered an indebtedness of such town, village or
city, and shall not be included in arriving at such 5 or 8 per
centum debt limitation.1949 SJR-11; 1951 SJR-9

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SectioN 3. [As amended November 1932] Cities and
villages organized pursuant to state law are hereby
empowered, to determine their local f&firs and
governmentsubject only to this constitution and to such
enactmentsof the legislature of state-wide concern as
shall with uniformity afect every city or every village.
The method of such determination shall be prescribed by
the legislature. No countyity, town, village, school
district, or other municipal corporation shall be allowed to
become indebted in anpanner or for any purpose to any
amount,including existing indebtedness, in the aggregate
exceedingfive per centum on the value of the taxable
propertytherein, to be ascertained by the last assessment
for state and county taxes previous to the incurring of such
indebtedness. Any county city, town, village, school
district, or other municipal corporation incurring any
indebtednessis aforesaid, shall, before or at the time of
doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax
sufficientto pay the interest on such debt as it falls due,
andalso to pay and disctge the principal thereof within
twentyyears from the time of contracting the same; except
thatwhen such indebtedness is incurred in the acquisition
of lands by cities, or by counties having a population of
one hundred fifty thousand or ovefor public, municipal
purposespr for the permanent improvement thereof, the
city or county incurring the same shall, before or at the
time of so doing, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disgerthe principal
thereofwithin a period not exceeding fifty years from the
time of contracting the same. Providing, that an
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indebtednesscreated for the purpose of purchasing,
acquiring, leasing, constructing, extending, adding to,
improving, conducting, controlling, operating or
managinga public utility of a town, village or cityand
securedsolely by the property or income of such public
utility, and whereby no municipal liability is created, shall
not be considered an indebtedness of such town, village or
city, and shall not be included in arriving at such five per
centum debt limitation 1029 AJR-61; 1931 AJR-14

Municipal home rule; debt limit; tax to pay debt.
SecTion 3. [As amended November 1924] Cities and
villages organized pursuant to state law are hereby
empowered, to determine their local fa#irs and
governmentsubject only to this constitution and to such
enactmentsof the legislature of state-wide concern as
shall with uniformity afect every city or every village.
The method of such determination shall be prescribed by
the legislature. No countyity, town, village, school
district, or other municipal corporation shall be allowed to
become indebted in anpanner or for any purpose to any
amount,including existing indebtedness, in the aggregate
exceedingfive per centum on the value of the taxable
propertytherein, to be ascertained by the last assessment
for state and county taxes previous to the incurring of such
indebtedness. Any county city, town, village, school
district, or other municipal corporation incurring any
indebtednesss aforesaid, shall, before or at the time of
doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax
sufficientto pay the interest on such debt as it falls due,
andalso to pay and dischg the principal thereof within
twenty years from the time of contracting the same;
exceptthat when such indebtedness is incurred in the
acquisition of lands by cities, or by counties having a
population of one hundred fifty thousand or oyveor
public, municipal purposes, or for the permanent
improvementthereof, the city or county incurring the
same shall, before or at the time of so doing, provide for
the collection of a direct annual tax ficient to pay the
interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to pay and
discharge the principal thereof within a period not
exceedingfifty years from the time of contracting the
same. 1921 SJR-5; 1923 SJR-18; 1923 c. 203]

Organization of cities and villages. &cTioN 3. [As
amendedNovember 1912] It shall be the duty of the
legislature and they are hereby empowered to provide for
the oganization of cities and incorporated villages, and to
restrict their power of taxation, assessment, borrowing
money, contracting debts, and loaning their credit, so as to
prevent abuses in assessments and taxation, and in
contractingdebts by such municipal corporations. No
county, city, town, village, school district, or other
municipal corporation shall be allowed to become
indebtedin any manner or for any purpose to any amount,
including existing indebtedness, in the aggregate
exceedingfive per centum on the value of the taxable
propertytherein, to be ascertained by the last assessment
for state and county taxes previous to the incurring of such
indebtedness. Any county city, town, village, school
district, or other municipal corporation incurring any
indebtednesss aforesaid, shall, before or at the time of
doing so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax
sufficientto pay the interest on such debt as it falls due,
andalso to pay and dischge the principal thereof within
twentyyears from the time of contracting the same; except
thatwhen such indebtedness is incurred in the acquisition
of lands by cities, or by counties having a population of
one hundred fifty thousand or ovefor public, municipal
purposespor for the permanent improvement thereof, the
city or county incurring the same shall, before or at the
time of so doing, provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on such debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disdwrthe principal
thereofwithin a period not exceeding fifty years from the
time of contracting the samé.909 SJR-32; 1911 SJR-26;
1911 c. 665

Municipal debt limit. [An amendment approved by the
votersin November 1874 added two new paragraphs at
the end of the section]No county city, town, village,
school district, or other municipal corporation shall be
allowed to become indebted in any manner or for any
purposeto any amount including existing indebtedness,
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in the aggregate exceeding five per centum on the value of
the taxable property therein to be ascertained by the last
assessmenfor state and county taxes previous to the
incurring of such indebtedness. Any countity, town,
village, school district or other municipal corporation
incurring any indebtedness as aforesaid, shall before or at
the time of doing so provide for the collection of a direct
annualtax suficient to pay the interest on said debt as it
falls due, and also to pay and disaerthe principal
thereofwithin twenty years from the time of contracting
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the same. [1872 AJR-17; 1873 SJR-6; 1874 c. 3]

Organization of cities and villages. &ction 3.
[Original form] It shall be the duty of the legislature, and
they are hereby empowered, to provide for the
organizationof cities and incorporated villages, and to
restrict their power of taxation, assessment, borrowing
money,contracting debts and loaning their credit, so as to
prevent abuses in assessments and taxation, and in
contracting debts by such municipal corporations.

Acquisition of lands by state and subdivisions; sale of excesSecTion 3a. [As amended
April 3, 1956] The state or any of its counties, cities, towns or villages may acquire by gift,
dedication,purchase, or condemnation lands for establishing, laying out, wideninggieg)ar
extending, and maintaining memorial grounds, streets, highways, squares, parkways,
boulevards parks, playgrounds, sites for public buildings, and reservations in and about and
alongand leading to any or all of the same; and after the establishment, layout, and completion of
suchimprovements, may convey any such real estate thus acquired and not necessary for such
improvementswith reservations concerning the future use and occupation of such real estate, so
as to protect such publieorks and improvements, and their environs, and to preserve the view
appearance, light, aiand usefulness of such public works. If the governing body of a county
city, town or village elects to accept a gift or dedication of land made on condition that the land be
devoted to a special purpose and the condition subsequently becomes impossible or
impracticablesuch governing body may by resolution or ordinance enacted by a two-thirds vote
of its members elect either to grant the land back to the donor or dedicator or his heirs or accept
from the donor or dedicator or his heirs a grant relieving the county, city, town or village of the
condition; however, if the donor or dedicatohé heirs are unknown or cannot be found, such
resolutionor ordinance may provide for the commencement of proceedings in the manner and in
the courts as the legislature shall designate for the purpose of relieving the county, city, town or

village from the condition of the gift or dedication. [1953 SJR-29; 1955 $JR-9

Acquisition of lands by state and cities; sale of
excessSecTION 3a. Created November 19]LZhe state or
any of its cities may acquire by gift, purchase, or

condemnation lands for establishing, laying out,
widening, enlaging, extending, and maintaining
memorial grounds, streets, squares, parkways,
boulevards, parks, playgrounds, sites for public

buildings, and reservations in and about and along and
leading to any or all of the same; and after the

establishment, layout, and completion of such

improvementsnay convey any such real estate thus
acquiredand not necessary for such improvements, with
reservationsoncerning the future use and occupation of
suchreal estate, so as to protect such public works and
improvements,and their environs, and to preserve the
view, appearance, light, aiand usefulness of such public
works. [1909 SJR-63; 1911 SJR-25; 1911 c.]665

General banking law. SecTion 4. [As amended April 1981] The legislature may enact a
general banking law for the creation of banks, and for the regulation and supervision of the

banking business1p79 AJR-53; 1981 AJR-]13

General banking law. SecTion 4. [Created November
1902. This sectionwas adopted to eplace original
sections4 and 5 of this article] The legislature shall have
powerto enact a general banking law for the creation of
banks, and for the regulation and supervision of the
bankingbusiness, provided that the vote of two-thirds of
all the members elected to each house, to be taken by yeas
and nays, be in favor of the passage of such [@4899
AJR-16; 1901 SJR-25; 1901 c.]73

Legislature prohibited from incorporating banks.
SecTioN 4. [Original form, epealed November 1902.
1899 AJR-16; 1901 SJR-25; 1901 c. 73] The legislature
shall not have power to create, authorize or incorporate,
by any general, or special laany bank, or banking power
or privilege, or any institution or corporation having any
banking power or privilege whateyexcept as provided
in this article.

Referendum on banking laws. &cTioN 5. [Original
form, repealed November 19021899 AJR-16; 1901
SJR-25;1901 c. 73] The legislature may submit to the
voters,at any general election, the question of “bank,” or
“no bank,” and if at any such election a number of votes
equalto a majority of all the votes cast at such election on
thatsubject shall be in favor of banks, then the legislature
shall have power to grant bank charters, or to pass a
general banking law with such restrictions and under
suchregulations as they may deem expedient and proper
for the security of the bill holders. Provided, that no such
grantor law shall have any force orfeft until the same
shall have been submitted to a vote of the electors of the
state,at some general election, and been approved by a
majority of the votes cast on that subject at such election.

ARTICLE XII.
AMENDMENTS

Constitutional amendments.Section 1. Any amendment or amendments to this constitution

maybe proposed in either house of the legislature, and if the same shall be agreed to by a majority
of the members elected to each of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amendments
shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to the
legislatureto be chosen at the next general election, and shall be published for three months

—



212 WiscoNsINBLUE Book 1997 — 1998

previousto the time of holding such election; and if, in the legislature so next chosen, such
proposecamendment or amendments shall be agreed to by a majority of all the members elected
to each house, then it shall be the duty of the legislature to submit such proposed amendment or
amendment#o the people in such manner and at such time as the legislature shall prescribe; and
if the people shall approve and ratify such amendment or amendments by a majority of the
electorsvoting thereon, such amendment or amendments shall become part of the constitution;
provided,that if more than one amendment be submitted, they shall be submitted in such manner
thatthe people may vote for or against such amendments separately

Constitutional conventions. SecTion 2. If at any time a majority of the senate and assembly
shall deem it necessary to call a convention to revise or changeahssitution, they shall
recommendo the electors to vote for or against a convention at the next election for members of
thelegislature. And if it shall appear that a majority of the electors voting thereon have voted for
aconvention, the legislature shall, at its next session, provide for calling such convention.

ARTICLE XIII .
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Political year; elections.SecTion 1. [As amended April 1986] The political year for this state
shallcommence on the first Monday of January in each, weat the general election shall be
held on the Tiesday next succeeding the first Monday of November in even-numbered years.
[1983 AJR-33; 1985 AJRI3

Political year; elections. &cTion 1. [As amended electionin the year 1881, and whose term dfaaf would
November 1884] The political year for the state of otherwiseexpire on the first Monday of January in the
Wisconsin shall commence on the first Monday in year 1884, shall hold and continue in suchfiaefs
Januaryin each yearand the general election shall be respectivelyuntil the first Monday in January in the year
holdenon the Tiesday next succeeding the first Monday 1885. [1881 AJR-16; 1882 SJR-20; 1882 c. 290]
in November The first general election for all state and Political year; general election. §cTion 1. [Original
county officers, except judicial officers, after the adoption form] The political year for the state ofi¥¢onsin shall
of this amendment, shall be holden in the year A.D. 1884, commence on the first Monday in January in epehr
and thereafter the general election shall be held biennially. and the general election shall be holden on thes@iay

All state, county or other fafers elected at the general succeeding the first Monday in November in each year.
SecTion 2. [Repealed. 1973 SJR-6; 1975 SJR-4; vote April 1975]
Dueling. SecTion 2. [Original form] Any inhabitant of officeunder the constitution and laws of this state, and
this state who may hereafter be engaged, either directly or may be punished in such other manner as shall be
indirectly, in a duel, either as principal or accessshall prescribed by law.

forever be disqualified as an elector, and from holding any

Eligibility to office. Section 3. [As amended November 199@) No member of congress
and no person holding anyfige of profit or trust under the United States except postmaster
under any foreign power, shall be eligible to anfjcefof trust, profit or honor in this state.

(2) No person convicted of a felgrig any court within the United States, no person convicted
in federal court of a crime designated, at the time of commission, under federal law as a
misdemeanoinvolving a violation of public trust and no person convicted, in a court of a state, of
a crime designated, at the time of commission, under the law of the state as a misdemeanor
involving a violation of public trust shall be eligible to anfice of trust,profit or honor in this
state unless pardoned of the conviction.

(3) No persomay seek to have placed on any ballot for a state or local eledtosinfthis
statethe name of a person convicted of a fel@mgny court within the United States, the name of
a person convicted in federal court of a crime designated, at the time of commission, under
federallaw as a misdemeanor involving a violation of public trust or the name of a person
convicted,in a court of a state, of a crime designated, at the time of commission, under the law of
the state as a misdemeanor involving a violation of public trust, unless the person named for the
ballot has been pardoned of the conviction. [1993 AJR-3; 1995 AJJR-16

Eligibility to office. ScTtion 3. [Original form] No United States; and no person being a defaulter to the
memberof congress, nor any person holding arficefof United States or to this state, or to any county or town
profit or trust under the United States (postmasters therein, or to any state or territory within the United
excepted) or under any foreign power; no person States,shall be eligible to any fi€e of trust, profit or
convictedof any infamous crime in any court within the honor in this state.

Great seal. SecTion4. It shall be the duty of the legislature to provide a great seal for the state,
which shall be kept by the secretary of state, and filiaff acts of the governphis approbation
of the laws excepted, shall be thereby authenticated.
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SecTion 5. [Repealed. 1983 AJR-33; 1985 SJR-3; vote April 1986]

Residentson Indian lands, wheee to vote.SecTION 5. entitled to votat the polls which may be held nearest their
[Original form] All persons residing upon Indian lands, residence,for state, United States or countyficdrs.
within any county of the state, and qualified to exercise  Provided,that no person shall vote for countficérs out
the right of sufage under the constitution, shall be of the county in which he resides.

Legislative officers. SecTion 6. The elective diters of the legislature, other than the
presiding oficers, shall be a chief clerk and ageant at arms, to be elected by each house.

Division of counties. SecTion 7. No county with an area of nine hundred square miles or less
shall be divided or have any part stricken therefrom, without submittirguéistion to a vote of
the people of the countyor unless a majority of all the legal voters of the county voting on the
guestion shall vote for the same.

Removalof county seats.SecTion8. No county seat shall be removed until the point to which
it is proposed to be removed shall be fixed by, wd a majority of the voters of the county
voting on the question shall have voted in favor of its removal to such point.

Election or appointment of statutory officers. Section9. All county oficers whose election
or appointment is not provided for by this constitution shall be elected by the electors of the
respectivecounties, or appointed by the boards of supervisors, or other county authorities, as the
legislature shall direct. All city, town and village officers whose election or appointment is not
providedfor by this constitution shall be elected by the electors of such cities, towns and villages,
or of some division thereof, or appointed by such authorities thereof as the legislature shall
designate for that purpose. All other officers whose election or appointment is not provided for
by this constitution, and all fi€ers whose dices may hereafter be created by lahall be
electedby the people or appointed, as the legislature may direct.

Vacanciesin office. SecTion 10. [As amended April 1979] (1) The legislature may declare the
casedn which any dfice shall be deemed vacant, and also the manner of filling the vacancy
whereno provision is made for that purpose in this constitution.

(2) Whenever there is a vacancy in thdioef of lieutenant governpthe governor shall
nominatea successor to serve for the balance of the unexpired term, who shalfitakefter
confirmation by the senate and by the assenib®77 SJR-51; 1979 SJR-1

Vacanciesin office. ScTion 10. [Original form] The vacancy,where no provision is made for that purpose in
legislaturemay declare the cases in which arfycefshall this constitution.
be deemed vacant, and also the manner of filling the

Passes franks and privileges. Section 11. [As amended November 1936] No person,
associationcopartnership, or corporation, shall promiséebr give, for any purpose, to any
political committee, or any member or employe thereof, to any candidate iecumbent of any
office or position under the constitution or laws, or under any ordinance of any town or
municipality,of this state, or to any person at the request or for the advantage of all otreamy,of
any free pass or frank, or any privilege withheld from any person, for the traveling
accommodation or transportation of any person or property, or the transmission of any message
or communication.

No political committee, and no member or employe thereof, no candidate for and no incumbent
of any officeor position under the constitution or laws, or under any ordinance of any town or
municipality of this state, shall ask fosraccept, from any person, association, copartnership, or
corporation,or use, in any manneor for any purpose, any free pass or frank, or any privilege
withheld from any person, fadhe traveling accommodation or transportation of any person or
property,or the transmission of any message or communication.

Any violation of any of the above provisions shall be bribery and punished as provided by law
andif any oficer or any member of the legislature be guilty thereof, HiseoEhall become
vacant.

No person within the purview of this act shall be privileged from testifying in relation to
anything therein prohibited; and no person having so testified shall be liable to any prosecution
or punishment for any &nse concerning which he was required to give his testimony or produce
any documentary evidence.

Notariespublic and regular employes of a railroad or other public utilities who are candidates
for or hold public dfices for which the annual compensation is not more than three hundred
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dollars to whom no passes or privileges are extended beyond those which are extended to other
regularemployes of such corporations are excepted from the provisions of this section. [1933

AJR-50; 1935 AJR-§7

Free passes forbidden. E&ction 11. [Created
November1902] No person, association, co-partnership,
or corporation, shall promise, fef or give, for any
purpose,to any political committee, or any member or
employeethereof, to any candidate foor incumbent of
any ofice or position under the constitution or laws, or
underany ordinance of any town or municipalitf this
state,or to any person at the request or for the advantage of
all or any of them, any free pass or frank, or any privilege
withheld from any person, for the traveling
accommodationor transportation of any person or
property, or the transmission of any message or

No political committee, and no member or employee
thereof,no candidate for and no incumbent of anfjcef
or position under the constitution or laws, or under any
ordinanceof any town or municipality of this state, shall
ask for, or accept, from any person, association,
co-partnershippr corporation, or use, in any manner
forany purpose, any free pass or frank, or any privilege
withheld from any person, for the traveling
accommodation or transportation of any person or
property, or the transmission of any message or
communication.

Any violation of any of the above provisions shall be

communication. bribery and punished as provided by laand if any

officer or any member of the legislature be guilty thereof,
his office shall become vacant.

No person within the purview of this act shall be
privileged from testifying in relation to anything therein
prohibited; and no person having so testified shall be
liable to any prosecution or punishment for anjenfe
concerning which he was required to give his testimony or
produce any documentary evidence.

The railroad commissioner and his deputy in the
dischargeof duty are excepted from the provisions of this
amendment.]899 SJR-12; 1901 AJR-8; 1901 c. 437]

Recall of elective officers.SecTion 12. [As amendedipril 1981] The qualified electors of the
state,of any congressional, judicial or legislative district or of any county may petition for the
recall of any incumbent elective fider after the first year of the term for which the incumbent
waselected, by filing a petition with the filing fider with whom the nomination petition to the
office in the primary is filed, demanding the recall of the incumbent.

(1) The recall petition shall be signed by electors equaling at least twenty-five percent of the
vote cast for the fite of governor at the last preceding election, in the state, county or district
which the incumbent represents.

(2) The filing officer with whom the recall petition is filed shall call a recall election for the
Tuesdayof the 6th week after the date of filing the petitiorifdhat Tuesday is a legal holidagn
the first day after that Tuesday which is not a legal holiday.

(3) The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of tfieeofintil the recall election
results are officially declared.

(4) Unless the incumbent declines within 10 days after the filing of the petition, the incumbent
shall without filing be deemed to have filed for the recall election. Other candmlayede for
the ofice in the manner provided by law for special elections. For the purpose of conducting
elections under this section:

(a) When more than 2 persons compete for a nonpartiiae,af recall primary shall be held.
The 2 persons receiving the highest number of votes in the recall primary shall be the 2
candidatesn the recall election, except that if any candidate receives a majority of the total
numberof votes cast in the recall primatigat candidate shall assume thieceffor the remainder
of the term and a recall election shall not be held.

(b) For any partisan éite, a recall primary shall be held for each political party which is by law
entitledto a separate ballot and from which more than one candidate competes for tise party’
nominationin the recall election. The person receiving the highest number of votes in the recall
primaryfor each political party shall be that pastgandidate in the recall election. Independent
candidatesand candidates representing political parties not entitled by law to a separate ballot
shallbe shown on the ballot for the recall election only

(c) When a recall primary is required, the date specified under sub. (2) shall be the date of the
recallprimary and the recall election shall be held on tines@iay of the 4th week after the recall
primaryor, if that Tuesday is a legal holidagn the first day after thati€sday which is not a legal
holiday.

(5) The person who receives the highest number of votes in the recall election shall be elected
for the remainder of the term.
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(6) After one such petition and recall election, no further recall petition shall be filed against
the same dicer during the term for which he was elected.

(7) This section shall be self-executing and mandatory. Laws may be enacted to facilitate its
operatiorbut no law shall be enacted to hampestrict or impair the right of recall. [1979 SJR-5;

1981 SJR-P

Recall of elective officers. EcTion 12. [Created
Novemberl926] The qualified electors of the state or of
any countyor of any congressional, judicial or legislative
district may petition for the recall of any electiveficér
after the first year of the term for which he was elected, by
filing a petition with the dicer with whom the petition for
nominationto such dice in the primary election is filed,
demandingthe recall of such &ter. Such petition shall
be signed by electors equal in number to at least
twenty-five per cent of the vote cast for theficé of
governor at the last preceding election, in the state, county
or district from which such diter is to be recalled. The
officer with whom such petition is filed shall call a special
election to be held not less than forty nor more than
forty-five days from the filing of such petition. The
officer against whom such petition has been filed shall
continue toperform the duties of his fafe until the result

of such special election shall have beerficiafly
declared. Other candidates for suchfioé may be
nominatedn the manner as is provided by law in primary
elections. The candidate who shall receive the highest
number of votes shall be deemed elected for the remainder
of the term. The name of the candidate against whom the
recall petition is filed shall go on the ticket unless he
resigns within ten days after the filing of the petition.
After one such petition and special election, no further
recall petition shall be filed against the samédicefr
duringthe term for which he was elected. This article shall
be self-executing and all of its provisions shall be treated
as mandatory Laws may be enacted to facilitate its
operation,but no law shall be enacted to hampestrict

or impair the right of recall. [1923 SJR-39; 1925 SJR-12;
1925 c. 27D

ARTICLE XIV.
SCHEDULE

Effect of change flom territory to state. Section 1. That no inconvenience may arise by
reasorof a change from a territorial to a permanent state government, it is declared that all rights,
actions, prosecutions, judgments, claims and contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies
corporateshall continue as if no such change had taken place; and all process which may be
issuedunder the authority of the territory ofi$€onsin previous to its admission into the union of

the United States shall be as valid as if issued in the name of the state.

Territorial laws continued. SecTion 2. All laws now in force in the territory of Mtonsin
which are not repugnant to this constitution shall remain in force until they expire by their own
limitation or be altered or repealed by the legislature.

SecTion 3. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Territorial fines accrue to state. &cTion 3. [Original
form] All fines, penalties, or forfeitures accruing to the
territory of Wisconsin shall enure to the use of the state.

SecTioN 4. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Rights of action and prosecutionsaved. $cTIioN 4.
[Original form] All recognizances heretofore taken, or
which may be taken before the change from territorial to a
permanenstate government, shall remain valid, and shall
passto and may be prosecuted in the name of the state; and
all bonds executed to the governor of the terrjtoryto
any other oficer or court in his or their &itial capacity,
shall pass to the governor or state authority and their
successorsn office, for the uses therein respectively
expressed, and may be sued for and recovered
accordingly;and all the estate, or propertgal, personal
or mixed, and all judgments, bonds, specialties, choses in
action and claims or debts of whatsoever description of
the territory of Wsconsin, shall enure to and vest in the
stateof Wisconsin, and may be sued for and recovered in
the same manner and to the same extent by the state of
Wisconsinas the same could have been by the territory of
Wisconsin. All criminal prosecutions and penal actions

which may have arisen, or which may arise before the
changefrom a territorial to a state government, and which
shall then be pending, shall be prosecuted to judgment
and execution in the name of the state. Alfeoes
committed against the laws of the territory ofséénsin
beforethe change from a territorial to a state government,
and which shall not be prosecuted before such change,
may be prosecuted in the name and by the authority of the
stateof Wisconsin with like efct asthough such change
had not taken place; and all penalties incurred shall
remain the same as if this constitution had not been
adopted. All actions at law and suits in equity which may
be pending in any of the courts of the territory of
Wisconsinat the time of the change from a territorial to a
stategovernment may be continued and transferred to any
court of the state which shall have jurisdiction of the
subject matter thereof.

SecTion 5. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Existing officers hold over Section 5. [Original
form] All officers, civil and military now holding their
offices under the authority of the United States or of the

territory of Wisconsin shall continue to hold and exercise
their respective dices until they shall be superseded by
the authority of the state.

SEcTION 6. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982
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Seatof government. &cTion 6. [Original form] The
first session of the legislature of the state dfatinsin
shall commence on the first Monday in June next, and

WiscoNsINBLUE Book 1997 — 1998

shallbe held at the village of Madison, which shall be and
remairthe seat of government until otherwise provided
by law.

SecTION 7. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Local officers hold over SecTion 7. [Original form]
All county precinct,and township dicers shall continue
to hold their respective fi€es, unless removed by the
competent authority until the legislature shall, in

conformity with the provisions of this constitution,
provide for the holding of elections to fill such fifes
respectively.

SecTIioN 8. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Copy of constitution for president. SecTion 8.
[Original form] The president of this convention shall,
immediately after its adjournment, cause a fair copy of
this constitution, together with a copy of the act of the
legislatureof this territory entitled “An act in relation to
the formation of a state government insébnsin, and to
changethe time of holding the annual session of the

legislature,” approved October 27, 1847, providing for

the calling of this convention, and also a copy of so much

of the last census of this territory as exhibits the number of

its inhabitants, to be forwarded to the president of the

United Statego be laid before the congress of the United
States at its present session.

SecTionN 9. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Ratification of constitution; election of officers.
SecTioN 9. [Original form] This constitution shall be
submittedat an election to be held on the second Monday
in March next, for ratification or rejection, to all white
male persons of the age of twenty-one years or upwards,
who shall then be residents of this territory and citizens of
the United States, or shall have declared their intention to
becomesuch in conformity with the laws of congress on
the subject of naturalization; and all persons having such
qualificationsshall be entitled to vote for or against the
adoption of this constitution, and for all fifers first
electedunder it. And if the constitution be ratified by the
said electors it shall become the constitution of the state of
Wisconsin.  On such of theballots as are for the
constitution shall be written or printed the word “yes,”
andon such as are against the constitution the word “no.”

The election shall be conducted in the manner now
prescribedby law and the returns made by the clerks of
the boardof supervisors or county commissioners (as the
casemay be) to the governor of the territory at any time
before the tenth day of April next. And in the event of the
ratification of this constitution by a majority of all the
votes given, it shall be the duty of the governor of this
territory to make proclamation of the same, and to
transmit a digest of the returns to the senate and assembly
of the state on the first day of their session. An election
shall be held for governplieutenant governptreasurer
attorney-generalmembers of the state legislature, and
memberof congress, on the second Monday of May next;
and no other for further notice of such election shall be
required.

SEcTion 10. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Congressional apportionment.SecTioN 10. [Original
form] Two members of congress shall also be elected on
the second Monday of May next; and until otherwise
provided by law the counties of Milwaukee, &kesha,
Jefferson, Racine, Vdlworth, Rock and Green, shall
constitute the first congressional district, and elect one

member; and the counties of &ghington, Sheboygan,
Manitowoc, Calumet, Brown, Winebago, Fond du Lac,
Marquette Sauk, Portage, Columbia, Dodge, Dane, lowa,
LaFayetteGrant, Richland, Crawford, Chippewa, St.
Croix and La Pointe, shall constitute the second
congressional district, and shall elect one member.

SecTion 11. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May'82 SpecAdBs.1;

vote November 1982

First elections. Ection 11. [Original form] The
several elections provided for in this article shall be
conductedaccording to the existing laws of the territory;
provided, that no electmhall be entitled to vote except in
the town, ward or precinct where he resides. The returns of
election for senators and members of assembly shall be
transmitted to the clerk of the board of supervisors or
county commissioners, as the case may be; and the votes
shall be canvassed and certificates of election issued as
now provided by law In the first senatorial district the
returnsof the election for senator shall be made to the
proper officer in the county of Brown; in the second
senatorialdistrict to the proper &ter in the county of
Columbia; in the third senatorial district to the proper
officer in the county of Crawford; in the fourth senatorial
district to the proper dicer in the county of Fond du Lac;

andin the fifth senatorial district to the propefficér in

the county of lowa. The returns of election for state
officers and members of congress shall be certified and
transmitted to the speaker of the assemdlythe seat of
governmentin the same manner as the vote for delegate to
congressare required to be certified and returned by the
laws of the territory of Visconsin, to the secretary of said
territory, and in such time that they may be received on the
first Monday in June next; and as soon as the legislature
shall be oganizedthe speaker of the assembly and the
presidentof the senate shall, in the presence of both
houses,examine the returns and declare who are duly
electedto fill the several dices hereinbefore mentioned,
andgive to each of the persons elected a certificate of his
election.

SEcTion 12, [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote

November 1982

Legislative apportionment. S=cTion 12. [Original
form]  Until there shall be a new apportionment, the
senators and members of the assembly shall be
apportionedamong the several districts, as hereinafter

mentioned,and each district shall be entitled to elect one
senatoror member of the assemblys the case may be.
[Enumerationof districts omitted as obsolete: see R.S.
1849 pp. 40-43; R.S. 1858 pp. 4953

Common law continued in force.SecTion 13. Such parts of the common law as are now in
force in the territory of Wisconsin, not inconsistent with this constitution, shall be and continue
partof the law of this state until altered or suspended by the legislature.



WIiscoNSIN CONSTITUTION 217

SecTION 14. Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote
November 1982

Officers, when to enter on duties. &cTion 14.
[Original form] The senators first elected in the
even-numberedsenate districts, the governdieutenant
governorand other state fi€ers first elected under this

continuein office for one year from the first Monday of
January next; the senators first elected in the
odd-numberedsenate districts, and the members of the
assembly first elected, shall enter upon their duties
constitution,shall enter upon the duties of their respective  respectivelyon the first Monday of June next, and shall
offices on the first Monday of June next, and shall continue in office until the first Monday in January next.

S=cTion 15. [Repealed. 1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1; vote
November 1982

Oath of office. SEcTion 15. [Original forn} The oath of
office may be administered by any judge or justice of the
peace until the legislature shall otherwise direct.

Implementing revised structure of judicial branch. Section 16. [As affected November
1987 (1), (2), (3) and (5)RRepealed

(4) [AmendefiThe terms of dfce of justices of the supreme court serving on August 1, 1978,
shallexpire on the July 31 next preceding the first Monday in January on which such terms would
otherwisehave expired, but such advancement of the date of term expiration shall not impair any
retirementights vested in any such justice if the term had expired on the first Monday in January

[1979 AJR-76; 1981 AJR-35; submit: May’'82 Spec.Sess. AJR-1]

Implementing revised structure of judicial branch.
SecTioN 16. [Created April 1977] (1) The 1975/1977
amendmentelating to a revised structure of the judicial
branch shall take &ct on August 1 of the year following
the year of ratification by the voters.

(2) All county courts and the branches thereof in
existence on the effective date of this amendment shall, as
trial courts of general uniform statewide jurisdiction,
continue after such déctive date with the same
jurisdiction, powers and duties conferred by law upon
suchcourts and the branches and judges thereof until the
legislatureby law alters or abolishes such county courts
and their jurisdiction, powers and duties.

(3) Subject to the jurisdiction established in section 14
of article VII, municipal courts and municipal court
judges shall continue after the fettive date of this
amendmentvith the same jurisdiction, powers and duties
as conferred upon such courts and judges as of the

effective date until the legislature acts under sections 2
and 14 of article VII to alter or abolish such municipal
courts and their jurisdiction, powers and duties.

(4) The terms of ofice of justices of the supreme court
servingon the efective date shall expire on the July 31
nextpreceding the first Monday in January on which such
terms would otherwise have expired, but such
advancementof the date of term expiration shall not
impair any retirement rights vested in any such justice if
the term had expired on the first Monday in January.

(5) Prior to the ekctive date of this amendment the
legislature shall by law establish one or more appeals
court districts, provide for the election of appeals judges
in such districts, and determine the jurisdiction of the
courtof appeals under section 21 of article | and section 5
of article VII as afected by this amendment, so that the
court of appeals shall become operative on ttectfe
date. 1975 AJR-11; 1977 SJR-9

Note: Attached resolutions and signatures appear at the end of the constitution as printed in the Reviseaf 3&40tes

and 1858.
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