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Agenda

2009 NEW MEMBER INSTITUTE
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Joint Legislative Council
January 13-15, 2009


	Tuesday, January 13, 2009
State Capitol


9:00 a.m.
Registration (412 East)
9:15 a.m.
Welcome and Introductions – Senator Fred A. Risser and Representative Marlin D. Schneider, Joint Legislative Council Co-Chairs, and Terry C. Anderson, Legislative Council Director (412 East)
9:30 a.m.
Effective Performance Tips From Legislators (412 East)

Senators Jon Erpenbach and Sheila Harsdorf
Representatives Jon Richards and Kitty Rhoades
Advice from current legislators on how first-term legislators can be most effective in areas such as dealing with legislation, managing an office, responding to constituents, communicating with the public, and dealing with colleagues.
10:30 a.m.
Legislative Service Agencies (412 East)

Janice L. Mueller, Legislative Audit Bureau
Stephen R. Miller, Legislative Reference Bureau
Jeff Ylvisaker, Legislative Technology Services Bureau
Terry C. Anderson, Legislative Council Staff
An explanation of the services provided by the nonpartisan legislative service agencies, including information technology, policy research, legal analysis, performance evaluation, audits, fiscal analysis, bill drafting, reference library, and statutory revision.
11:00 a.m.
The Judicial Branch  (Supreme Court Courtroom)
A tour of the Supreme Court and opportunity to meet with the Chief Justice and other justices of the court.  Session will include a discussion of the Judicial Branch’s role in the law-making process.
12:00 p.m.
The Executive Branch (Governor’s Conference Room)
A tour of the Governor’s office and opportunity to meet with the Governor’s staff.  Session will include a discussion of the Executive Branch’s role in the law-making process.
12:30 p.m.
Lunch:  Legislative Council Staff (411 South)
1:15 p.m.
Legislative Technology Services Bureau:  Technology Fair (412 East)
An explanation of the technology services available to legislators and staff and “hands-on” demonstrations of computer services.  Topics of discussion include legislator websites and a variety of specialized software programs available to legislative offices.
2:30 p.m.
Recess

	Wednesday, January 14, 2009
State Capitol


8:30 a.m.
Breakfast Snacks; Welcoming Remarks – Senate Majority Leader Russ Decker and Minority Leader Scott Fitzgerald (412 East) 
8:45 a.m.
The Legislative Branch (400 Southeast/400 Northeast)

Legislative Council Staff:  “How a Bill Becomes a Law”

A general review of legislative structure and the various steps in the legislative process.  Committee procedures and floor action will be discussed to help prepare legislators for law-making responsibilities.
10:00 a.m.
Break

10:15 a.m.
Ethics Code and Lobbying Law Requirements (412 East)

Kevin Kennedy, Director and General Counsel, government accountability board

Jonathan Becker, Administrator, Ethics and Accountability Division, Government Accountability Board

An explanation of the applicability of the Ethics Code and lobbying laws to legislators.

11:30 a.m.
Managing Legislative Staff (412 East)
Terry C. Anderson, Legislative Council Director
12:00 p.m.
Lunch:  Additional Sources of Information (411 South)
Council of State Governments – Laura Tomaka
National Conference of State Legislatures -- Bruce Feustel and Glen Andersen
A description of additional services and resources relating to public policy that are useful to new legislators.
1:00 p.m.
The Executive Branch (411 South)

Welcoming Remarks and Introduction of Governor – Senator Fred A. Risser, Senate President and Joint Legislative Council Co-Chair


An opportunity to meet with the Governor.
1:30 p.m.
 “The Language of Leadership” - Mr. James C. Humes, Colorado State University (412 East)

Welcoming Remarks and Speaker Introduction – Representative Marlin D. Schneider, Joint Legislative Council Co-Chair
In the process of putting words into the mouths of five presidents, James C. Humes got to know these prominent leaders and the inner workings of the White House as few have ever done.  Today’s remarks are based upon the original notes of Prime Minister Winston Churchill.  Funding from the National Conference of State Legislatures makes possible this popular speech.

3:00 p.m.
Recess
	Thursday, January 15, 2009
State Capitol


8:15 a.m.
Breakfast Snacks;  Welcoming Remarks –Assembly Speaker Mike Sheridan, Majority Leader tom Nelson, and Minority Leader Jeff Fitzgerald  (412 East)
8:30 a.m.
Budget Process (412 East)

Robert Wm. Lang, Director, Legislative Fiscal Bureau
An explanation of the budget process and services provided by the Legislative Fiscal Bureau.

10:00 a.m.
Break
10:15 a.m.
Chief Clerks and Capitol Police (412 East)

Robert Marchant, Senate Chief Clerk

Patrick Fuller, Assembly Chief clerk

Chief Charles Tubbs, Deputy Chief Dan Blackdeer, and Sergeant Dave Horton, Capitol Police
An explanation of the role of the chief clerks in the legislative process, followed by an explanation of safety and security in the Capitol.

10:45 a.m.
The Media (412 East)
Scott Bauer, Associated Press
Steve Walters, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Shawn Johnson, Wisconsin Public Radio
Chris Long, WisconsinEye
An explanation of the role of the media in the legislative process.

12:00 p.m.
Lunch:  The “Wisconsin Idea” - Presentations by the La Follette School of Public Affairs, UW – Madison (411 South) 
The Family Impact Seminar – Professor Karen Bogenschneider

The Evidence-Based Health Policy Project – Ceri Jenkins

Sobering News:  How We Can Reduce Wisconsin’s Top-Ranked Drinking
       Problem – Professor Carolyn Heinrich

Property Tax Relief in Wisconsin – Professor Andrew Reschovsky

Lessons From the Midwest Floods of 2008 – Professor Donald Moynihan
1:30 p.m.
Adjournment
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WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF


One East Main Street, Suite 401


P.O. Box 2536


Madison, WI  53701-2536


(608) 266-1304


FAX:  (608) 266-3830


Email:  leg.council@legis.state.wi.us
URL:  http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lc

