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Proposed WASS Resolution

Aid to Districts with Significant Sparsity Issues

Whereas school districts exist to serve all children and young adults within the
geographic boundaries of the District, and

Whereas school districts with large geographic boundaries may serve a relatively
limited population. Sparsity of per pupil per square mile is less than three
students per square mile. Extreme sparsity is less than two students per
square mile , and

Whereas small population school districts with large geographical areas are
necessary to serve all students in our state , and

Whereas small rural school districts lack economy of scale * but are required to
provide instruction to all levels of student and all subject areas , and

Whereas many of the state s small , rural districts face a similar set of issues that
included rapidly rising transportation costs , declining enrollment, rapidly
rising propert values, low median income, and large geographic
boundaries

Therefore , be it resolved that WASB support legislation that would create a
state aid for a sparsity factor, for school districts who serve children in a
geographic area of more than 300 square miles, equaling:

five percent (5%) of a district's cost per member for district's with a
density of five to three students per square mile
ten percent (10%) of a district's cost per member for district's with a
density less than three students per square mile

Smaller schools do not have economy of scale even though students from small schools achieve at
comparable levels to suburban schools. However, the cost of a section of 10 students in physics cost
more per pupil than sections of 24 students in a suburban school. Enrollment by grade may cause
ineffciencies - 34 students for two sections of 17 each, 250 students for 10 sections of 25. Add in
specialty classes of arts, foreign language , vocational and cost per pupil escalates rapidly - yet small
schools are necessary to serve the large geographic area served by small northern and western school
districts.



The following school districts signed a postcard indicating support of the
proposed WASB resolution regarding categorical aid for sparsity as presented by
the School District of Phillps:

Adams Friendship School District
Alma School District
Antigo School District
Athens School District
Bayfeld School District
Birchwood School District
Black River Falls School District
Boyceville School District
Bruce School District
Butternut School District
Cameron School District
Chetek School District
Colby School District
Crandon School District
Cumberland School District
Drummond School District
Durand School District
Elcho School District
Ellsworth Community School District
Fall Creek School District
Flambeau School District
Florence School District
Gilman School District
Granton Area School District
Grantsburg School District
Hayward Community School District
Hurley School District
Independence School District

LaFarge School District
Lakeland Union High School

Maple School District
Medford Area School District
Mellen School District
Menomonie Area School District
Mercer School District
Merrill Area School District
Neillsville School District
Northland Pines School District
Northwood School District
Park Falls School District
Pepin Area School District
Phillips School District
Pittsville School District
Prentice School District
Rhinelander School District*
Rib Lake School District
Solon Springs School District
Spooner School District
St. Croix Falls School District
Stratford School District
Suring School District
Three Lakes School District
Tomahawk School District
Wabeno School District
Wausaukee School District
Winter School District

* Rhinelander passed a version stating 10
students per square mile
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