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Veterans: General Provisions WLC: 0061/P1

RNS:ksm:tlu 11/17/2004

AN ACT to renumber and amend5.35, 45.38, 45.36, 45.21, 45.48, 45.49 and 45.52;
to consolidate, renumber and amertb.014 and 45.02; artd createsubchapter |
(title) of chapter 45 [precedes 45.01] of the statutgating to: powers and duties
of the department of veterans affairs and other general provisions pertaining to

veterans.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do enact as
follows:

SecTioN 1. Subchapter | (title) of chapter 45 [precedes 45.01] of the statutes is created

to read:
SUBCHAPTER |
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SecTioN 2. 45.35 of the statutes is renumbered 45.03 and amended to read:

45.03 Department of veterans affairs.(1) PoLicy. It is the policy of the state to give
health, educationaland economic assistance to veterans and their dependéatsare
residents of this state to the extent and under the conditions determined by the board within

the limitations-hereinafteset forth in this section

(3) (2) BoarD FuNcTIONS. The board may promulgate rules necessary to carry out the
purposes of this chapter and the powers and duties conferred-upoih tidm records and
files of the department of military affairs and of any other state department or officer shall,

upon request, be made available to the board.
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(3d) (3) CounciL ON VETERANS PROGRAMS. (&) The council on veterans programs
created under s. 15.497 shall advise the board and the department on solutions and policy
alternatives relating to the problems of veterans.

(b) The council on veterans programs and the department, jointly or separately, shall
submit a report regarding the council on veterans programs to the chief clerk of each house
of the legislature for distribution to the legislature under s. 13.172 (2) by September 30 of

every odd—numbered year. The report shall include a general summary of the activities and

membership over the past 2 years of the council and each organization on the council.

oads and
ark unless

a-memorial
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ComMmENT:  Current s. 45.35 (3m), stats., will be moved to the new
subchapter dealing with memorials.

(4) DerpARTMENTSTAFF. (a) The secretary shall appoint under the classified service such
persons as are necessary to carry out the policy of the board and for the proper conduct of the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum. All persons appointed by the department shall, if possible, be
veterans-as-defined-in-sub. )d preference shall be given to disabled veterans.

(b) The department shall employ regional coordinators. The duties of a regional
coordinator shall include providing direct claims and benefit application assistance to
veterans.The regional coordinators shall coordinate claims and benefit application assistance
with the appropriate county-veterangteransservice officers under s--45.485.80] to
maximize the level of assistance and benefits provided to veterans.

CommMmenTs: 1. Can pars. (c) and (d) be consolidated?

2. Is the regional office referenced in par. (c) a regional office of the
state or federal department of veterans affairs?

(c) The department shall employ claims officers. The claims officers shall provide
federal claims and benefit assistance to veterans and shall be based in the department’s

regional office in Milwaukee County.

(d) The department shall employ mobile claims officers-in-the- department’'s-southeast
regionand-shallemploy-maobile claimsfigkersin each of the department’s-othiegions. The

mobile claims officers shall provide claim and benefit assistance to veterans. The mobile
claims officers shall coordinate that claim and benefit assistance with the appropriate county
veteransveteranservice officers under s--45.§85.80]to maximize the level of assistance

and benefits provided to veterans.



o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20

21

11/17/2004 -4 - WLC: 0061/P1

(5) SPOUSESAND DEPENDENTSENTITLEMENT TO BENEFITS. The benefits available to
veterans are also available to the unremarried surviving spouses and minor or dependent
children of deceased veterans if the unremarried surviving spouses or minor or dependent
children are residents of and living in this state at the time of making application.

(6) CoorbpINATION DUTIES. The department shall coordinate the activities of all state
agencies and the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics Authority performing
functionsrelating to the medical, hospital, or other remedial care; placement and training; and
educational, economic, or vocational rehabilitation of persons who served in the armed forces
of the United States at any time and who were honorably discharged, including such persons
with disabilities whether or not service—connected or war—connected. In particular, the
departmenshall coordinate the activities of the technical college system board, state selective
service administration, department of health and family services, department of workforce
developmentdepartment of public instruction, the University of Wisconsin System and other
educational institutions, the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics Authority, and all
other departments or agencies performing any of the functions specified, to the end that the
benefitsprovided in this section may be made available to veterans as promptljeatidedi
as possible.

CommMmeNT:  Can “veteran” be substituted for persons who served in the
armed forces of the United States at any time and who were honorably
discharged, including such persons with disabilities whether or not
service—connected or war—connected?

(7) ContacT DUTIES. The department shall maintain contacts with county-veterans’
veteransservice officers and local agencies, the American Red Cross-and-vetetanshs
organizationgoncerned with the welfare of veterargderansand shall contact and cooperate

with federal agencies in securing for veterans all benefits to which they may be entitled.
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(7a)(8) CLAIMS OF VETERANS,ASSISTANCE. The department upon request shall assist all
persons residing in the state having claims against the United States for pensionspbounty,
back pay, where-sud¢heclaims have arisen out of or by reason of service in the U.S. armed
forces.To-this-end The departmerghall cooperate with their agents or attorneys, advise as
to the legality of claims, furnish all necessary certificates and certified abstracts from and
copies ofrecords and documents in its office, and in all practicable ways seek to secure speedy

and just action upon all claims-now-pending-orwhich-may hereafter be filed. It shall also, in
cases-where.it The departmentnay -be-expedienfict as agent or attorney of record in

prosecuting claims for-sugdersons requesting it to do so. For-any-sshices rendered-no

person-in-the-employ ainder this subsectiothe departmentshallmake-amay notcharge
or, demandopr receive from the-saiclaimants-or-any-of thendirectly or indirectly, any pay

or compensation-whatevelt shall provide for registration with the register of deeds of each
county the names of all persons frem-stighcounty who died in the services of the United
States during the Spanish—American War, Philippine insurrection, Boxer rebellion, Mexican
border service, World Wars | and Il, the Korean conflict or Vietnam service.

ComMENTS: 1. Is “bounty” needed in the first sentence?

2. Should “war period” be substituted for the listing of wars in the last
sentence?

{8) (9) MINORS' EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS;BENEFITSEXEMPT FROMEXECUTION. (&) Any
minorwho is a veteran and any minor who is the spouse, surviving spoabéd of a veteran
may execute notes, mortgagasd other contracts and conveyances to the department and
suchthenotes, mortgages, contracsd conveyances-shallenot be subject to the defense
of infancy.

(b) The benefits and aid provided under any of the following are not assignable and are

exempt from garnishment and execution:
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1. Section 45.352, 1971 stats.

2. Section 45.351.

3. Subchapter Il, except as provided under s. 45.74 (6).
4. Section 45.396.

ComMmENT:  These cross-references will have to be changed. Can the
reference to the 1971 statutes be deleted?

(9) (10) VocATIONAL TRAINING. The department in cooperation with the department of
workforce development shall make available to disabled veterans the benefits of vocational
training and guidance, including veterans who have filed claims for federal rehabilitation
benefits and during the pendency-of stlobclaims. -In-cases-where-suidhihe claims are
allowedand federal reimbursement is made to the state taomoney shall be paid into and
become a part of the veterans trust fund.

(9m) (11) APPROVAL AGENCY FORVETERAN'S TRAINING. (@) Except as provided in par.

(b), the department shall be the state approval agency for the education and training of veterans
and war orphans. The department shall approve and supervise schools and courses of
instruction for the training of veterans and war orphans under Title 38, USC, and may enter
into and receive money under contracts with the U.S. department of veterans affairs or other
appropriate federal agencies.

CommMenTs: 1. Can “war orphans” be defined or a different term used?
2. Can a more specific cite than “title 28, USC” be substituted?

(b) The governor may designate the following agencies for approval and supervision
of special phases of the program of veterans education:

1. On the job and apprenticeship training program, the department of workforce
development.

2. On the farm training program, the technical college system board.
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3. Funeral directors apprentices, the funeral directors examining board.

(10)(12) R.ACEMENT OFVETERANS. The department in cooperation with the department
of workforce development and state selective service administration or any other federal,
state,or local agency shall formulate and carry out plans for the training and placement of
veterans.

(12) (13) ExpenpITURES. (@) All expenditures for execution of functions under this
section shall be made from the veterans trust fund as provided in s. 20.485.

(b) The secretary shall certify to the department of administration for payment all aid
to veterans and their dependents authorized under therules-and-regofatiensoard and
shall certify or approve and forward to it payrolls and other vouchers for other expenditures
of the board authorized under-sublerules-and-regulations

ComMENT: Is par. (b) needed?

(13)(14) GrFTs. (a) The department may receive money, lands, gifi bequests in
its name for the benefit of Wisconsin veterans and their dependents,-orieigdoegrdance
with policies adopted by the board-—Suddie money shall be deposited in the state treasury
and credited to the veterans trust fund and is appropriated-thetsfrer20.485 (2) (z) to the
department to be used in accordance with siefboard’olicies.

(b) The department may-alseceive moneys or other gifts and bequests in its name for
the benefit of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum. All moneys received shall be deposited in the
state treasury and credited to the veterans trust fund and appropriated from s. 20.485 (2) (zm)
to the department to be used, as far as practicable in accordance with the wishes of the donors,

and in accordance with the boargdslicies-adopted-by-the board

CommMmenT:  Should the reference to “policies” be changed to “rules” in
paragraphs (a) and (b), above?



[ —

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

11/17/2004 -8- WLC: 0061/P1

(14)(15) PoweRs DUTIES,FUNCTIONS. The department shall,-without limitation-because
of enumeration,-alsbave the following additiongdowers, duties and functions:

(a) To assist in the coordination of the state, county, muni@pélprivate activities
relating to-veterang/eteransousing.

(b) To cooperate with any and all federal departments, ageaciésndependent
establishments relating to-veteramsterandousing, materials, prioritieand finances.

ComMENT: Can “veterans benefits” be substituted for “veterans housing,
materials, priorities, and finances”?

(c) To assist any housing authority, municipaldy,other private enterprise engaged
in supplying additional-veterangeteransiousing in the acquisition of materials, finances,
legal aid,and compliance with federalrules-amgyulations.

(d) To utilize the services and facilities of existing state departments and boards and

county -veterans'veteransservice officers. Charges for legal services furnished the
department by the department of justice shall be paid from the appropriation in s. 20.485 (2)
(u).

(e) To employ such assistants as it deems necessary to carry out its functions.

() To receive money from federal agencies for the purpose of providing-veterans’
veterandhousing in localities throughout the state.

(g) To perform-sucbther duties-as-specificalbet forth in-other-sections tife statutes.

(h) To provide grants to the governing bodies of federally recognized American Indian
tribes and bands from the appropriation under s. 20.485 (2) (vz) if that governing body enters
into an agreement with the department regarding the creation, gjodisbjectives of a tribal
veterans’'veteransservice officer, appoints a veteran to act as a tribal-vetevats'ans

service officerand gives that veteran duties similar to the duties described-in-s-45[43 (5)
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___], except that the veteran shall report to the governing body of the tribe or band. The
department may ake annual grants of up to $2,500 under this paragraph and shall promulgate
rules to implement this paragraph.

(i) To provide county-veterangeteranservice officers with the information provided
to the department by the adjutant general under s. 21.19 (14).

(14m) (16) ADDITIONAL POWERS. The department may provide county-veterans’

veteransservice officers with information on all necessary military points of contact and
general deployment information for reserve units of the U.S. armed forces.

CommMENT:  Can this subsection be made a paragraph (j) in the previous
subsection or consolidated with par. (i) in the previous subsection?

(15)(17) LIBERAL CONSTRUCTIONINTENDED. This section, ss. 45.25, 45.351, 45.356 and
45.37 and subch. Il shall be construed as liberally as the language permits in favor of
applicants.

CommMmenT:  Can the listing of statutes be replaced by “This chapter
shall...”?

(26)(18) DEFERRALOFPAYMENTSAND INTERESTON LOANS. When a veteran or a member
of the veteran’s family makes application for deferment of payment of monthly installments
and waiver of interest charges-on-veterareterandoans made under this chapter, showing
that the ability of suclthe veteran to make payment is materially and adversely affected by
reason of military service, the department may, with the approval of the board, defer payment
of monthly installments and waive interest charges-on-vetevate¥andoans made under
this chapter for the duration of any period of service in the armed forces of the United States
during a national emergency or in time of war or under P.L. 87-117 and 6 months from date
of discharge or separation and the time for payment may be extended-fdhe $kemeeriod.

However, when funds estimated to be received in the veterans mortgage loan repayment fund
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to pay debt service on public debt contracted under s. 20.866 (2) (zn) and (zo) are less than
the funds estimated to be required for the payment of the debt service, the board may grant
deferral of payments and interest on loans provided undgr#9[ ] only when so required

by federal law.

(27 (19) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTSAND PENALTIES. (a) -th-any-case-whellé the
department finds that an applicant for benefits from the department has willfully made or
caused to be made, or conspired;-combined,-aidadsisted in, agreed to, arranged for, or
in any-wiseway procured the making of a false or fraudulefidakit, declaration, certificate,
statementpr other writing, it may suspend all benefits available-to- snehpplicant from
the department under this chapter.

(b) Any person who, with the intent to secure any benefits under this cHapter,
personal benefit or for others, willfully makes or causes to be made, or conspires,-combines,
alds,—orassists in, agrees to, arranges for, or in -any wigg procures the making or
presentation of a false or fraudulent affidavit, declaration, certificate, statement, or other
writing, may be fined not more than $500 or be imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both.
SuchThefine or imprisonment may be imposed in addition to the penalty provided in par. (a).

(c) 1g.1. As used in this paragraph, “fair consideration” means the exchange of
property, assetsor obligations for a fair equivalent—thereoin an amount not
disproportionatelymall or large compared to the value of the property, assets or obligations,
as reflected in similar market transactions.

1m. 2. The department shall declare immediately due and payable any loan made after
July 29, 1979 under a program administered by the department under-s.[45.86%ubch.

W11, if it finds that the loan was granted to an ineligible person due to any of the following

circumstances:
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a. The applicant did not report income amounts as required on the loan application.
b. The applicant did not make the disclosures required under-sia. 2. or c. on
the loan application.
c. The applicant transferred assets or liabilities or incurred liabilities for less than fair
consideration with the intent to-theretpyalify for and secure the loan.

2. 3. Loan application forms processed by the department for programs administered

under s-45.350L ] or subch-llll shall do all of the following

a. Require disclosure of any asset with a value over $500 transferred by the applicant
for less than fair consideration, within one year immediately prior to the loan application date.
In determining the applicant’s need for a loan, the department shall considénesassets
to be assets of the applicant.

b. Require disclosure of any liability of more than $500 incurred by the applicant for
less than fair consideration, within one year immediately prior to the loan application date.
In determining the applicant’s need for a loan, the department shall not considénesuch
liabilities to be liabilities of the applicant.

c. Require disclosure of all liabilities transferred by the applicant within one year
immediatelyprior to the loan application date-Sulieliabilities transferred for less than fair
consideration shall be considered by the department to be liabilities of the applicant to the
extent he or she is liable for their payment or for reimbursement of the transferee.

d. Contain notification of the penalties provided for in this paragraph.

3.4. The department shall incorporate the payment acceleration requirements of subd.
Im. 2.in all loan documents for programs administered by the department under-s.[45.351
__] or subchlllI.



[ —

10
11
12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

11/17/2004 12— WLC: 0061/P1

(18)(20) LoaN REPAYMENTS. The department shall deposit all repayments of loans and
payments of interest made on loans under s. 45.351 (2), 1995 stats., s. 45.352, 1971 stats., s.
45.356, 1995 stats., or s. 45.80, 1989 stats., in the veterans trust fund.

(19)(21) CoLLEcTIONS. The department may enter into contracts to collect delinquent
loanpayments owed to the department. The department may allocate a portion of the amounts
collectedunder the contracts to pay contract costs. Notwithstanding the provisions-of s. 45.36
[ ] the department may release information contained in its files pertaining to applications
for benefits to contractors providing collection services to the department.

(20) (22) DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERSAND MUSEUM. The department may acquire by
gift, purchase, or condemnation property for the purposes of providing a headquarters and

museum building for the department.

ComMENT:  Current s. 45.35 (22) will be moved to the new subchapter
dealing with housing.

(23) LoaN GUARANTEE. The department may provide a loan guarantee for multifamily
transitional housing for homeless veterans.

SecTioN 3. 45.38 of the statutes is renumbered 45.03 (24) and amended to read:

45.03(24) Department, additional powers to provide structures, facilities,and
permanent improvements. (1) (a) In this-sectiorsubsectionunless the context requires
otherwise:

(a) 1.“Existing building” in relation to any conveyance, leasesublease made under

sub-(2)(a)1;2and 3par. (b) 1. a., b., and means all detention, treatment, administrative,

recreational, infirmary, hospital, vocationaind academic buildings; all dormitories and
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cottages; all storage facilities, heating plants, sewage disposal_pactssuchother
buildings, structures, facilitiegnd permanent improvementsthatin the judgment of the
board are needed or useful for the purposes of the department, and all equipmenfohnerefor
themand all improvements and additiens-thereto-wlodhem thatvere erected, constructed,

or installed prior to the making of suttie conveyance, lease or sublease.

(b) 2. “New building” in relation to any conveyance, lease or sublease made-under sub.

2)(a)1,2-—and-Jar. (b) 1. a., b., and means all detention, treatment, administrative,
recreational, infirmary, hospital, vocationaind academic buildings; all dormitories and
cottages; all storage facilities, heating plants, sewage disposal plants, and such other
buildings, structures, facilitiegand permanent improvements as in the judgment of the board
are needed or useful for the purposes of the department, and all equipment fbietieéon

and all improvements and additions-thereto-whakhem thatre erected, constructeaf,
installed after the making of suthe conveyance, lease or sublease.

{e) 3. “Nonprofit corporation” means a nonstock corporation that is organized under

ch. 181 and that is a nonprofit corporation, as defined in s. 181.0103 (17).

vided in this

(@) (b) 1. In order to provide new buildings and to enable the construction and financing

thereof of new buildings to refinance indebtedness—-hereafteeated by a nonprofit

corporation for the purpose of providing a new building or buildings or additions or

improvements-thereto-which-aiea new building that icated on land owned by, or owned

by the state and held for, the department or on lands of the institutions under the jurisdiction

of the department or by the nonprofit corporation, or for any one or more-othesiel
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purposesbut for no other purpose unless authorized by law, the department has the following
powers and duties:

CommMENT:  This subunit and the following subunit refer to “land owned
by...the department”. Does the department own land?

1. a. Without limitation by reason of any other provisions of the statutes, the power to
sell and to convey title in fee simple to a nonprofit corporation any land and any existing
buildings-thereormwned by, or owned by the state and held for, the department or of any of
the institutions under the jurisdiction of the department-for suebonsideration and upon
suchtheterms and conditions as in the judgment of the board are in the public interest.

2.b. The power to lease to a nonprofit corporation for a term or terms not exceeding
50 years each any land and any existing buildings-thengoad by, or owned by the state and
held for, the department or of any of the institutions under the jurisdiction of the department
upon-sucttheterms and conditions as in the judgment of the board are in the public interest.

3.c. The power to lease or sublease from-ghemonprofit corporation, and to make
available for public use, any lamat, any-suchand and existing buildings conveyed or leased
to such nonprofit corporation under-subsisbd.1. and-2a. and h.and any new buildings
erectedupon such land or upon any other land owned-by thefonprofit corporation, upon
suchtheterms, conditionsand rentals, subject to available appropriations, as in the judgment
of the board are in the public interest.

4.d. The duty to submit the plans and specifications for-all seghbuildings and all
conveyances, leasemd subleases made under this-sedudisectiorio the department of
administration and the governor for written approval before they are finally adopted,

executedand delivered.
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5. e. The power to pledge and assign all or any part of the revenues derived from the
operation of any land or-suciew buildings as security for the payment of rentals due and to
become due under any lease or sublease-ofrsawlbuildings under subd-. B. c.

6. f. The power to covenant and agree in any lease or sublease of any land or new
buildings made under subd. Bc.to impose fees, rentalsy other charges for the use and
occupancy or other operation-of suww buildings in an amount calculated to produce net
revenues sufficient to pakie rentals due and to become due under thathase or sublease.

7.9. The power to apply all or any part of the revenues derived from the operation of
any land or existing buildings to the payment of rentals due and to become due under any lease
or sublease made under subdlL.8.

8. h. The power to pledge and assign all or any part of the revenues derived from the
operation of any land or existing buildings to the payment of rentals due and to become due
under any lease or sublease made under suftct.3.

9.1. The power to covenant and agree in any lease or sublease made underlsubd. 3.
c. to impose fees, rentals; other charges for the use and occupancy or other operation of any
land or existing buildings in an amount calculated to produce net revenues sufficient to pay
the rentals due and to become due under helkase or sublease.

10.]. The power and duty, upon receipt of notice of any assignment by-anthsuch
nonprofit corporation of any lease or sublease made under-sdbd, 8r of any of its rights
under any-sucthesublease, to recognize and give effect-to-ghelssignment, and to pay
to the assignee-thereadntals or other payments then due or which may become due under
any-suclthelease or sublease which has beeassigned by-sudghe nonprofit corporation.

(b) 2. The state shall be liable for accrued rentals and for any other default under any

lease or sublease made under-par.(alldd. 1. g.and may be sued-therefor the accrued
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rentals or other defautin contract as in other contract actions pursuant to ch. 775, except that

it shall-not be necessary fthre lessor under-any-sutttelease or sublease or any assignee of

suchthelessor or any person or other legal entity proceeding on behalf-oftelelssor is

not requiredo file any claim with the legislature prior to the commencement-of anytlsech
action.

{e) 3. Nothing in this-sectiosubsectiorempowers the board or the department to incur
any state debt.

(d) 4. All powers and duties conferred upon the board or the department-pursuant to
underthis-sectiorsubsectiorshall be exercised and performed by resolution of the board. All
conveyances, leases, and subleases made pursuardeidhis sectionsubsectionwhen
authorized-pursuant toy resolution of the board, shall be made, executed, and delivered in
the name of the department and shall be signed by the director and sealed with the seal of the
department.

ComMENT: Who is the “director” referenced above?

(e)5. All laws, conflicting with any provisions of this-sectisnbsectionare, insofar
as they conflict with this section and no further, superseded by-this-ssahisection

SecTIoN 4. 45.36 of the statutes is renumbered 45.04 and amended to read:

45.04 Release of information and records-by-the-department-and-by county
veterans’ service-offices (1) DeriniTiONs. In this section:

(b) “Duly authorized representative” means any person authorized in writing by the

veteran tact for the veteran, the veteran’s guardian if the veteran is adjudicated incompetent,

or a legally constituted representative if the veteran-is-incompetedeteased. Where for

proper reason no representative has been or will be appointed, the veteran’s spouse, an adult
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child, or, if the veteran is unmarried, either parent shall be recognized as the duly authorized
representative.

(c) “Service office” means a county-veteramsteranservice office.

(2) SePARATION DOCUMENTS. Separation documents and copies-theoésfeparation
documentsvidencing service in the armed forces of the U.S. are confidential and privileged.
Examination of-sucltheserecords in the possession of the department or service office will
beis limited to authorized employees of the department or service office and information

entered-thereon-wilin _these records malye disclosed only to veterans and their duly

authorized representatives or to interested governmental agencies for the purpose of assisting
veterans and their dependents to obtain the rights and benefits to which they may be entitled.

(3) U.S DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS RECORDS. Records and papers in the
possession of the department or service office-wthiabhare released to the department or
service office by-orfronthe U.S. department of veterans affairs-or-wthiitdt contain
information provided by the U.S. department of veterans affairs are confidential. Release of
informationfrom-suchtheserecords or papers may be made only-pursuamderregulations
of the U.S. department of veterans affairs.

(4) InvesTicaTION. All reports of investigation made by employees of the department
or at the direction of the department for official departmental purposes are only for the use of
the secretary and staff. Materials and information-whingt disclose the investigative
techniques of the department or the identity of confidential informants and material received
in confidence by representatives of the department may not be released.

{(4m) (5) ViTaL RecorDs. The service office may obtain a copy of a vital record under

s. 69.30 (2) and may transmit the copy to the department or to the U.S. department of veterans
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affairs toassist a veteran or his or her dependent in obtaining a benefitto-which-he-or she may
be-entitled

(5)(6) DiscLOSUREOFMONETARY BENEFITS. The department shall disclose, to any person
who requests, the amount of any grant or loan made by the department to any applicant. A
person seeking-suchis information shall be required to sign a statement setting forth the
person’s nameand address and the reason for making the request and certifying that the
person will not use the information obtained for commercial or political purposes.

(5m) (7) DISCLOSUREOF LOAN STATUSINFORMATION. The department may disclose to a
consumer reporting agency, as defined in 15 USC 1681a (f), the current repayment status of,
the balances due on, and other relevant information pertaining to department loans that is
readily accessible from current department computer tapes on any loans on which balances
are due and owing the department. The department may charge consumer reporting agencies
requesting these computer tapes an amount sufficient to cover all the costs of preparation and
delivery of the tapes.

CommMmeENT:  Can “from current department computer tapes” be deleted?
In the alternative, should the reference be to “current department
computer files™?

(6) (8) DiSCLOSUREOF OTHERINFORMATION. EXxcept as provided in subs. (2)-to (6),
all files, records, reports, papers, and documents pertaining to applications for benefits from
the department, and information contained-theneithem shall may be released by the
department or service office only-pursuantitmerrules of the department. The rules-must
shall provide for the furnishing of information required under sub.-(&fhand for official
purposes by any agency of the U.S. government, by any agency of this state, by any law
enforcement or public welfare agency of any Wisconsin county, or by members of the state

senate and assembly. The rules-\giflall otherwise provide for release of personal
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information pertaining to or contained in any application for benefits, whether pending or
adjudicated, only when authorized in writing by the applicants or when necessary to assist
applicants in securing veterans benefits that the applicants may be entitled to or when
necessary for the efficient management of loans made by the department.

ComMENT:  Can “public welfare agency” be made more specific?

SecTioN 5. 45.21 of the statutes is renumbered 45.05 and amended to read:

45.05 Registration of certificate of discharge. Every person who has served in the
U.S. armed forces at any time, and who has been honorably discharged or given a certificate
of service or relieved from active service may record with the register of deeds of any county,
in a suitable book provided by the county for that purpose, a certificate of discharge or release.
The certificate shall be accessible only to the discharged person or that person’s dependents,
the county-veteransieteransservice officer, the department, or any person with written
authorization from the discharged person or that person’s dependents. The register of deeds
may not charge for recording, except that in counties where the register of deeds is under the
fee system and not paid a fixed salary, the county shall pay the fee specified in s. 59.43 (2) (ag).
The record of any certificate of discharge or release made prior to July 6, 1919, is legalized.

CommMmenTs: 1. Can “veteran” be substituted for “person who has served
in the U.S. armed forces at any time, and who has been honorably
discharged™?

2. Is the last sentence of this section needed?

3. Is “dependents” the correct term? This might preclude, for example,
an adult child or a guardian from having access to the certificate.

SecTION 6. 45.48 of the statutes is renumbered 45.06 and amended to read:

45.06 Veterans' papers, medals;-etc.-as-securifyecurity. (1) It shall be unlawful

for any person to receive or accept as a security or to withhold from a veteran or honorably

discharged soldier, sailor or marine any discharge paper, citation, warrant, medalpbadge,
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evidence upon which-sutheveteran is entitled to certain rights, as a veteran under the laws
of the United States or of this state, and any transfer of the ismméduring the life of the
veteran upon a consideration or otherwise shall be null and void, and the refusal or willful
neglect ofany person to return or deliver upon demand,-any thaelischarge papgecitation,
warrant, medal, badger evidence-aforesaid-shall be- deemed-a-misdemeaponishable

as provided in sub. (2)

(2) Any person who violates this section shall be fined not more than $100 or
imprisoned not more than 6 months, or both.

SecTioN 7. 45.014 and 45.02 of the statutes are consolidated, renumbered 45.07 and
amended to read:

45.07 Wisconsin Veterans Museum. (1) The department of administration shall
provide suitable space for the purpose of a memorial hall, designated as the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum, dedicated to the men and women of Wisconsin who served in the armed
forces ofthe United States in the civil war of 1861 to 1865 or who meet one of the conditions
listed in s-45.001(4)(a)1-a-to-d;and[the ]. Thedepartment of veterans affairs shall
operateand conduct the ¥&consin Veterans Museum. The mission of the Wiscoretier&s
Museum is to acknowledge, commemorate, and affirm the role of Wisconsin veterans in the
United States of America’s military past by means of instructive exhibits and other educational
programs.

CommMeNT:  Can “and conduct” be deleted?
45.02 Memorial-collection. (2) The battle flags of Wisconsin units serving in the

nation’swars and all relics and mementos of the nation’s wars donated to or otherwise acquired
by the state for display in the Wisconsin Veterans Museum shall constitute the memorial

collection. The department shall do all of the following:
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(1) (a) Catalog and identify all war relics and mementos of the memorial collection.

(2) (b) Restore, preserve, and safeguard the relics and mementos of the memorial
collection.

(3) (c) Procure additions to the memorial collection.

{4) (d) Provide proper display equipment and display the memorial collection to make
it instructive and attractive to visitors.

SecTioN 8. 45.49 of the statutes is renumbered 45.08 and amended to read:

45.08 Memorial day;-veterans-to-be givenleave of absence.qi) The head of every
department of the state government and of every court of the state, every superintendent or
foreman on the public works of the state, every county officer, and the head of every
department or office in any town, village, city, or other political subdivision of the shett
give a leave of absence with pay for 24 hours on the last Monday in May of each year, which
shall be the day of celebration for May 30, to every person in the employ of the state or any
county, town, villagepr city therein who has at any time served in and been honorably
discharged from the army, air force, coast guard, merchant marinepnavagrine corps of
the United States. A refusal to give stichleave of absence to-oagersorentitled-thereto,

shall-constitutdo the leave constituteseglect of duty.

ComMmenT: Can “veteran” be substituted for “person” in the first
sentence and “who has at any time served in and been honorably
discharged from the army, air force, cost guard, merchant marine, navy,
or marine corps of the United States” be deleted?

(2) In all cities,-however-organized,-whafehe nature of the duties of the-several
departments of-government-of suttie cities is-such-as-to-necessitatecessitateshe
employment of metvers of suctthedepartments on Memorial day, the head-of eachthech

department shall arrange and assign-gbelmecessary work in such a manner as to permit
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the largest possible numbers of employees-of sueepartment to be off duty either-the
wholeall or part of Memorial day.
SecTioN 9. 45.52 of the statutes is renumbered 45.09 and amended to read:
45.09Physical disability does-not disqualifyfor public employment A veteran who
has suffered a physical disability as a direct result of military or naval service shall not on that
account be barred from employment in any public position or employment whether under
state, county, or municipal civil service or otherwise, if the licensed physician making a
physical examination of the veteran for the public employer certifies that the applicant’s
disability will not materially handicap the veteran in the performance of the duties of the
position.

CommENT: Is this section needed? The Wisconsin fair employment act
and the federal Americans with disabilities act prohibit employment

discrimination based on disability. Under s. 111.34 (2) (a), stats., it is not
employment discrimination “...if the disability is reasonably related to

the individual's ability to adequately undertake the job-related

responsibilities of that individual’'s employment...”.

(END)



